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Minister

introduces
Bodhan Al
at conclave

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
here on Thursday that ar-
tificial intelligence must be
embedded in education to
empower students and
support teachers.

At the inaugural session
of the Bharat Bodhan Al
Conclave, Mr. Pradhan
launched Bodhan Al
which has been esta-
blished as a non-profit or-
ganisation under the Edu-
cation Ministry to build an

open-source “Bharat
EduAl Stack” to introduce
artificial intelligence
across all levels of
education.

IIT initiative

Mitesh Khapra of the In-
dian Institute of Technolo-
gy, Madras unveiled Bod-
han AI and outlined plans
for the Bharat EduAl Stack
as digital public infrastruc-
ture. IIT Director V. Kama-
koti said that Bodhan Al
would aid in making edu-
cation equitable, of high
quality, affordable, and ea-
silv accessible.
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Minister introduces Bodhan Al at conclave

HA A I A FiuF s uwr fean

e Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said here on Thursday
that artificial intelligence must be embedded in education to empower students
and support teachers.

Fita Rrem w=ft efg wemT A 951 AR &I Fel 6 B! &1 T=Ied 7 3R
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e Atthe inaugural session of the Bharat Bodhan Al Conclave, Mr. Pradhan
launched Bodhan Al, which has been established as a non-profit organisation
under the Education Ministry to build an open-source “Bharat EduAl Stack” to
introduce artificial intelligence across all levels of education.
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IIT initiative

TSIl U

e Mitesh Khapra of the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras unveiled
Bodhan Al and outlined plans for the Bharat EduAl Stack as digital public
infrastructure.

YR Nt SR, A5 & 0= @Rt 3 91U TaiTs &7 3H16Rv fhar
3R YR EduAl IS P! fSied Fraui—e Aaue T & ¥U H faeig o ot
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e |IT Director V. Kamakoti said that Bodhan Al would aid in making education
equitable, of high quality, affordable, and easily accessible.
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Digi Yatra to
extend digital
identity to
foreign travel

rrnvIgy
2028

Suresh Khadakbhavi, CEO, Digi Yatra Foundation, in
conversation with LV. Navaneeth, CEQ, The Hindu Group, at
The Hindu Tech Summit 2026 in Chennai. M. SRINATH

e Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Digi Yatra Foundation is working on ex-
T tending its decentralised digital identity plat-

form to international air travel, with pass-
port-based enrolment already tested and
discussions under way with global aviation bodies,
its Chief Executive Officer Suresh Khadakbhavi said
at The Hindu Tech Summit 2026 on Thursday.

Speaking with L.V. Navaneeth, CEO, The Hindu
Group, at a fireside chat on ‘Data Privacy & Security
in Biometric Travel Platform’, he said the planned
feature would allow passengers to share verified dig-
ital credentials with both departure and destination
airports, facilitating seamless travel without repeat-
ed identity checks.

“If you are travelling from Chennai to London,
you can share credentials at Chennai, enjoy a seam-
less process, and when you reach London, you do
not have to stand in two-hour queues again for im-
migration,” he said.

Origin of Digi Yatra

Explaining the origins of Digi Yatra, Mr. Khadakbha-
vi said he had earlier been part of an advisory group
for One ID, a global seamless air travel initiative,
wherein discussions focused on privacy-preserving
technologies and self-sovereign identity. Self-sove-
reign identity, he said, meant that individuals re-
mained in control of their identity data, which led to
the decision to build a decentralised ecosystem rath-
er than a centralised identity platform.

Under Digi Yatra, enrolment is a one-time pro-

cess, using Aad-
Digi Yatra CEO Suresh haar-based verifica-
Khadakbhavi says the  ton. ~ Users
platform has 21 million 2uthenticate  with

an at the air-
app users. On an port verifier, after
average, around which limited KYC
data — name, date
of birth, gender,
photograph, and
the last four digits
of the Aadhaar
number — are re-
trieved. Mr. Kha-
dakbhavi said this is significantly less information
than what is routinely shared in other settings, such
as hotel check-ins.

To prevent misuse, the platform incorporates
liveness detection and facial matching. A live selfie is
captured and matched with the KYC photograph, af-
ter which the Aadhaar-linked image is discarded for
privacy reasons and only the verified selfie is re-
tained. Acknowledging the growing sophistication of
deepfake technologies, he said multiple safeguards
were built into the system.

30%-35% of domestic
flvers use Digi Yatra,
while adoption has

crossed 60% at some

airports and terminals

TRNARS aa Wewid & JeT Mu-iar iR JRET W T

Decentralised system

Addressing concerns over data security, Mr. Kha-
dakbhavi said Digi Yatra follows a decentralised ar-
chitecture in which credentials reside in users’ own
devices rather than in a central database. Asa result,
any attempt to breach the system would require
compromising individual devices rather than a sin-
gle repository.

He said the platform has 21 million app users
across Android and i0S, with the number of uses
reaching nearly 85 million over a three-year period.
On an average, around 30%-35% of domestic air pas-
sengers use Digi Yatra, while adoption has crossed
60% at some airports and terminals.

Data security measures include encryption of da-
ta in transit using TLS 1.3 and encryption at rest us-
ing AES-256. Session tokens generated during enrol-
ment are stored locally and expire after 90 days of
inactivity.

Long-term objective

Mr. Khadakbhavi said the long:term objective was to
eliminate the need for carrying physical identity
documents and extend the identity ecosystem
beyond airports to hotels, cab services, and other
touchpoints.

Responding to a question from the audience on
name mismatches, where Aadhaar permits initials
while passports and airline tickets require fully ex:
panded names, Mr. Khadakbhavi said this was a ma-
jor operational challenge. To address this, he said
multiple alternatives were being enabled, some of
which were already live. They include validation
through driving licences and password-based enrol
ment that captures the full name.

Support for PAN cards and other digital identity
documents, he further said, would be rolled out
s00n to ensure consistent name validation across
platforms.

Digi Yatra to
extend digital
identity to foreign
travel

oot g fagsh
I & fore
feforea ugam &1
R st

e The Digi Yatra
Foundation is working
on extending its
decentralised digital
identity platform to
international air travel,
with passport-based
enrolment already
tested and discussions
under way with global
aviation bodies, its
Chief Executive Officer
Suresh Khadakbhavi
said at The Hindu
Tech Summit 2026 on
Thursday.
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e Speaking with L.V.
Navaneeth, CEO, The
Hindu Group, at a
fireside chat on ‘Data
Privacy & Security in
Biometric Travel
Platform’, he said the
planned feature would
allow passengers to

share verified digital credentials with both departure and
destination airports, facilitating seamless travel without repeated identity checks.

HRRYTSS d9c 1 § ffg 9

& Higsfl ga.dY. Ta+id & 1Y STadid HXd gU 361+ Bl (o TRdTad grayT Jidl &l TRIM
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IR YgaH S & fomr fsfey amm gya gt
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“If you are travelling from Chennai to London, you can share credentials at Chennai, enjoy a
seamless process, and when you reach London, you do not have to stand in two-hour queues
again for immigration,” he said.

fg 3T AAS T v I AT HIIQ &, a1 3T I98 H 3T YHTUGS I B Iohd &, ity
TR HT 37HE A Thd 8, 3R de UgaH W HTIH! Taei & foTE &1 8¢ &1 Far & R I waT
&I BT US,” 3614 Pl

Origin of Digi Yatra
&St aran ot Iafy

Explaining the origins of Digi Yatra, Mr. Khadakbhavi said he had earlier been part of an
advisory group for One ID, a global seamless air travel initiative, wherein discussions focused
on privacy-preserving technologies and self-sovereign identity.

it arn ot Safy Iund gu, ft werwHrd 3 %8 fo 3 ugd a1 smge! AWe afyw ety
BATS I Ued & qaledR g &1 few 3, S8t g Mu-Tadl-TReu dab-id! iR W-Taifid
UgaH R digd

Self-sovereign identity, he said, meant that individuals remained in control of their identity
data, which led to the decision to build a decentralised ecosystem rather than a centralised
identity platform.

I gl o W-wWIfia Ugar &1 31 ¢ & JAfad oot uga Hdtd Se1 uR R0 s 3ad
g, forae &R Fdled UgaH H9 & ol fad=<iigd uIRfRufae! &= 39 %1 fAofy ferar man |
Under Digi Yatra, enrolment is a one-time process, using Aadhaar-based verification.
&<t I & e, TG Th IR B Ul 8, o SmyR-SmuTid Teru=T &1 ST fa
ST g |

Users authenticate with an OTP at the airport verifier, after which limited KYC data — name,
date of birth, gender, photograph, and the last four digits of the Aadhaar number — are
retrieved.

SUANTEHl gaTs 38 & YA TR NS & [rezm F gl avd €, foraes a1 Wi

gﬁﬁ{'&ﬂéa—qm, S+ fafd, o, BIeome SR SMUR T & SifaH IR 3 — U fby o
I

Mr. Khadakbhavi said this is significantly less information than what is routinely shared in

other settings, such as hotel check-ins.

ot FETHUTA A FHgT fb T8 TFBRT 3= URTRUT, S gied 9b-34, H Faftd wu 3 aren ot

S aTell TSR | HIh! 4 g

To prevent misuse, the platform incorporates liveness detection and facial matching.

OGN B Al & T, Wehid § Az fEear 3R I8 @1 fira gormelt i 21

A live selfie is captured and matched with the KYC photograph, after which the Aadhaar-
linked image is discarded for privacy reasons and only the verified selfie is retained.

T o135 Vb off STl § 3R Harsd! hiel J fiems St g, fS9® 91¢ Mu=iudr SR ¥ 3MYR-
foige ©fq &1 ger faar oidT 8 3R Had IAfid Icth! ! S g

Acknowledging the growing sophistication of deepfake technologies, he said multiple
safeguards were built into the system.

ST ® Ah-Id] B dedl Scadl DI WIHR HId §U 34 Hel [ YUal H g GRET U™
fhe fbu T B

Decentralised system

fas=iigpa yorret

Addressing concerns over data security, Mr. Khadakbhavi said Digi Yatra follows a
decentralised architecture in which credentials reside in users’ own devices rather than in a
central database.

ST QREM DI AR Tfarstt &1 Fa1d o gT, o TetHHIdt A Fet o {Soft amn fadied wRa=n
B UTAH BT 8, Forad THTOreS Sl Serey & Jolid SUARTEdrsl & 30 IUHRul § 8d §1

As a result, any attempt to breach the system would require compromising individual devices
rather than a single repository.
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He said the platform has 21 million app users across Android and iOS, with the number of
uses reaching nearly 85 million over a three-year period.

3I5i- Bl fh 39 WewH & Taras SR i0s W 21 frferas Tu Suaiasdf §, oiR i auf o
IUANT & WeAT @ 85 fAfrasT 9% uga TS B

On an average, around 30%-35% of domestic air passengers use Digi Yatra, while adoption
has crossed 60% at some airports and terminals.

ST, T 30%-35% TR §aTS AT FSoft I HT JUANT Hd &, STallh $S gals g 3R
el IR 3HHT IUANT 60% W 31® 5 T 5

Data security measures include encryption of data in transit using TLS 1.3 and encryption at
rest using AES-256.

ST QR&f Iurl # giftte ® et ufermE & g TLS 1.3 3R Tufed Se1 & i AES-256 1
JUaIT i B

Session tokens generated during enroliment are stored locally and expire after 90 days of
inactivity.

DT P ERIT I T Tleb- WM U J UL fhU oiid & 3R 90 fe= &t fAfepadar & a1
AT 81 9d 3

Long-term objective

Mr. Khadakbhavi said the long-term objective was to eliminate the need for carrying physical
identity documents and extend the identity ecosystem beyond airports to hotels, cab services,
and other touchpoints.
off WeTH AT 7 HgT f dpifcre Iea Hifds Uga cxidsil ! T1Y G &I ATIIHhdT
HT AT 3R U TR &1 & gars 33l A 311 giedl, »a Qarsft 3R 3= Juds
fagaft dw fawaia s 3|
Responding to a question from the audience on name mismatches, where Aadhaar permits
initials while passports and airline tickets require fully expanded names, Mr. Khadakbhavi said
this was a major operational challenge.
T A ST O e aRid! & U BT IR od gU, IT6T SMUR T SMRNER ST 3Afd § Siafd
%:ﬁ!mﬂ;ﬁ%aﬁ?w@ﬁwﬁwqm 31IRGH g, At WSIHHTH 3 el P U8 Ue g1 ufareH

I
To address this, he said multiple alternatives were being enabled, some of which were
already live.
3 TIfEd HA & forg, 3611 81 {6 &S faveu e fPu TR &, i A p2 g A &
fehg |
They include validation through driving licences and password-based enrolment that captures
the full name.
T RIS AT & [T § I SR URIde- ST e M , S G A1 gof
FRAT 5
Support for PAN cards and other digital identity documents, he further said, would be rolled
out soon to ensure consistent name validation across platforms.

I T Fgl fob U1 T 1R 3= FSfed uga axardell & fog Tmd ofeg 8t == fovan
STQ dfep fAfie Wewh M IR AW &1 T JA1d- g foar o da |
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ISLAMABAD Pak. launches its indigenous Earth
Pak. launches its indigenous Earth  Observation Satellite from China

Observation Satellite from China ~ UT®. A =  3(UT et gl Sraate-
SUYE di-d fa

o Pakistan on Thursday successfully launched its
second indigenous Earth Observation Satellite, EO-2,
from China’s Yangjiang Seashore Launch Centre,
according to the state media.

Pakistan = T¥AR $I 30T GORT Wl Earth
Observation Satellite, EO-2, China’s Yangjiang
Seashore Launch Centre ¥ HWTW di= fobar, I

GETTY IMAGES
S Hifear & IR |

Pakistan on Thursday successfully launched its second indigenous . . .
Earth Observation Satellite, EO-2, from China’s Yangjiang Seashore The satellite is dESIQned to Slgmﬁcantly enhance the

Launch Centre, according to the state media. The satellite is country’s earth observation and high-resolution imaging
designed to significantly enhance the country’s earth observation capabilities.

and high-resolution imaging capabilities. PTI g a_-‘ZT a’ﬂ' earth observation Gﬁ? high—resolution
imaging &HdI3f & Ag@yul 9 I g & forg fese faran mar g1

GS Paper 1: History,
TOPICS COVERED | 13 February 2026

1. | Vande Mataram, its six stanzas and a settled question

d¢ UTeRY, 59 B8 UG 3R TP gaas g uy
2.[Quiz
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Vande Mataram, its six stanzas and a settled question

he January 28, 2026 order of the Union

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA),

directing that all six stanzas of Vande

Mataram be played at official
functions, with everyone present required to
stand at attention, is not an act of patriotism. It is
constitutional vandalism dressed up in national
pride. To understand why, we need to go back to
1937, look at what the Constituent Assembly
decided, and remember what the Supreme Court
of India had said in the landmark case, Bijoe
Emmanuel and Ors. vs State of Kerala and Ors.
(1986).

1937 settlement is not weakness, but wisdom
In October 1937, the Congress Working
Committee had met in Calcutta. What happened
there was not appeasement, as some now claim.
Dr. Rajendra Prasad moved the resolution while
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel seconded it. Mahatma
Gandhi was there as a special invitee. The
resolution was unanimous. They recognised “the
validity of objections raised by Muslim friends to
certain parts of the song” and concluded that
“the first two stanzas alone, accepted as the
national song at national gatherings, are in no
sense objectionable”.

This was not cowardice. It was common sense.
The later stanzas of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s
poem (Vande Mataram) call out, by name, the
Hindu goddesses Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswati.
One verse literally describes the motherland as
“Tvam hi Durga dasa-praharana-dharini (You are
Durga, wielder of the 10 weapons”).

Think about what it means to force a Muslim
civil servant, a Christian schoolteacher, a Sikh
soldier, a Buddhist monk, or an atheist scientist
to stand at attention while these verses are sung.
That is not fostering unity. That is imposing a
religious test in a secular republic.

Even Rabindranath Tagore supported keeping
it to two stanzas. The whole freedom movement
— from the moderate to the radical, from the
secular to the devout — agreed that the first two
stanzas captured the song’s spirit without hurting
anyone’s faith. This was not a fringe decision. It
was the collective wisdom of the people who
fought for India’s freedom.

On January 24, 1950, President Rajendra
Prasad announced that Jana Gana Mana would be
the National Anthem, and that Vande Mataram
would “be honoured equally” with it. But here is
what matters: the Constituent Assembly adopted
only the two-stanza version as the National Song.
Those four other stanzas were not accidentally
forgotten. They were deliberately left out because
our founders understood something crucial: a
secular republic cannot make verses devoted to
specific gods and goddesses into official symbols.

In the Constitution, Article 51A(a) tells every
citizen “to abide by ...the National Flag, and the
National Anthem”. If one notices carefully, the
National Song is not mentioned. When
Parliament added fundamental duties through
the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act of 1976,
it specifically listed the Flag and the Anthem. It

Sanjay Hegde

is a Senior Advocate
designated by the
Supreme Court

of India

The order of
the Home
Ministry
mandating the
full version of
Vande Mataram
is
constitutionally
indefensible

did not include the Song. This was not an
oversight. This was a choice. The Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act, 1971, protects the
National Anthem, the Flag, the Constitution. It
does not cover Vande Mataram. There is no legal
penalty for not singing it, not standing for it, or
not showing it any particular respect. This is not
accidental. The constitutional framework
deliberately treats the anthem (which is secular
and inclusive) differently from the song (which
has religious elements that need to be carefully
limited).

The case about the right not to sing

In July 1985, Bijoe, Binu Mol, and Bindu
Emmanuel, three children in Kerala, were
expelled from school. They were Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Every morning during assembly, they
stood respectfully while the National Anthem
played. But they did not sing it, because their
faith did not allow it. They did not cause trouble.
They did not disrupt anyone. Then a State
Minister got involved, and they were sent out.
While the Kerala High Court said the expulsion
was fine, the Supreme Court said absolutely not.

In his judgment, Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy
said the expulsion violated their fundamental
rights to free speech and freedom of religion.
Then he wrote something that should be carved
in stone: “Proper respect is shown to the National
Anthem by standing up when it is sung. It will not
be right to say that disrespect is shown by not
joining in the singing.”

The Court went further. “It will not be right to
say that disrespect is shown by not joining in the
singing.” ‘Standing respectfully but staying silent
does not break any law’. The children’s right to
remain silent, which is itself part of free speech,
was constitutionally protected. Justice Reddy
quoted an American judge, Justice Robert H.
Jackson, from a case, West Virginia State Board of
Education vs Barnette (1943): “If there is any fixed
star in our constitutional constellation, it is that
no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall
be orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or
other matters of opinion or force citizens to
confess by word or act their faith therein.” That
star has not stopped shining.

Now, consider what the MHA order does. It
mandates the playing of the complete six-stanza
version at civil investitures, presidential events,
and flag ceremonies. Everyone must stand at
attention. Schools must start the day with
community singing of the National Song. And,
yes. It includes the four stanzas that the
Constituent Assembly deliberately excluded. The
stanzas invoking Durga with her weapons,
Lakshmi with her blessings and Saraswati with
her knowledge. The logic is simple. If the Court
said that you cannot force people to sing even the
National Anthem (which has constitutional
protection under Article 51A and legal protection
under a specific Act), then you certainly cannot
force them to sing the National Song (which has
neither constitutional mention nor legal
protection). What is forbidden for the greater

Vande Mataram, its six stanzas and a settled question

d¢ UTaRY, SUP B8 UG 3R TP Al g Uy

must surely be forbidden for the lesser.

But this order does something worse. It is not
just asking people to stand. It is making them
participate, even passively, in singing explicitly
religious verses. Consider the position of a
Muslim bureaucrat compelled to stand at
attention as “You are Durga, wielder of the ten
weapons” echoes through the hall, or a Christian
child in a school assembly where Hindu deities
are invoked. That is not a formality. That is a
wound to conscience.

That is exactly what Article 25 of the
Constitution protects against. India’s founders
were not naive. They were building something
extraordinary: a constitutional order that could
hold together a civilization of staggering diversity.
They understood what we seem to have
forgotten. Real patriotism does not require
everyone to pray the same way.

The first two stanzas — “Sujalam, suphalam,
malayaja sheetalam” — celebrate our
motherland’s rivers, fruits, cool breezes, moonlit
nights. They belong to every Indian, regardless of
faith. The later stanzas are beautiful devotional
poetry, but they are addressed to specific deities
of one religious tradition. To mix them together
and force everyone to participate in both is to
break the republic’s founding promise.

What this is really about

Nobody is questioning whether Vande Mataram
deserves respect. Of course it does. Its first two
stanzas lit the fire of resistance against colonial
rule. People sang them in streets and in jail cells,
Hindus and Muslims together, as a battle cry for
freedom.

The real question is simpler: Can the
government force citizens to participate in
religious observance by calling it patriotism? Any
honest reading of the Constitution and the
Supreme Court’s judgments gives you the answer.
No. Bijoe Emmanuel is not some dusty old
precedent. It is alive. It stands for something
essential - in a constitutional democracy, the
right to disagree, even silently and respectfully, is
not treason. It is freedom itself.

The MHA order overturns the 1937 settlement.
It ignores what the Constituent Assembly
deliberately chose. It disregards Article 51A. It
sidesteps the Prevention of Insults to National
Honour Act. It violates the principles in Bijoe
Emmanuel. And it does all this through executive
order, without any law being passed, without any
constitutional amendment, without any court
approval.

If there is any fixed star in our constitutional
sky, it is this. The Republic belongs equally to all
its citizens. To those who sing and to those who,
for reasons of conscience, stand in respectful
silence. To put out that star in patriotism’s name
is to betray the very idea of India that its founders
fought to build. The Constitution does not
demand that we all worship the same way. It
demands that we are all equal citizens. Those are
not the same thing, and no amount of forced
standing can make them so.

The January 28, 2026 order of the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), directing that all
six stanzas of Vande Mataram be played at official functions, with everyone present
required to stand at attention, is not an act of patriotism. It is constitutional vandalism
dressed up in national pride.

28 STAY 2026 B! HEF G HATAT (MHA) F SR # P fean e i a9 awmavy & ot
BT UG MRIBING STIHHI T 9T A1, iR Iufyd 9t a1 Arae= $t go1 & W 8, 98
R1UET 1 B AT B 1 T8 TP TRA S TH W HAUS Aswis B

To understand why, we need to go back to 1937, look at what the Constituent Assembly
decided, and remember what the Supreme Court of India had said in the landmark case,
Bijoe Emmanuel and Ors. vs State of Kerala and Ors. (1986).

g g9 & fore g8 1937 A ST 8N, 3% 8 b wfarems [T = aan fAofg foran, sik arg
HAT 81T 5 URT & Fat=d Urarad 3 UdeTRie AT Bijoe Emmanuel and Ors. vs State
of Kerala and Ors. (1986) § &1 &gl UT|
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1937 settlement is not weakness, but wisdom

1937 T THNAT HHSRY 81, sfew gigwmr o

e In October 1937, the Congress Working Committee met in Calcutta.
TSR 1937 & BT SR 3 S5 Hawar 4 gs A

o What happened there was not appeasement, as some now claim.
JET SNl g3 I8 OB 8T UT, ST $& AN 3 g1aT v g |

¢ Dr. Rajendra Prasad moved the resolution while Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel seconded it.
ST 6% TG A URAT4 AT R WREGR IedHUTS Ued - 39! 99 foar|

e Mahatma Gandhi was there as a special invitee.
Tt M faRIY e & U # Sufkid 31

e The resolution was unanimous.
TRATd Adawfa 9 Tl gar|

e They recognised “the validity of objections raised by Muslim friends to certain parts of
the song” and concluded that “the first two stanzas alone, accepted as the national song
at national gatherings, are in no sense objectionable”.
I “fid & $© YN R giead i gR1 So18 718 muf~ral &t duar &l WeRr fear 3R
fIsep FTa i “Shae Ugd gl Ug, St APt wurelf # Iy i & wu A Wior fe g,
o5t oft = A smufee AE 8

e This was not cowardice. It was common sense.
g SRl -To) AT | I8 A= g i

e The later stanzas of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s poem (Vande Mataram) call out, by
name, the Hindu goddesses Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswati.
dfpT % TEIUTHETT 5t BT (4 ATARH) $ 91 & Ual H fog gad! git, agHT iR TRt
&1 1 feran T B

e One verse literally describes the motherland as “Tvam hi Durga dasa-praharana-dharini
(You are Durga, wielder of the 10 weapons)”.
TP UG B gyl &1 aui o & gl gRvgRuraTiRoft (qu gt 81, 3 3Rd YRl H3- ardl)”
& U H far man gl

e Think about what it means to force a Muslim civil servant, a Christian schoolteacher, a
Sikh soldier, a Buddhist monk, or an atheist scientist to stand at attention while these
verses are sung.
e sueT a1 o § o giea Rifaa Jaw, S8 Rige, R A, dis fug a1 e
AT &1 37 Ul & M A W Aqu™ Gal 8 @eT gH & oy arex fwam sy

e Thatis not fostering unity. That is imposing a religious test in a secular republic.
g Uhdl B §¢Idl ST Tei 71 T8 YR Ye TRTST ® enfife udiem diu=m |

o Even Rabindranath Tagore supported keeping it to two stanzas.
TS AR 7 1 53 3 vt ae W T 1w

e The whole freedom movement — from the moderate to the radical, from the secular to the
devout — agreed that the first two stanzas captured the song’s spirit without hurting
anyone’s faith.
R AT Mgt — SaR I 3Y, YHFRUe F STRITIH — 39 §1d IR Jgqd U fh Ugad g1 ug
Ma Ft UTaT1 B a5 R 3 a1 fonsdt Y st 3t 39 ug AT

e This was not a fringe decision. It was the collective wisdom of the people who fought for
India’s freedom.
g DI GHid (o T8t oT1 I8 YR BT Taazal & fog Jud = aral &) argfee® gfewn

e OnJanuary 24, 1950, President Rajendra Prasad announced that Jana Gana Mana would
be the National Anthem, and that Vande Mataram would “be honoured equally” with it.

24 STaR} 1950 1 IPUTCT oI5 THTG A DV0T 1 b & 701 7 T T M, SR 6
HTaRH D “THH T e se|

e But here is what matters: the Constituent Assembly adopted only the two-stanza version
as the National Song.

W Hgaqul T8 &: WAL FHT A baa 4 uel ard HXH01 &1 AP W & =4 A Sro-mr|

o Those four other stanzas were not accidentally forgotten. They were deliberately left out
because our founders understood something crucial: a secular republic cannot make
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verses devoted to specific gods and goddesses into official symbols
d 3R IR UG YAd 75! SIS MY J| 35 AHGHBR gl T Riifds GAR SRATUDI = FTHH
%uﬁﬁv&awﬁmmﬁﬁwﬁamﬁwwmqﬁwm|

¢ In the Constitution, Article 51A(a) tells every citizen “to abide by ...the National Flag, and
the National Anthem”.
AU & 35 51A(P) T TP ANIRS I “APHA &l SR I M FT FHH S B
fade fear man g

¢ If one notices carefully, the National Song is not mentioned.
g & ¥ < o gty a &1 e 8 8

e When Parliament added fundamental duties through the 42nd Constitutional
Amendment Act of 1976, it specifically listed the Flag and the Anthem. It did not include
the Song.

9 TS 7 1976 & 429 Ay "= RUfaw & Arenw ¥ M wdog oile, 99 S99
Ry U 9 A 3R H & Yeiag far| I fa &t =nfire =8 fa)

e This was not an oversight. This was a choice.
U8 B1S T g | T§ T TG 1|

e The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971, protects the National Anthem,
the Flag, the Constitution. It does not cover Vande Mataram.

P WM aAT e sftfam, 1971 e T, @ SR Wfaur &1 e P13 1 I8
d¢ HTaRH P AT 5T PRl

e There is no legal penalty for not singing it, not standing for it, or not showing it any particular
respect.
s@r:rm?f 3% T 7 TS BF I1 faRy I 7 33 W BIS BT &8 81 8

e This is not accidental. The constitutional framework deliberately treats the anthem
(which is secular and inclusive) differently from the song (which has religious
elements that need to be carefully limited).
Tg TSR To! o | HAUTS STdT AFGHH ITH T (S eiRUer iR TaTa=h §) 3R
ﬁa(ﬁ%mﬁw&baa%ﬁ%muﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁammé)ﬁm-mmﬁ
Edr g

The case about the right not to sing

A & AfYPR A Haford ATHET

e In July 1985, Bijoe, Binu Mol, and Bindu Emmanuel, three children in Kerala, were
expelled from school.

qars 1985 § fash, fag wiar ok fig s8qua, 3 & &9 sl &) Wga A Fsw1ia & faar
i

e They were Jehovah’s Witnesses.
d Jehovah’s Witnesses 31

e Every morning during assembly, they stood respectfully while the National Anthem
played.
TR Y8 WHT P GRM d AP T IoTd THY YD @ ¥ed U

e Butthey did not sing it, because their faith did not allow it.
AfpT d §H T 1Y A, b I7bT YH FHDT SrTATT 7GT et AT

e They did not cause trouble. They did not disrupt anyone.
B BIg W 81 Ug1 Y| I51- fapedt 3t arfera 7 foma

e Then a State Minister got involved, and they were sent out.
R U Trou Wt T gU, oiR 3 aeR faTa foan )

o While the Kerala High Court said the expulsion was fine, the Supreme Court said
absolutely not.
el P S AT - FShRI &1 U8 ogl, 98! guid H1e A fyagpe 78 wan

¢ In his judgment, Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy said the expulsion violated their fundamental
rights to free speech and freedom of religion.
3o fofg & =aragfe sit. feraar Yt A Fe1 i e = 396 sifireafaa @t wad=ran ok oif
B WAl & WP SIfRIGRI &1 Icce o
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Then he wrote something that should be carved in stone: “Proper respect is shown to the
National Anthem by standing up when it is sung. It will not be right to say that
disrespect is shown by not joining in the singing.”

fOhR Igi fora fordl ueR WR sifohd fasar i =g « TH & 9T g gIox Sfad
T faar wrar 8 1 T ® wnfid 7 81 B Sfuw A8t wet o "hdnl”

The Court went further. “Standing respectfully but staying silent does not break any
law.”

AT A 3 FHgl: “THYd D WS e Afb W g1 fhdl BT &1 Ieera= A8l g 1”

The children’s right to remain silent, which is itself part of free speech, was
constitutionally protected.

! BT W ¥eA 31 ARPR, o sifiaafaa &) Tadaar &1 fewn 3, Haune ©u d Wi
Tl

Justice Reddy quoted Justice Robert H. Jackson from West Virginia State Board of
Education vs Barnette (1943): “If there is any fixed star in our constitutional
constellation, it is that no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall be orthodox
in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of opinion or force citizens to confess
by word or act their faith therein.”

TCITCDII%R@ q TCITCI'Eﬁ NS T, AT BT West Virginia State Board of Education vs
Barnette (1943) ¥ 35yd far: “ufe gAR Waenfe eI A o5 RR IR1E, A ag a8 @
& ®1g ot sfrerdY g MufRa 18 &% gwar f& Iwifa, , o a1 faemY # T 9t
8, 3R AAFIRY! 3t Xeg AT FH A ST TRT THHR HA & To1¢ a1ey A8 B AHaTl”
That star has not stopped shining.

I8 aRT 3« ot 9HE 3BT 7

Now, consider what the MHA order does.

39 ¢ {5 MHA &T T3 1 xcll ¢ |

It mandates the playing of the complete six-stanza version at civil investitures,
presidential events, and flag ceremonies.

g fafae = waRIg!, Iyufa $TdwHET iR o HARIGE! 3 B61 Ugi & gul HH ol HI
T Hfard FHRar 2|

Everyone must stand at attention.

it ! FraYT B gE1 A ST §1 g

Schools must start the day with community singing of the National Song.

@l @t & BT Feara AP Wi & Ao AT | FA gRA

And, yes. It includes the four stanzas that the Constituent Assembly deliberately
excluded.

3R g, 399 9 TR ug MfAe § o8 Ifaem g1 A STHqge: ger 4Tl

The stanzas invoking Durga with her weapons, Lakshmi with her blessings and
Saraswati with her knowledge.

3 g S gt (v 3l wfge), @eadt (3ru emfiafe afga) oik wReadt (3= 31 wfga) &
STEH I &

The logic is simple. If the Court said that you cannot force people to sing even the
National Anthem, then you certainly cannot force them to sing the National Song.

b TR 3| Afe IRTeTd = g b ST AP 1 M & g +ft il Y e 18 e wa,
g 8 ey g Tfid T & e S1en T8 AR wdhd |

What is forbidden for the greater must surely be forbidden for the lesser.

ol 73 & fore At 3, a8 ©1e & forg +ff ffvrs gkm

But this order does something worse.

A g oM & 3R ff iR FHrar 7

It is not just asking people to stand. It is making them participate, even passively, in
singing explicitly religious verses.

Ig Rk @ g1 3t A8 Fgdr, 9fch ATl &1 W ©9 & uifife ugl & T |, ua &
fAIfSpg &9 &, YR a9 &1 919 HRar ¢

Consider the position of a Muslim bureaucrat compelled to stand as “You are Durga,
wielder of the ten weapons” echoes, or a Christian child in a school assembly where
Hindu deities are invoked.
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FHed P TP GIead st & ol «gw gt g1, 5 SRl arelt” Yd gU WSl gHI U, Al
& $9T1S = 3 S Wpdt 9T & fRg Sadnait &1 g A @ |

e Thatis not a formality. That is a wound to conscience.
g SIATRE T 181 § | I SHRTeET TR 414 & |

o Thatis exactly what Article 25 of the Constitution protects against.
TE 98 =l R WU &1 3rgwde 25 3611 Hear 2|

¢ India’s founders were not naive. They were building a constitutional order for a civilization
of staggering diversity.

F%Wtﬁﬁqtﬂm 3 3rgyd fafaear arelt g & g Jawfe e s R
|

e They understood something we seem to have forgotten. Real patriotism does not require
everyone to pray the same way.
I a8 THE R 89 Yad Udid B1d & | T=il SRrHfRT Tao! T 8 e @ wrd=n A @t
HIT 1 Pl |

o The first two stanzas — “Sujalam, suphalam, malayaja sheetalam” — celebrate rivers,
fruits, cool breezes, moonlit nights.
TEA A UG — «JoTeTH, GHATH, Haad aara” — ey, wal, 2faa garsif ik giget
Al BT I T B

e They belong to every Indian, regardless of faith.
3 &Y URAH & €, 918 39&T v H1S oft 8

e The later stanzas are beautiful devotional poetry, but they are addressed to specific
deities of one religious tradition.
91E & US Yor HiwT #1ed &, Afd 3 v f 3t fafiy Aaarsit &1 weifia €1

¢ To mix them together and force everyone to participate in both is to break the republic’s
founding promise.

32 e gt Y S & YR A7 & T 918 HA1 TURTSY $ gd a1e i dis 8|

What this is really about

g ada A fPa IR A g

¢ Nobody is questioning whether Vande Mataram deserves respect.
PIs U8 UATd Tel 381 38T b I HIaRH T & 9199 § a1 78] |
e Of course it does. Its first two stanzas lit the fire of resistance against colonial rule.

73 81 81 39 ugd &t Ul A SNufTafe e & fEars uferiy 3t 3mT g |

o People sang them in streets and in jail cells, Hindus and Muslims together, as a battle
cry for freedom.

AN A I TSl 3R el #, g 3R TaaH= QY-A1Y, TWeiwrdl & JEav & =0 F 7|
o The real question is simpler: Can the government force citizens to participate in religious
observance by calling it patriotism?

3R YT TR : T TRDR SUUTRT & TH TR ANIRD| BI UTfifes M d U aa &
fore a1 BR Tt 82

e Any honest reading of the Constitution and the Supreme Court’s judgments gives you the
answer. No.

T 3R Jofiw F1d & FHofal &1 SAFER 3eag 3! IR a1 g1 8t |
o Bijoe Emmanuel is not some dusty old precedent. It is alive.

frel SA9Ta o1 AT SIS thaer 981 81 9% o 1t sRfda 21

o |t stands for something essential — in a constitutional democracy, the right to disagree,
even silently and respectful% is not treason. It is freedom itself.

g U HaUd RIgid &1 Udie § — "auTfe dted § srgdfd &1 AReR, va & 94 iR
HHFYIS g1, IVENE -Te) afcw T 3|

e The MHA order overturns the 1937 settlement.

MHA &T 3T 1937 & JHSIA P Uae a1 gl

e |tignores what the Constituent Assembly deliberately chose.

Ig U™ TUT & TIHgHR 6 MY iy &) TeRsies s 2|
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o It disregards Article 51A.
Ig ¢ 51A Pt AAeeT HRaT 8|

9971932488

o |t sidesteps the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act.
g5 AP TR A AR SRIfraw 3t RIFIR FRar 6|

o It violates the principles in Bijoe Emmanuel.

T ol Siqea &

Rrgidl @1 Seeras HaT 2|

o And it does all this through executive order, without any law being passed, without any
constitutional amendment, without any court approval.

3R I8 9§ SrAuTfereT & TSR |, A1 #13 w1 uika ¥, faar @ w=item, famm

ATy P Wpfa F e gl

o If there is any fixed star in our constitutional sky, it is this.
I TAR AP TP & IS R a7 7, ol 95 Ta1 5

o The Republic belongs equally to all its citizens.

MURTSY 3rq Jat

[ T AT =T 9 21

e To those who sing and to those who, for reasons of conscience, stand in respectful

silence.

FabT 1 S T €, 3R 37T it S SeRTHT $ PRUT G P HIF @S TEd 8|

o To put out that star in patriotism’s name is to betray the very idea of India that its

founders fought to build.

39 AR B! IR F 10 WR FHHT YR B 39 Hd YIa=1 I fayramd 8 S 59

TYRIISH] A FAR|

e The Constitution does not demand that we all worship the same way.

HfauT g8 75} iTar {5 50 99 TP 1 add A Gl B

e |tdemands that we are all equal citizens.

g T BT § b 0 I FHH ANRS &

e Those are not the same thing, and no amount of forced standing can make them so.

Y TP &) 91d 1) &, 3R fp ) SR WeT o A A A T8} g1 9|

Questions and Answers to thé..previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Lincoln
was elected from the newly formed Republican Party. To which party did
he belong before that? Ans: The Whig Party

2. Lincoln was very good in a contact sport and is enshrined in the Hall
of Fame for that sport. Name the sport. Ans: Wrestling

3. What is the relevance of the phrase “You sockdologizing old man-trap’
in the life of Lincoln? Ans: It was the line from ‘Our American
Cousin’ that acted as a cue for John Wilkes Booth to fire the shots
at the President

4. If the famous President’s memorial is in Washington DC, where is his
resting place? Ans: Springfield, Illinois

5. Which national holiday did he establish in 1863 during the Civil War?
Ans: Thanksgiving Day

6. 0n May 22, 1849, Lincoln was given Patent No. 6469 and is the only
U.S. President to have a patent. What did he devise? Ans: A buoying
vessel to lift boats over shoals

7. Apart from Kansas, which two States were admitted to the Union
during Lincoln’s presidency? Ans: West Virginia and Nevada

8. What does the landmark 13 Amendment, passed by Congress shortly
before Lincoln’s death, deal with? Ans: Abolishment of slavery

Visual: Name this legendary English scientist who was born on the same
date and year as Lincoln. Ans: Charles Darwin

Early Birds: Mohan Lal Patel | Sukdev Shet | Arun Kumar Singh | Dodo
Jayaditya | Sadhan Panda

Quiz
Abraham Lincoln and the Whig Party

Background

Abraham Lincoln began his political career as a
member of the Whig Party, one of the major
political parties in the United States during the
early nineteenth century. The Whig Party
supported constitutional governance, economic
modernization, banking reforms, and
infrastructure development, which shaped
Lincoln’s early political thinking and leadership
style in public life.

Transition and Significance
After the collapse of the Whig Party in the 1850s

over the issue of slavery, Lincoln joined the
newly formed Republican Party. His earlier Whig

principles, especially opposition to the expansion of slavery and support for national unity, influenced
his leadership. Lincoln was elected U.S. President in 1860 as a Republican, guiding the nation

through the Civil War and preserving the Union.

Abraham Lincoln and Wrestling
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Background

Abraham Lincoln, before becoming the sixteenth President of the United States, was known for his
physical strength and athletic ability. During his youth in lllinois, he participated in frontier-style
wrestling, a popular contact sport in rural America. Lincoln gained a strong local reputation for his
skill, sportsmanship, and remarkable record in wrestling contests among his contemporaries.

Recognition and Significance

Lincoln reportedly won most of his nearly three hundred wrestling matches, losing only once
according to historical accounts. In recognition of his achievements, he was inducted into the National
Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1992 under the “Outstanding American” category. His wrestling career
contributed to his public image as strong, disciplined, and resilient, qualities later reflected in his
leadership.

The Phrase and Lincoln’s Assassination

Background

The phrase “You sockdologizing old man-trap” comes from the popular comedy play Our American
Cousin, performed at Ford’s Theatre, Washington, D.C., on April 14, 1865. President Abraham
Lincoln was attending the play when actor and Confederate sympathizer John Wilkes Booth entered
the presidential box during the performance, choosing a dramatic and loud moment in the play to
carry out his attack.

Significance

Booth used this humorous line, which provoked loud laughter from the audience, as a cue to fire his

pistol at President Lincoln from behind. The noise masked the gunshot, allowing him to escape briefly.

Lincoln succumbed to his injuries the next morning, and the incident marked the first assassination of
a U.S. President, profoundly shaping American history and national memory

Abraham Lincoln’s Resting Place

Background

Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth President of the United States, is memorialized at the Lincoln

Memorial in Washington, D.C., a national symbol honoring his leadership during the Civil War and his
role in abolishing slavery. However, after his assassination in April 1865, his body was transported by
a special funeral train across several states, allowing millions of Americans to pay their final respects.

Resting Place and Significance
Lincoln was finally laid to rest in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Sprindfield, Illinois, the city where he built his

political and professional life. His tomb, now part of the Lincoln Tomb State Historic Site, remains a
place of national remembrance and historical importance, visited by people from across the world.

Thanksgiving Day and Abraham Lincoln

Background

During the American Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln sought to promote national unity and
gratitude amid conflict and hardship. Influenced by writer Sarah Josepha Hale’s campaign for a
national thanksgiving observance, Lincoln issued a presidential proclamation in October 1863,
designating the last Thursday of November as a national day of thanksgiving and praise.

Significance
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This proclamation formally established Thanksgiving as a recurring national holiday in the United
States. It encouraged citizens to reflect on blessings, express gratitude, and support reconciliation
during wartime. The tradition has continued annually, later standardized to the fourth Thursday of
November, becoming one of America’s most important cultural and national observances.

Abraham Lincoln’s Patent — Buoying Vessel

Background

On May 22, 1849, Abraham Lincoln received U.S. Patent No. 6469, becoming the only U.S. President
to hold a patent. His invention was designed to help boats navigate shallow waters and obstructions
on rivers, reflecting his practical interest in engineering and river transportation, shaped by his
experiences traveling on flatboats during his early life.

Invention and Significance

Lincoln devised a system of inflatable bellows attached to a vessel’s sides that could be expanded to
buoy the boat over shoals and sandbars. Though never commercially built, the design demonstrated
innovative thinking and problem solving. The original patent model is preserved at the Smithsonian
Institution, symbolizing Lincoln’s creativity beyond politics and leadership.

States Admitted During Lincoln’s Presidency

Background

During Abraham Lincoln’s presidency from 1861 to 1865, the United States was undergoing the Civil
War, and the admission of new states was politically significant for strengthening the Union. While
Kansas had been admitted shortly before Lincoln took office in 1861, two more states joined the
Union during his leadership, reflecting strategic and administrative priorities.

West Virginia and Nevada

West Virginia was admitted in 1863 after separating from Confederate Virginia, supporting the Union
cause. Nevada joined in 1864, partly to strengthen Union political support and provide resources such
as silver for the war effort. Their admission during wartime demonstrated Lincoln’s efforts to preserve
national unity and expand the Union despite ongoing conflict.

The Thirteenth Amendment and Abolition of Slavery

Background

The Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution was passed by Congress in January
1865, during the final months of the Civil War and shortly before President Abraham Lincoln’s
assassination. It built upon Lincoln’s earlier Emancipation Proclamation of 1863, aiming to
permanently end the institution of slavery across the entire nation through constitutional authority.

Significance

The amendment abolished slavery and involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime,
throughout the United States. Ratified in December 1865, it marked a historic transformation in
American society, legally freeing millions of enslaved people. The Thirteenth Amendment became a
cornerstone of civil rights, laying the foundation for later constitutional amendments promoting
equality and citizenship rights.
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GS Paper 1: Geography

TOPICS COVERED

| 13 February 2026

1. | In blunt warning, the U.S. says Peru could lose its sovereignty to China

$3I Adra- #, 3ARPT A H81 fF WF U=t FuYar D9 & @) JHar 3

LIMA

In blunt warning, the U.S. says Peru
could lose its sovereignty to China

Al

&H' N"

The Trump administration on Wednesday expressed concern that
China was costing Peru its sovereignty in solidifying control over the
South American nation’s critical infrastructure, a blunt warning after
a Peruvian court ruling restricted a local regulator’s oversight of a
Chinese-built mega port. AP

In blunt warning, the U.S. says Peru could
lose its sovereignty to China

Hal darg-t A, AR®T A Fe1 fF UF U=t
HUYaT 99 &) T qhar &

e  The Trump administration on Wednesday
expressed concern that China was costing Peru its
sovereignty in solidifying control over the South American
nation’s critical infrastructure, a blunt warning after a
Peruvian court ruling restricted a local regulator’s
oversight of a Chinese-built mega port.

Trump administration = YR ! a1 ogad &1 o

China G0 3R] 41 & He@yul giardt gid W g0

Tolgd Hd gU Peruaﬁwwﬁwu@mw% g
H! TG TP U D1 ST & hod b dIG 3115 fora

& IH-FAfHT A O R REE e 3t FERE @
it & ez

GS Paper II: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED

13 February 2026

Gavai

1. | Simultaneous polls do not violate Constitution’s Basic Structure: Justice

THMIR A9 GIAUT P Y& JEAT BT Iea™ ol Hd: <Arygfd Tag

2. | Modi to inaugurate new PMO and Central Secretariat buildings today

T 3ot Y fiewad iR Fshta Tfkrare ya=l @1 Igured Hl

3. | Dubey moves Substantive Motion against Rahul in Lower House

gd A dieayl # Ygd & e geadfed

2= e fear

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in =

Page15



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Simultaneous polls do not
violate Constitution’s Basic
Structure: Justice Gavai

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Simultaneous elections do
not violate the Basic Struc-
ture of the Constitution or
its federal framework,
former Chief Justice of In-
dia B.R. Gavai told Parlia-
ment’s Joint Committee re-
viewing the Constitution
(One Hundred and Twen-
ty-Ninth Amendment) Bill,
2024, which aims to syn-
chronise elections for the
Lok Sabha and Assemblies.

At the panel’s meeting
on Thursday, Justice Gavai
said the legislation brings
“only a change in the man-
ner of elections once”,
which does not breach the
doctrine. The structure of
elections and voter rights
remain the same, he not-
ed, and therefore, the
amendment would be con-
stitutional. He further ex-
plained that it is well with-
in Parliamentary
competence to bring in
such a law.

Since instruments such
as the “no-confidence mo-

tion” remain intact, Justice
Gavai said, there is no im-
pact on the accountability
of the Union or State

governments.

Divided opinions
So far, six former CJIs have
spoken to the panel.

Two of them — Justices
U.U. Lalit and Sanjiv Khan-
na — have raised questions
about the Bill in relation to
the Basic Structure of the
Indian Constitution. Justice
Lalit had said that the legis-
lation in its present form
will not withstand a legal
challenge in the Supreme
Court, while Justice Khan-

na said that it is open to
question as “violating and
offending the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution”.

However, four of the
other former CJIs — Justices
Ranjan Gogoi, DY. Chan-
drachud, J.S. Khehar, and
now, Justice Gavai — told
the panel that the Bill does
not violate the Basic Struc-
ture of the Constitution.

The Parliamentary Joint
Committee, headed by BJP
MP P.P. Chaudhary, is re-
viewing the Constitution
(One Hundred and Twen-
ty-Ninth Amendment) Bill,
2024, introduced in the
Lok Sabha on December 17,
2024.

Mr. Chaudhary also told
presspersons that in Thurs-
day’s meeting, several
members suggested creat-
ing a common electoral
roll for panchayat/munici-
pal, Assembly, and nation-
al elections.

“Making separate elec-
toral rolls for each of these
elections is a tedious task
that usually falls on govern-
ment teachers...,” he said.

Simultaneous polls do not violate Constitution’s Basic Structure: Justice
Gavai

MR g9 SIAUT BT Ga GAT BT Sead gl ded: Arayfd Tas

e Simultaneous elections do not violate the Basic Structure of the Constitution or its federal
framework, former Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai told Parliament’s Joint Committee
reviewing the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024,
which aims to synchronise elections for the Lok Sabha and Assemblies.

IR AT WA B Ga WD 91 39S T od BT Icad Tl DHRd, YR & g4 T
et Y. SR, 98 A e &1 T IfAfa &1 Farn, S @iy (e @ sdat IRiteE)
fada®, 2024 o1 Titen o= @ B, ST ST AHTHT 3R faurayreit & gamal ot
SIS BT & |

e Atthe panel’'s meeting on Thursday, Justice Gavai said the legislation brings “only a change
in the manner of elections once”, which does not breach the doctrine.

AR &1 U0 B Yoo H <raHfd 7198 3 %l b 78 ¥y g9 3 ufsbar ¥ Had TP IR
GG A1 &, S 39 RIGId BT Ieio g Hed|
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e The structure of elections and voter rights remain the same, he noted, and therefore, the
amendment would be constitutional.

5 Hel foh Tl B WRTT 3R ATl SHUHR THH I8 §, 3R 39T I8 H=neH
Faua gl

e He further explained that it is well within Parliamentary competence to bring in such a law.
IR 3T THEm fob U1 ST A1 S BT & & HiaR ]l

e Since instruments such as the “no-confidence motion” remain intact, Justice Gavai said, there
is no impact on the accountability of the Union or State governments.

e T9E A Fel o “HfIYT TRaTa SR I gUTad 94 gU |, ST g A1 I IRBR] Bt
SaEGe! R $Is YHE g Ul

Divided opinions

fawfora 7a

e Sofar, six former CJls have s_poken to the panel.
3§ I B8 Yd g Aranei=if A U9 ¥ aradid &1 ]

e Two of them — Justices U.U. Lalit and Sanjiv Khanna — have raised questions about the
Bill in relation to the Basic Structure of the Indian Constitution.

sﬂﬁﬁa‘r—mmqﬁ-f%g aferd SR Tellg a1 — 7 YR Ty t ga W= & dauf o

fa9u® IR Hard IS |

e Justice Lalit had said that the legislation in its present form will not withstand a legal challenge
in the Supreme Court, while Justice Khanna said that it is open to question as “violating and
offending the basic structure of the Constitution”.
(et @ferd = a1 o1 o oA W | g8 fadas gl #1E 8§ S gHd ST A el
R U, Siafdh Aradfed WA A $ET b 38 AU Bt ga Ta-1 BT Icera 3R SO FHRA
& = H yyiford foan S 9l g

o However, four of the other former CJls — Justices Ranjan Gogoi, D.Y. Chandrachud, J.S.
Khehar, and now, Justice Gavai — told the panel that the Bill does not violate the Basic
Structure of the Constitution.

BT, 3 IR Jd T TR — Arfef Yo Mg, 3978, 959s, 9.0, @eY, 3R 34
S a5 — = U9d &1 5dd1 [ I8 (980 Afqur &Y @ 6= &1 Scaud Tg! ol

e The Parliamentary Joint Committee, headed by BJP MP P.P. Chaudhatry, is reviewing the
Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024, introduced in the
Lok Sabha on December 17, 2024.
o gige f. . D @) sregeran areh wudty Gyad afafa Gy (e @ sAdar
T=ner) fadas, 2024 Tt Trften o 38 8, O 17 fAaR, 2024 & AwquT & O far man
YTl

e Mr. Chaudhary also told presspersons that in Thursday’s meeting, several members
suggested creating a common electoral roll for panchayat/municipal, Assembly, and
national elections.

ft DM 7 BRI W Hel [ AR & do H F3 IS - Taa-RuTiereT, faum=aur ik
P gATEl o fo1T T A1 HAaTdl it S T g3 faa

e “Making separate electoral rolls for each of these elections is a tedious task that usually falls
on government teachers...,” he said.

‘=0 A TP ATd S RT3 HeleTdT Gt ST U B B 8, S STHIR TR TR
fRre/pt WR ST R...,” IBIH FeTl
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Modi to inaugurate new PMO and
Central Secretariat buildings today

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will on Friday formal-
ly inaugurate the new
Prime Minister’s Office and
the Central Secretariat
buildings, and Kartavya
Bhavan 1and 2. He will also
preside over the last meet-
ing of the Union Cabinet in
South Block.

An era will end when
the iconic North and South
Blocks are vacated. North
and South Blocks initially
housed the British govern-
ment, and were taken over
by the Indian government
in 1947. They were de-
signed by Herbert Baker.

South Block houses the
Prime Minister’s Office, as
well as the offices of the
Union Ministries of Exter-
nal Affairs and Defence.

Makmg hlstory The last meeting of the Union Cabinet at South
Block will be held on Friday. FILE PHOTO

North Block houses the Mi-
nistries of Home Affairs
and Finance.

The Prime Minister’s Of-
fice will be moved on Fri-
day to the newly built ‘Seva
Teerth’ complex.

‘Seva Teerth’ will also
house the National Securi-
ty Council Secretariat and

the Cabinet Secretariat, all
of which were previously
situated across different lo-
cations.

Kartavya Bhavan 1and 2
house several key Minis-
tries, including the Minis-
tries of Finance, Defence,
Health and Family Welfare,
Education, Corporate Af-

fairs, Culture, Law and Jus-
tice, Information and
Broadcasting, Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare,
Chemicals and Fertilizers,
and Tribal Affairs.

Both building complex-
es feature digitally integrat-
ed offices, structured pu-
blic interface zones, and
centralised reception facili-
ties. Designed in accor-
dance with 4-Star GRIHA
standards, the complexes
incorporate  renewable
energy systems, water con-
servation measures, waste
management  solutions,
and  high-performance
building envelopes.

“The new building com-
plexes address these issues
by consolidating adminis-
trative functions within
modern, future-ready facil-
ities,” an official statement
said.

Modi to inaugurate new PMO and Central Secretariat buildings today

HIET 3T 7T dreHsit 3R Ssia afuaray yasl &1 3gured St

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi will on Friday formally inaugurate the new Prime Minister’s
Office and the Central Secretariat buildings, and Kartavya Bhavan 1 and 2.

TYTTH ANE L YEHaR B Y HT-H Sratay

1 3R 2 FT MU Igare B |
o He will also preside over the last meeting of the Union Cabinet in South Block.
I8 TSy AP 1 Pt AiHsa & Sifcqd 9o &t sregear w1
e An era will end when the iconic North and South Blocks are vacated.
o wfaffd AT SR ey saTeq Trelt fHT ST Y U i 67 3fd 81|

e North and South Blocks initially housed the British government, and were taken over by the
Indian government in 1947.

Tref 3R Iy =TT H URY H fafewr IR &1 wrafay U, 3R 1947 H 38 URGH IRPR 3

3 3efi o ferm

e They were designed by Herbert Baker.
D1 {STTe ¢ aB gRI fovar T |

e South Block houses the Prime Minister’s Office, as well as the offices of the Union

Ministries of External Affairs and Defence.

3R Sy Ffrared Ha-l, TUT BT Had

I3Y ATp H YUTHAA Srafead & Jr-gry fad=r damerg 3R & JATed & Haiad (R B
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North Block houses the Ministries of Home Affairs and Finance.

a1 st o T8 vty SR faw vamery fRa |

The Prime Minister’s Office will be moved on Friday to the newly built ‘Seva Teerth’

complex.

YT ST & YehaR Hi a M Far did o & wmiaia fear smem

‘Seva Teerth’ will also house the National Security Council Secretariat and the Cabinet

Secretariat, all of which were prewously situated across different locations.

Rﬁgﬁ%‘g@um&nw 3R wifvsa afrarera H g1, S g SrerT-SfeT
R I

Kartavya Bhavan 1 and 2 house several key Ministries, including the Ministries of Finance,
Defence, Health and Family Welfare, Education, Corporate Affairs, Culture, Law and
Justice, Information and Broadcasting, Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Chemicals
and Fertilizers, and Tribal Affairs.
Hdod UaT 1 3R 2 T 8 Y FAred R 8, d fam, e, Wy 3R ufar s,
e, wiaive s, Wwpfa, fafyr iR =, JEeT ik vRvr, $iY i fra ser,
AR 3R I, TYUT ST ST Warerg i ¢ |
Both building complexes feature digitally integrated offices, structured public interface
zones, and centralised reception facilities.

e gl
Designed in accordance with 4-Star GRIHA standards, the complexes incorporate
renewable energy systems, water conservation measures, waste management
solutions, and high-performance building envelopes.
4R GRIHA A& & 37 fgog fu 1T 59 uReRt & Adieoita Sef yonferal, sa
HREUT JUTT, HTRT YU THTYT, 3R ST-HGRI WI SHTaRT M 5 |
“The new building complexes address these issues by consolidating administrative functions
within modern, future-ready facilities,” an official statement said.
“qT YT IRIR SMYFAD, Uaw-3Iq@ Flaurstt & R URINHS S B TAfdhd B 39 &l B
YT HRd &, Th SMABING = & FHgl T[T
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Dubey moves Substantive Motion
against Rahul in Lower House

NEW DELHI

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MP Nishikant Dubey
on Thursday said he had
initiated a Substantive Mo-
tion against Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha Rahul Gandhi for alleg-
edly being “hand in glove”
with “anti-national” forces.

A Substantive Motion is
an independent, self-con-
tained proposal submitted
for the approval of a Legis-
lative House or Assembly,
drafted to express a deci-
sion or opinion. The mo-
tion entails a debate fol-
lowed by a compulsory
vote if the notice is accept-
ed and the motion is
moved.

Mr. Dubey’s remarks
during Zero Hour that he
has submitted a notice for
the substantive motion led
to a furore in the House,
leading to adjournment for
the day.

The Substantive Motion
comes a day after Mr.
Gandhi tore into the India-

Nishikant Dubey says he initiated a Substantive Motion against
Rahul Gandhi for being ‘hand in glove’ with ‘anti-national’ forces. ANl

The motion follows
Rahul Gandhi’s
criticism of the
India-U.S. interim
trade agreement

U.S. interim trade deal, ac-
cusing the government of
compromising  national
interests.

Many parts of his speech
were expunged from the
records, and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Kiren

Rijiju said that the ruling
side would move a Privi-
lege Motion against the
Congress leader.

On Thursday though,
government sources said
there had been no decision
on moving such a motion
and instead it would seek
removal from the records
of more words and lines
from the speech that Mr.
Gandhi has not authenti-
cated so far.

In the Lok Sabha, Mr.
Dubey said that he men-

tioned in the notice that
Mr. Gandhi has engaged
with the Soros Foundation,
the Ford Foundation, and
USAID, and has travelled to
Thailand, Cambodia, Viet-
nam, and the U.S. to en-

gage in  “anti-India”
activities.
The notice said that Mr.

Gandhi, with the help of
the foreign organisations,
has “very cleverly” been
able to “capture the most
pious dais of Parliament to
foment public sentiments,
levelling unsubstantiated
allegations not only against
the Election Commission
but even the Supreme
Court, lowering the dignity
of the government without
any substantive evidence
and putting various other
institutions in bad light.

Speaking to the media
outside the House, Mr. Du-
bey said he had demanded
the cancellation of Mr.
Gandhi’s membership. “He
should be debarred from
contesting the election for
lifetime,” the BJP leader
said.

Dubey moves Substantive Motion against Rahul in Lower House

gd A AHaYT | ga & e gesadfed wiwH uwn faar

¢ Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MP Nishikant Dubey on Thursday said he had initiated a
Substantive Motion against Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi for
allegedly being “hand in glove” with “anti-national” forces.

a1 urdt (uTeTuT) Tie AfRreid ga | AR & &g o I5iH areaHT § fauer &
a1 wgd Mt & Raens HiAd T J PRI drhal & Y FedlRTT & SR H U
gexefed MM & Har g

e A Substantive Motion is an independent, self-contained proposal submitted for the approval

of a Legislative House or Assembly, drafted to express a decision or opinion.

WM UF Wad, W-FfRd uxdra gran & o farsht faur= e ar faem=aur &t
Wipfa & fore v fosar Sran 8, S feseht fofa o1 3 &t soad A & foe duR fasan S g1

¢ The motion entails a debate followed by a compulsory vote if the notice is accepted and the
motion is moved.
gfe; Afew WeR F foran ST § SR URdTa U= faa e &, df 59 AR § 959 & a8 sifard
TG M g |

e Mr. Dubey’s remarks during Zero Hour that he has submitted a notice for the substantive
motion led to a furore in the House, leading to adjournment for the day.
B[ PId (Zero Hour)%ﬁ?‘l’r[ sﬁgéﬁag%cqﬁ%e%ﬁaﬁa%%%vﬁﬁﬂﬁm
8, & & g &1 HRUT &1, Forad g R & o R &< vl

e The Substantive Motion comes a day after Mr. Gandhi tore into the India-U.S. interim trade
deal, accusing the government of compromising national interests.
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Ig Yo fed HiRM U 3T a1g 3 o 4t ieh 7 HRa-3AR®T 3rafid saruR qHeid )
<iIRaT g Rd §U IDR IR AP Rl F FHFAIGT R b1 SR |

Many parts of his speech were expunged from the records, and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said that the ruling side would move a Privilege Motion against the
Congress leader.

I UTUT & s fewdl ol 3ifiyera & ger fear ma, SR wadia o w3t famer fefereg A e
o T S A & R faRwRe R ywarg (fifads #i=m) amem)

On Thursday though, government sources said there had been no decision on moving such a
motion and instead it would seek removal from the records of more words and lines from the
speech that Mr. Gandhi has not authenticated so far.

BTelieh TSR P, TRBRT G - HeT b T ol TRard ) am R B fofg 72 g § ok
& TO 9 uwm%s——rsﬁ?m&ﬁmnmﬁ HfeRE § geH BT AT B3 g orF dw off
et ¥ yETford et fpan g

In the Lok Sabha, Mr. Dubey said that he mentioned in the notice that Mr. Gandhi has
engaged with the Soros Foundation, the Ford Foundation, and USAID, and has travelled to
Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam, and the U.S. to engage in “anti-India” activities.

AeauT &ﬁgﬁﬁw%a@ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁmm%%%ﬁmﬁﬁmm LK)
BISSTM, 3R an‘éé’r(usmn)%muwmé 3R “URA-faRre nfafafiay & =nfera
@ﬁ%%ﬂ:m—éﬁg Faifsar, fagasm, ok smf¥eT ot a1 ]l

The notice said that Mr. Gandhi, with the help of the foreign organisations, has “very cleverly”
been able to “capture the most pious dais of Parliament to foment public sentiments, levelling
unsubstantiated allegations not only against the Election Commission but even the
Supreme Court, lowering the dignity of the government without any substantive evidence
and putting various other institutions in bad light.
ifeq & wer M § 5 ot e 7 faeh TreHt B Ao | ‘9gd IqRE ¥ T9S b Y Ul 1
IR FHeoTl B UGS BT HSHH, Had FHTd TN 5 -Ig] dich GUTH DI & Raamh Ht
FRIUR SR T, 1 farelt 31 16T & TRBR B TRAT B HH F3 3R 3477 i Twumi
DI WIS AT T U A BT B (B gl
Speaking to the media outside the House, Mr. Dubey said he had demanded the cancellation
of Mr. Gandhi’s membership.
;a;%wﬁ%m@ramaﬂﬁ@, ot g 3 BT b g A e &) Tewrar g HRA B A

I
“He should be debarred from contesting the election for lifetime,” the BJP leader said.

“3g ATSIaH TATd Te § dferd far S =nfen,” HreTdT =T 3 STl
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T.N. can have two members on panel to choose DGP: SC

et aa= I9a & affrarg & &) gew g a%d §: gia #id

Too fake to be good
a1 Adel! fb 3resT T8t
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T.N. can have two

members on panel
to choose DGP: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday underscored that
Tamil Nadu must have full
and due representation on
the empanelment commit-
tee of the Union Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPSC) set
to recommend a regular
police chief for the State.

The order by a Bench,
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, ensured
that States’ representation is
not undercut in the selec-
tion of their police chiefs.
The committee comprises
the UPSC Chairperson or his
nominee, the Union Home
Secretary or his nominee,
the Chief Secretary of the
State concerned, the incum-
bent DGP, and an officer
nominated by the Ministry
of Home Affairs.

In Tamil Nadu’s case, the
last regular DGP, Shankar Ji-
wal, had retired on August
31 last year. The State had
appointed G. Venkataraman
as the DGP in-charge. Ho-
wever, Mr. Venkataraman is
also one of the candidates in
the running for the post. Ta-
mil Nadu had written to the
UPSC to allow the Addition-
al Chief Secretary to come in
place of the DGP on the em-
panelment committee, as
Mr. Venkataraman could
not sit on a selection panel

when he himself was a can-
didate in the reckoning.

The UPSC rejected the
State’s request and con-
vened a meeting in Septem-
ber last year, in which Mr.
Venkataraman did not parti-
cipate on the principle that
“no one can be a judge of
his own cause”, though the
Chief Secretary did attend.

In its application before
the Supreme Court, Tamil
Nadu, represented by se-
nior advocate P. Wilson and
advocate Sabarish Subrama-
nium, contested the UPSC’s
stand.

Mr. Wilson argued that
the UPSC’s refusal to accom-
modate the alternative
choice of Additional Chief
Secretary had deprived Ta-
mil Nadu of its rightful num-
ber of representatives on
the committee.

The court agreed with
Tamil Nadu that the slot of
DGP in the panel should not
remain vacant merely be-
cause the acting DGP was al-
so a candidate in the zone of
consideration. “Such a sit-
uation cannot lead to a re-
duction of representation
for Tamil Nadu in the selec-
tion committee. Like States,
Tamil Nadu is also entitled
to two representatives — the
Chief Secretary and a substi-
tute for the acting DGP [Mr.
Venkataraman],” Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant observed.

9971932488

T.N. can have two members on panel to
choose DGP: SC

ottt =rg= Oer A aftreTg & S Tew @)

e The Supreme Court on Thursday underscored that
Tamil Nadu must have full and due representation on
the empanelment committee of the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC) set to recommend a
regular police chief for the State.

WA FIE 7 AR &1 w@iferd foar for aftreasrg &t
o9 o Tafia gferd g o1 Riw i s34 ot 6°
Wi /4T STANT (UPSC) & Bat it & gof &R 3fera
yfcfera o =mfeul

e The order by a Bench, headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, ensured that States’ representation
is not undercut in the selection of their police chiefs.

YR & YT A= Jdhid &1 sregerdm arel Uis &
W#WW%W$WW$Wﬁ
311 Ul 1 = faar syl

e The committee comprises the UPSC Chairperson or
his nominee, the Union Home Secretary or his
nominee, the Chief Secretary of the State concerned,
the incumbent DGP, and an officer nominated by the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

IfAfa o uPsC 3reaet a1 I AId Ul Heia 78
wfua a1 3 fHa wfaffY, J&fa wsa & g afua,
gaar Sieid, 3R 78 HATad gRT A T SRR
RIIECRS RS

¢ InTamil Nadu’s case, the last regular DGP,
Shankar Jiwal, had retired on August 31 last year.
affreATg & THd 1, sifaw Fafia Steitdt e Sitara
3 U@ av 31 TG ! JaTtgh ot ot

e The State had appointed G. Venkataraman as the
DGP in-charge.

T A Y. dpexdH S UURT Sieidt fAgad foar o)

e However, Mr. Venkataraman is also one of the
candidates in the running for the post.

BT, ot dhea +f 59 Ug & o graeRl § 9 U@ § |
e Tamil Nadu had written to the UPSC to allow the
Additional Chief Secretary to come in place of the
DGP on the empanelment committee, as Mr.
Venkataraman could not sit on a selection panel when

he himself was a candidate in the reckoning.

J uPsc &I ferar o fs U@ aftifa o Sttt & =M R srfafvea g afia &
M HRA B AR & ST, aa‘rﬁ?%ﬂémqmaﬂﬂw@ﬁ$wwﬁwﬁq€raa

T&Hd |

o The UPSC rejected the State’s request and convened a meeting in September last year, in
which Mr. Venkataraman did not participate on the principle that “no one can be a judge of his
own cause”, though the Chief Secretary did attend.

UPSC = 19 & 3T

o B SRATHR R fe 3R e af Rydar o So@ gars, fored o

dHeHT 7 “BIs i A B A & ety 8T 8 Iopar Rigid & YR WR HRT g1 form,
gIdife JeT afud Iufyd |

e Inits application before the Supreme Court, Tamil Nadu, represented by senior advocate P.
Wilson and advocate Sabarish Subramanium, contested the UPSC'’s stand.
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T FId 7 o=t anferest 8, aRky siftraear W, faee iR st et e grT
gfaffia fpe T afferrg 3 UPSC & ¥ &I AT &

Mr. Wilson argued that the UPSC’s refusal to accommodate the alternative choice of
Additional Chief Secretary had deprived Tamil Nadu of its rightful number of representatives
on the committee.

ot faeg 7 7 fean i sifafked g afra & defcie faded & WeR 9 A § UPSC A
dftrerTg 1 afifa 3§ 39% dy ufafafert o Jen 9 dfud & e

The court agreed with Tamil Nadu that the slot of DGP in the panel should not remain vacant
merely because the acting DGP was also a candidate in the zone of consideration.

3fTad - afiaTg ¥ Yedfd ot fo UHa § Sieitdt &1 RIF Had 39 HRUT @relt T8} 781
TR % Frfares Sofd +f faarref= Sufiear g

“Such a situation cannot lead to a reduction of representation for Tamil Nadu in the selection
committee. Like States, Tamil Nadu is also entitled to two representatives — the Chief
Secretary and a substitute for the acting DGP [Mr. Venkataraman],” Chief Justice Surya
Kant observed.

W Rufcr == afifar o affrerrg & ufafAfia o o 1 SRUT 6T 94 Fabdll | 37 I1od! Bt
e, dftrerrg it <t wfafafr — qre gfea ik wrfares St [#f deerdA) & wiTHTs —
1 §haR 8,” T Ararder Jdeia 3 fewoht
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Toome to Bégood

Labelling of synthetically generated
content on social media is a must

T he Information Technology (Intermedi-

ary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Amendment Rules, 2026, add a
critical requirement for social media platforms:
Al-generated imagery must now be labelled pro-
minently. Since the draft rules were released in
October, there have been some improvements in
this mandate: it is no longer prescribing a set size
for such a disclosure, nor is it applicable to any
Al-generated imagery that does not seek to pass
off as the real thing. Al-generated imagery has
flooded users’ feeds and they have a right to
know that this imagery is not real. The require-
ment that users declare synthetically generated
content as such is welcome. As India approaches
the Al Impact Summit with a stated intent to reg-
ulate Al only insofar as necessary, the require-
ment shows considerable restraint. Since the
technology for creating synthetic imagery is ra-
pidly evolving, the government will, however,
have to revisit parts of the Rules that impose
proactive detection of synthetic content by plat-
forms — after all, while tech platforms are gener-
ally able to detect synthetic media automatically,
this capability is constantly challenged by the bil-
lions of dollars being invested into ironing out the
flaws that these detection mechanisms rely upon.
What is problematic is the government’s inser-
tion — with absolutely no public forewarning — of
reducing the timelines for taking down content
under the Rules to a mere two or three hours. Re-
ducing such compliance timelines creates one of
two incentives for social media platforms: either
have empowered representatives at all times who
can appropriately weigh the merits of a take-
down notice and balance it against freedom of ex-
pression; or implement a take-down-and-ask-
questions-later approach. Any delay would impli-
cate firms in court by removing their safe
harbour, an outcome they understandably wish
to avoid. This shortening applies to all platforms,
adding a barrier of entry to a space that should be
open to constant challengers in an open Internet.
This shorter timeline was not indicated in Octob-
er, and since comments are not public, there is
no way to confirm if all interests were properly
considered.. The lack of open consultation is a
particularly pressing issue when the main stake-
holders are hyperscalers with hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in planned investments over the
years ahead. Their views need to be open to scru-
tiny, as must the deliberations their inputs lead
to. The IT Rules remain contested in multiple
court cases, and it is inappropriate to make sud-
den changes to social media governance that may
have ramifications for the freedom of expression
without parliamentary debate.

mechanisms rely upon.

Too fake to be good '
T Bl b 3BT ol

o Labelling of synthetically generated content on
social media is a must

e Hifsar ) $hw wu | fAffa anwh ot dafei
Sifard g

¢ The Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Amendment Rules, 2026, add a critical requirement
for social media platforms: Al-generated imagery
must now be labelled promlnently

I Wenfire) (merwy fernfadwr ik fEfea
m%msrrawwi%m) =y W, 2026 IS
g WewiH & o T Aeayul sazadhdl Sisd &:
Al-Sifa Bfaal &Y 3@ Wy U d9d B -Gt
Hulfl
¢ Since the draft rules were released in October,
there have been some improvements in this mandate:
it is no longer prescribing a set size for such a
disclosure, nor is it applicable to any Al-generated
imagery that does not seek to pass off as the real
thing.

e Sragar § guter fAraw Wikt fHu e, ae 59
G § $© JUR §U & 3§ U4 UHIHRur & forg fAfda
MR ik 71 ], 3R 78 I Al-Sifa Bfaal R an
81 g Nt aafae ot fima &1 v T8 S|

¢ Al-generated imagery has flooded users’ feeds
and they have a right to know that this imagery is not
real.

Al B9l A STaTedatel &1 Bl WX 4 & 3R
3% I8 S 1 3R g o I8 ofd arafas =81 8|

e The requirement that users declare synthetically
generated content as such is welcome.

IUANTGH TSl gRT $HAH ©9 AT ARl &1 3
U H 9T B P I HdT W a1 g

¢ As India approaches the Al Impact Summit with a
stated intent to regulate Al only insofar as necessary,
the requirement shows considerable restraint.

S YR Al Impact Summit &1 3R §¢ 387§ 3R
Had HTRID T I Al B fafafid S o1 3R1a1
T B, T8 WAy Seara-a 9w oifdr g1

¢ Since the technology for creating synthetic imagery
is rapidly evolving, the government will, however, have
to revisit parts of the Rules that impose proactive
detection of synthetic content by platforms — after
all, while tech platforms are generally able to detect
synthetic media automatically, this capability is
constantly challenged by the billions of dollars being
invested into ironing out the flaws that these detection

i BT B g9 B ad-t® doil ¥ fTHRIT 81 6 8, WHR &1 37 ot & fewf ot
THET AT N S wiewid gR1 i anht @Y wfhg ugae an axd § — e gef
TH1B! WehIH AR TR HiEH Hf$ar o1 Wd: Udl o dd 8, T8 &Hd 3 3Re] STk &
a1 ¥ AR T | § S Uga oF & HHSINA! DI g B § OIE off 6 6
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What is problematic
T T

What is problematic is the government’s insertion — with absolutely no public forewarning
— of reducing the timelines for taking down content under the Rules to a mere two or three
hours.

T 9% B 7 R 7 famn it wdwfae gd g & ot & agd arh gem &t
FHGT geTaR Had of a1 Fi ge 7R < 7

Reducing such compliance timelines creates one of two incentives for social media
platforms: either have empowered representatives at all times who can appropriately weigh
the merits of a takedown notice and balance it against freedom of expression; or implement
a take-down-and-ask-questions-later approach.

Tt SrguTe AT Te ¥ e Hifear wewid & o 3l fawed 9-a §: a1 ar gaRn
1 Ufaff Iuersy T Wil B¢ & e B TUI-EIY B b DR SfHeufet S Fdd
& Y I S, A1 UgS gersh, a1 | Bt PP S|

Any delay would implicate firms in court by removing their safe harbour, an outcome they
understandably wish to avoid.

foralt 1t 38 @ Hufal &1 AW BTER g IHdT § 3R  3ered | By ! 7, S § Wiy
Y QT e B

This shortening applies to all platforms, adding a barrier of entry to a space that should be
open to constant challengers in an open Internet.

78 1 T wWewid R arg el € 3R gat $exae | T ufawafifal & forg wawr amem der
Fe g

This shorter timeline was not indicated in October, and since comments are not public,
there is no way to confirm if all interests were properly considered.

Tg B! UM SrFgar | Aobfad gt A, &R fer fewfrt ardef~e 7€t €, a8 g A &
DI Wb el ¢ fo AUt fEal wR I faw fean man

The lack of open consultation is a particularly pressing issue when the main stakeholders
are hyperscalers with hundreds of billions of dollars in planned investments over the
years ahead.

et el Ft wt foRiy ¥ U 9 iR g5 § 99 0= RauRe Oes! 3RT stk & fAaifee
= aTd SRR R B

Their views need to be open to scrutiny, as must the deliberations their inputs lead to.

I [FaRI 31 Ardwi-Ie s & forg gar g1 A1y, 3R 30 md! § g1 arett aaid 4|
The IT Rules remain contested in multiple court cases, and it is inappropriate to make
sudden changes to social media governance that may have ramifications for freedom of
expression without parliamentary debate.

S fraw % Srerad ATl § faarfad 99 gU §, ok fomr wadia we9 & sifiraafaa &t
TAAdT IR YU ST arat IR HESan T | SraMe 96ard ST Sfd g

GS Paper 1I:
TOPICS COVERED 13 February 2026
1. | As multilateralism erodes, India must reframe its foreign policy
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‘India’s Neighbourhood First policy has largely failed; ties have taken a hit’

‘YR B T9RES B HIfd F19! g 9 fawa @, daul Sl gepram g
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As multilateralism erodes, India must
reframe its foreign policy

Multilateral structures and international institutions are withering away as power politics and transactional relationships reshape the new world

order: India must reframe foreign policy beyond strategic autonomy, build endogenous capabilities, diversify trade, and pursue Viksit Bharat 2047

peaking in the Rajya Sabha,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
formally acknowledged the new
world order. The hard part is to
formulate a new national identity and
approach to international relations.

Eroding multilateralism

+ India’s leadership of the Global South at
the United Nations General Assembly was
the foundation of its long-standing foreign
policy of ‘strategic autonomy’. The global
rules agreed in the UN established by
former colonial powers led by the U.S.
served their interests in the post-colonial
world. India’s Oxbridge-educated
diplomats had unquestioned leadership
in the UN negotiating text on principles
and rules, successfully diverting pressure
on poor countries. Climate negotiations
ending in 1992 were left entirely to India
by the Global South.

However, China’s rise around 2010,
through the creation of alternative
funding, economic and security
institutions, impacted the intellectual
leadership position of India and also
changed the UN irreversibly. China heads
four principal UN agencies, and its aid
volumes exceed those of the West. The
U.S., now unable to manage the UN
process, has withdrawn from 31 UN
institutions.

In 1986, the U.S. launched the Uruguay
Round of trade negotiations, leading to
the World Trade Organization (WTO) in
1995, where developing countries
interests became more differentiated, and
India struggled to secure its interests. In a
more equal world, since 2019, the U.S. has
rejected the dispute settlement
mechanism of the WTO, making it
dysfunctional and reverting to unilateral
tariffs. China, in contrast, has diversified

its exports away from the U.S. and is now
the largest trading partner of 120
countries.

The problem India faces is not from the
rise of China. While the EU and Canada
acknowledge the collapse of the
multilateral structures, developing
countries are wondering how to revive
them. With the potential to become the
world’s third-largest economy, India is
particularly impacted in the
U.S.-dominated world of transactional
relationships, even willing to discard
NATO.

The evolution of strategic autonomy
First, leadership of the Global South gave
India outsized influence and now where
do you speak for developing countries
when international institutions and law
have withered away? The U.S. and China
are competing for technological
dominance, not votes in the UN.

Second, ‘strategic autonomy’ applied
to the Cold War when India led the
Non-Aligned Movement. It lost relevance
after the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991 and gradually became a self-declared
identity used to rationalise foreign policy
choices. India joined the U.S.-led
rejuvenated Quad in 2017 and then chose
the Russian $-400 missile system over the
U.S. Patriot system in 2018.

The reality is that India gravitated
towards the Soviet Union after its 1951
veto prevented discussion of Kashmir in
the UN Security Council. Russia remains
India’s only long-trusted partner giving
cutting-edge military technology, which
the U.S. is chipping away at testing India’s
resolve to remain a third pole ina
multipolar world.

Third, with China’s rise, U.S. analysts
began describing India not as strategically
autonomous but as a “swing state.” The
current U.S. military strategy rejects

containment of China.

Power politics

The major scope of international
relations, outside of alliances, was within
multilateral institutions which has now
returned to asymmetric relations.
Reciprocity in tariffs is redefined as
“America first”, implying others areina
subordinate relationship. Under the
India-U.S. Framework Agreement, India
has agreed to double imports, largely
industrial products, while the U.S.
continues an 18% tariff, unilaterally
deciding reductions clearly after further
concessions. The EU trade agreement
eliminated 70% tariff lines with phased
reciprocal reductions.

The real question for India is why it
was targeted by the U.S. tariffs and how to
grow in a world marked by flux.

The U.S. is determined to prevent the
rise of another China and India alone has
the potential to overtake the U.S. China
exploited multilateral rules to become a
fiercely independent global
manufacturing power and that
opportunity no longer exists. The
long-term U.S. policy of keeping India
apart from Russia and China has now
gained greater force and blunting it will
test Indian diplomacy.

Reframing foreign policy
India’s comparative advantage lies in its
young population; nearly half of Silicon

Valley’s workforce traces its roots to India.

Building and attracting that talent can
develop the capability to become a ‘cyber
superpower’, spreading Al across
security, manufacturing and services to
secure development space.

To achieve this, India needs good
economic and technological relations
with the U.S., Russia, and China, Free
Trade Agreements (FTA), and,

importantly foreign policy replacing
‘strategic autonomy’ with “Viksit Bharat
2047".

First, taking a leaf from China and the
U.S. in the early 1900s, India should bide
its time, maintain a low international
profile and develop endogenous
capabilities, requiring a diplomatic
posture to accelerate the Asian Century
and a passive role in all other regions.

Second, India must prioritise trade
diplomacy by diversifying exports away
from the U.S., even as vulnerabilities
remain in bilateral relationships. Now that
India is open to industrial imports, the
push for FTAs must continue with Asia,
soon to have two-thirds of global wealth,
and Africa, the fastest-growing continent.

Third, India should create new
technological, cyber and space relations
with Russia, its steadfast and tested
partner, now more an Asian than
European power. It should also enable
China to invest in infrastructure and
partner manufacturing, with safeguards,
to take advantage of trade opportunities
and accelerate growth.

Fourth, India should treat relations
with Pakistan as a foreign policy issue
rather than a security challenge. A new
water-sharing arrangement incorporating
the needs of the Kashmir Valley, revival of
the Iran-Pakistan-India Peace Pipeline
with Pakistan benefiting from transit fees,
and even a trade agreement could create
economic incentives.

Lastly, as chair of BRICS, India has an
opportunity to articulate its new foreign
policy by building consensus on
repositioning BRICS as an economic
cooperation community, not a political
multilateral body. Linking official digital
currencies to make cross-border trade,
repatriation and tourism payments
smoother will be a good first step.
(Mukul Sanwal is a former UN diplomat)

As multilateralism erodes, India must reframe its foreign policy

j%jﬁagq&mmvﬁwé,maﬁmm%aﬁmm

e Multilateral structures and international institutions are
withering away as power politics and transactional
relationships reshape the new world order; India must
reframe foreign policy beyond strategic autonomy, build
endogenous capabilities, diversify trade, and pursue Viksit

TRITE AR B E!  Fifs

Bharat 2047

TIfeRT ST 3R A-8 SmuTRd e ¢ fay soawt &)
PR T R T; HRA | 0 Taraear 9 3 aga oo fadsr e 1 gafes s
IR, SATARD &S BRI B! A1eT, SR &1 fafaehieor s anfgu ok fasfe
YR 2047 HT A YT HRAT A6 T

New world order and India’s strategic autonomy

5 fay gawT 3R WRT ot aHRe

e Speaking in the Rajya Sabha, Prime Minister Narendra Modi formally acknowledged the

new world order.

ITTUT H Sicrd gU T g Wi 3 iueniRes U I 78 fay soawit &1 Wer

g dr
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The hard part is to formulate a new national identity and approach to international
relations.

HIET YR § 1% AP U SR SFARRIPI Haeii F Ul D10 R 311

Eroding multilateralism

&fror grar

ggyu&diq

India’s leadership of the Global South at the UN General Assembly was the foundation of
its foreign policy of strategic autonomy.

HYed MY HETRIHT | Telae AISY & I - YR b AR w@raar snumid fad=r Hifd &1
RICKSCl

Global rules agreed in the UN, led by former colonial powers headed by the U.S., served their
interests in the post-colonial world.

g P 97 3y Fow, e 9@ e aftd ud Sufawmard wifsar = forar, 38
JuaRIR gl | 34 fga g

India’s Oxbridge-educated diplomats led UN negotiating texts, diverting pressure on poor
countries.

YR & Siferaferet Riféra et ¥ wgad 1y ardfeft & e 3= W 3319 & ATl
Climate negotiations ending in 1992 were left entirely to India by the Global South.

1992 H YHTW Serary araid g3 oRe Tead A1y 7 URd W 1S df f|

China’s rise around 2010 through alternative funding, economic and security institutions
changed the UN and weakened India’s intellectual leadership.

TATHAT 2010 % 3TN - & Jbfeus faxia, anfie ok JRam Twum=l & A1em | Ieg 3
TG Y Pl Tl 3R HRA F Sfad Aqd DI IR bl

China heads four principal UN agencies and its aid volumes exceed the West.

N IR YW HYF Y TSRl &1 7@ B 3 SR 3! HgTadl AT Ui § $ifie 3|
The U.S. has withdrawn from 31 UN institutions.

SANDT 31 WY Y HRIT3HT Y I1ER 81 HT 5

In 1986, the U.S. launched the Uruguay Round, creating the WTO in 1995, where India
struggled to secure interests.

1986 T 3R 7 I¥7a IR Y= fohal for 1995 H WTO &1, W8T R 3o fd JRférd &
o Tu FHra g

Since 2019, the U.S. rejected the WTO dispute settlement mechanism, making it
dysfunctional and reverting to unilateral tariffs.

2019 ¥ AR Y WTO faare e @3 &) sraieR F= far, o ag fAfseg gan ok
THARBT Yewb A gU|

China is now the largest trading partner of 120 countries.
= 316 120 N T HIQ TST ATITRS URIER g

India’s challenge is not China’s rise but the collapse of multilateral structures in a U.S.-
dominated transactional world.

W?W%Wmﬁmm-umm-ﬁwmgﬁmﬁm&ﬁuaﬁm
a3

The evolution of strategic autonomy

ATHIYS W<l &1 fasrg

Leadership of the Global South once gave India outsized influence, but now international
institutions and law have withered. ]

e HISY $1 @ HH HRA BT ST THE Sl UT, W 3 AP HRITE 3R ST
HHR 81 T &

The U.S. and China now compete for technological dominance, not UN votes.

319 3@ 3R i a-Het gy & o uferaef 3 R ¥, yaa 1y diel & for =

‘Strategic autonomy’ applied during the Cold War when India led the Non-Aligned
Movement.

M g F GRM YRA & [efRUS igia Aqa o Amive Wrawdr ar |
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It lost relevance after the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union.

1991 ¥ TIITd Y & 4a & §1g SYBT Hgd °e 1|

India joined the U.S.-led Quad in 2017 and chose Russian S-400 over U.S. Patriot in
2018.

YR 7 2017 H MR Age a1at B1s & Uaw foa ok 2018 A iyt Afeue &t soma
T $-400 T

India gravitated towards the Soviet Union after its 1951 veto on Kashmir in the UN
Security Council.

YR 1951 H HYE Y Y& uRu F HIAR W Hifdad diet & a1 ifagd 99 1 3R g
Russia remains India’s long-trusted partner providing cutting-edge military technology.
T URA $T ST YT Argier a1 g3 § off I9d AT aPh-11d U™ &l g
The U.S. is testing India’s resolve to remain a third pole in a multipolar world.

3T YRT Bt Igydia giar & ARt 4 59 81 9t ufiasar & e @8l

With China’s rise, U.S. analysts call India a “swing state” rather than strategically
autonomous.

I & 3T & dIG HRS! f[aRaves URd & “f&iT We” Fed 8, 7 & gmke U 3 @l

The current U.S. military strategy rejects containment of China.

FaaH MRt T I FH B A P Hifd B AP R Hel B

Power politics

The major scope of international relations, outside of alliances, was within multilateral
mstltutlons which has now returned to asymmetric relations.

Hael o1 BT GRRT, TaYHl I a6, TgUaa SR 1 o7 il 3¢ bR Sraufira
"ael § gad T 5|
Reciprocity in tariffs is redefined as “America first”, implying others are in a subordinate
relationship.

e & yrRTfiwdr &1« B & T § gAdRyIiG fosar man §, o o srdiey

ey ¥ fowd g

Under the India-U.S. Framework Agreement, India has agreed to double imports, largely

industrial products, while the U.S. continues an 18% tariff, deciding reductions after further

concessions.

HRA-3AR®T hHad THSNA P ded HRd 7 TATd GR[AT B TR g <1 &, :

gﬁaﬁﬁwm,aﬁaﬁﬁmm%WWT@m%sﬁ?ﬁ?W%aﬁ T FHRal
I

The EU trade agreement eliminated 70% tariff lines with phased reciprocal reductions.

$Y UTUR JHSA 7 70% TRE A3 &1 JAT faar 3R TRUEG UREWRE FHerd Bt |

The real question for India is why it was targeted by U.S. tariffs and how to grow in a world
marked by flux.

ggﬁm St Uy & [ 3O st N &1 aea i 97 T SiR ufvad=iRita g o
!

The U.S. is determined to prevent the rise of another China and India alone has the potential
to overtake the U.S.

SARET TR T F 3T &1 A% & foT 23 | 3R dad YRA H siRHT & i Blea &t
AT B

China exploited multilateral rules to become an independent global manufacturing power,
an opportunity that no longer exists.

I+ agueha At &1 Suah e Wdd Af¥e fafamior ifea s feemn, T s e
T 5

The long-term U.S. policy of keeping India apart from Russia and China has gained greater
force.

YR &1 & 3R T F 3@ 1 Ft Srdapiiers Rt i o 3R Holgd 81 718 |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page28



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Reframing foreign policy

fadwr ffa

Cdl

India’s advantage lies in its young population; nearly half of Silicon Valley workforce
traces roots to India.

YRA BT dTehd ST AT AT &; FfRrepieT aeht wrdae &1 @y sime fewm yRd ¥ Je1 31
Building and attracting this talent can make India a ‘cyber superpower’ spreading Al across
security, manufacturing and services.

=g fquT & fAwsRia 3R e e HRT “ATgaR URUTAR’ §9 Tohdl & ST Al HI JRE,
fafermtor ofik areii & Har)

India needs strong economic and technological relations with the U.S., Russia and
China, FTAs, and a shift from strategic autonomy to Viksit Bharat 2047.

YR &1 AN, T 3R 9197 & 1Y Hogg e 9 aop-iat WaY, THIg, ik Gk

WAl T fAsRId YR 2047 3 3R S¢ad T1fgu|

India should maintain a low international profile, develop endogenous capabilities, and
accelerate the Asian Century.

E2E ISRy

India must prioritise trade diplomacy and diversify exports away from the U.S. while pushing
FTAs with Asia and Africa.

YR &I SATUR FHe-itta B Trufidmdr <d g smiver A fFrafa fafadtezo sik tRmar g
SIBIPT & ATY THETT 911 AUl

India should build new technological, cyber and space relations with Russia and allow
China investment in infrastructure and manufacturing with safeguards.

YRA B = &A1Y dH-1a], Argar AR Safer TganT 9o a1y iR GRem Iural & Ay
99 & faw & srgafa i =nlRu

India should treat relations with Pakistan as a foreign policy issue, including a new water-
sharing arrangement, revival of Iran-Pakistan-India Peace Pipeline, and possible trade
agreement.

R & ifdrear wael o) fader ifa &1 geg A gu 7 sra-faavor gusiar, $H-
UIfPTATH-HRT UTSUATSH Ysiia-, 3R YHIAd SaTIR AT ST A1eu|

As BRICS chair, India can reposition BRICS as an economic cooperation community,
linking digital currencies for smoother cross-border trade and payments.

oo reaed & U H URd 39 nfie WediT e ¥ 9ad &l ¢ 3R fSforea garsh &t
ISP HHTUR ATIR T YA S GH S Tl 3
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‘India’s Neighbourhood First policy
has largely failed; ties have taken a hit’

As Bangladesh and Nepal witness a consolidation and reconsolidation of political forces, New Delhi must reflect on whether the subordination of its

regional interests to the domestic needs of BJP is helping, says Editor of Himal Southasian; India’s standing in the region taking a hit, he says

INTERVIEW

Roman Gautam

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

s Bangladesh and
A Nepal hold crucial

elections — on Fe-
bruary 12, and March 5,
respectively — following
dramatic youth-led upris-
ings, the outcomes will be
closely watched, for they
will not only reshape dom-
estic politics in the two
countries but also impact
regional dynamics. Speak-
ing to The Hindu, Roman
Gautam, Editor of Himal
Southasian, reflects on the
political churn in the re-
gion, India’s role, and the
prospects for regional
cooperation. Edited
excerpts:

The region has seen
three uprisings in
recent years — Sri Lanka
in 2022, Bangladesh in
2024, and Nepal last
year. When you look
back, what was most
striking?

The most obvious take
away was the depth of dis-
content that has existed in
all of these countries.
While some say it is all so-
cial media — social media
certainly played a signifi-
cant role — it is the eco-
nomic drivers that we must
pay more attention to.

In Sri Lanka you had an
outright economic crisis
that was in many ways
more than the political dis-
content. It was economic
desperation that was driv-
ing so many people out on-
to the streets. In Bangla-
desh, the focus was on the
authoritarianism and the
brutality of the Sheikh Ha-

sina regime. But if you re-
member in the lead up to
these uprisings in both
Bangladesh and Nepal,
cost of living was a big
question that kept coming
up.
The fixation on politics
in the near-term is because
it is easier to make sense
of, especially when there is
an election. The economic
dynamics evolve over a
longer term. The frustra-
tion with corruption was
such a universal theme.

In Sri Lanka, the presi-
dential and general elec-
tions were held [after the
uprising] and we saw a
pretty thorough sweeping
out of the old political or-
der and the first real op-
portunity at governance
for the JVP [Janatha Vi-
mukthi Peramunal. 1 re-
member  conversations
back home in Kathmandu,
where when [the uprisings
in] Sri Lanka and then Ban-
gladesh happened, on a
few occasions I heard peo-
ple saying “we have the
same problems, our turn
will come too”, and it did,
very shockingly and
violently.

Both Bangladesh and
Nepal are going to the
polls. What does the
political landscape look
like now?

With the elections, it is
now the consolidation
phase. The question is how
much of an overhaul are
we likely to see. In Bangla-
desh, was the uprising
against the entire old order
or much more against the
Awami League? The BNP
[Bangladesh ~ Nationalist
Party] is the front runner,
the favourite in the elec-
tion right now, which is not
a complete root-and-stem
overhaul of the system.

Roman Gautam

The BNP has its own, very
problematic history. The
BNP’s record shows many
of the same sins that the
Awami League was casti-
gated for.

The big question in Ban-
gladesh now is what is the
BNP? With Khaleda Zia’s
passing, there is a genera-
tional shift and [emerging]
dynamics within the party,
including over exactly how
the new leadership takes
shape. So what kind of BNP
are we likely to get and
what is the BNP now going
to stand for?

There are fears within
Bangladesh of a return to
some of the old ways. The
security apparatus that Ha-
sina inherited and built up
remains largely intact. The
students-led party [Nation-
al Citizen Party], born out
of the July revolution, has
tied up with the Jamaat [Ja-
‘maat-e-Islami], which
some people saw coming,
but a lot of people were
surprised and shocked.
‘Women leaders are asking
if this party is really going
to represent the spirit of
what they came out onto
the streets for. The Jamaat
is making statements that it
will not throttle women’s
rights. Given its record,
that needs to be taken with

1YY

a big grain of salt.

‘What about Nepal? The
old actors are still in the
fray, isn’t it?

In Nepal, it is that process
of reconsolidation. It is fair
to predict that the old par-
ties, the traditional three
for us in recent times, the
Nepali Congress, the UML
[Communist Party of Ne-
pal (Unified Marxist-Leni-
nist)], and also the Maoists,
will take a beating at the
polls.

Even within each of
those parties, there has
been a process of trying to
reinvent themselves, cer-
tainly within the UML and
the Congress. Voters are
trying to understand what
kind of party each of them
will emerge as.

The frustration and the
memory of the revolt re-
main very fresh. We have
seen some consolidation
among the newer political
forces. Especially now, the
two newer faces of Nepali
politics, Rabi Lamichhane
and Balen Shah, have
come together under a sin-
gle party structure. That in
itself has its own contradic-
tions and clashes, and we
will have to wait and see
how long it lasts. There is a

very good chance that we
see a scattered mandate in
Nepal. Compared to Sri
Lanka or Bangladesh, Ne-
pal is more unpredictable
because of the sheer num-
ber of little parties.

India is avowedly
pursuing a
‘Neighbourhood First’
policy. How would you
evaluate that?

A realistic assessment of
‘Neighbourhood First’
from the time the slogan
was launched is that it has
been little more than a slo-
gan. Whatever efforts there
have been out of New Del-
hi, they have largely failed
because overall New Del-
hi’s relationships and ties
with its neighbours are not
better than they were back
then [2014]. In many cases,
they are severely worse.
Bangladesh is a stark ex-
ample. Anti-India senti-
ment has become an in-
creasing part of the
political landscape in the
Maldives and in Nepal.

There is a process under
way of the subordination
of New Delhi’s regional in-
terests to the domestic
needs of the BJP [Bharatiya
Janata Party], rather than
the bilateral interests or re-
gional interests.

For New Delhi, the grea-
ter metric of success right
now is perhaps whether
the complexities of the re-
gion can be saffronised in a
way that becomes palata-
ble to the domestic au-
dience. The BJP does have
a lot of domestic electoral
and political gain to har-
vest from pushing this nar-
rative on Bangladesh, as
much as that narrative is
deeply injurious to Bangla-
desh-India ties.

The amount of damage
that does to India’s stand-

ing and goodwill towards
India cannot be overstated.
Indian aid in the wake of
the economic crisis or the
natural disaster in Sri Lan-
ka, for instance, is enor-
mously to India’s credit. In
Nepal, too, we are in In-
dia’s debt after the earth-
quake. And yet you have all
these positives in the ba-
lance sheet, and you have
this massive negative that
very often wipes out a lot
of the positives.

We must also ask where
is India trading the most?
India’s biggest trade partn-
er in terms of materials be-
ing imported is China and
yet you have New Delhi
coming to Kathmandu or
Dhaka and putting pres-
sure on the governments
there to throttle trade with
China. The hypocrisy of
that is noticed and known,
and it counts as a massive
negative in that balance
sheet of bilateral and multi-
lateral regional ties with
India.

‘Where does that leave
regional cooperation?

Things are in many ways
quite bleak politically for
any kind of South Asian re-
gionalism. That is not the
ultimate goal to pursue.
The ultimate goal for each
of our countries to pursue
independently is the well-
being of their own citizens.
The logical course of that
will lead to greater regional
integration simply because
of the economic logic. With
that frame in mind, it is
tragic the way that politics
is standing in the way of
that. For all its regional and
global ambitions, India is
not taking a hard enough
look at the extent to which
its domestic politics is poi-
soning the well regionally
and beyond.

‘India’s Neighbourhood First policy has largely failed; ties have taken a hit’

“URH P! 1GRgS B AIfd PIBI &G dP [Ahd TB1; Aael Bl FedT T 8’

¢ As Bangladesh and Nepal witness a consolidation and reconsolidation of political forces,
New Delhi must re-elect on whether the subordination of its regional interests to the domestic
needs of BJP is helping, says Editor of Himal Southasian; India’s standing in the region

he says.

taking a hit,

@f@-%ﬁ Bangladesh 3R Nepal H IeHIfa® il &1 Qﬂ"'f’cﬂ 3R B CHER g 2T ], Himal
Southasian & YUIGH HT Hg1 ¢ [ T el &I I8 faaR &1 a1t fos 1 Iuas &l feat
B BJP $I IR SMARISH IS & e AT HEGTR §; ST gl § & &7 § URd &t Rufd
B T XET 8 |

e As Bangladesh and Nepal hold crucial elections — on February 12, and March 5,

respectively — following dramatic youth-led uprisings, the outcomes will be closely watched,
for they will not only reshape domestic politics in the two countries but also impact regional
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Fal-qdd aTd ATCH T 3fialeHi & d1G Bangladesh 3R Nepal SHRT: February 12 3R March

5 %] Tg@yul IATd BRI R 7, o TR R Hal ToR 7, Fifes 9 7 Had qiHl o= & e

Tr\‘rrrﬁl%rﬁ:m TR T Ffeh &A1Y Tr=ied o1 Ht yvifad s |

Speaking to The Hindu, Roman Gautam, Editor of Himal Southasian, re(Jects on the
political churn in the region, India’s role, and the prospects for regional cooperation.

The Hindu ¥ §Td &d gU{, Roman Gautam, Editor, Himal Southasian, q &7 | Jorifae
JYA-GYd, HRd B YfAHT 3R &3 TgaT &1 WHTIaI1eH R IR sed |

The region has seen three uprisings in recent years — Sri Lanka in 2022, Bangladesh in
2024, and Nepal last year.

BT & auf & & § <fiF fagg §¢ — Sri Lanka in 2022, Bangladesh in 2024, 3R Nepal last
year|

The most obvious take away was the depth of discontent that has existed in all of these
countries.

T Wy frepy g et <= H Mg sy &1 TevTs ot

In Sri Lanka you had an outright economic crisis that was in many ways more than the
political discontent.

Sri Lanka ¥ T QAT AT® Have AT Sl g AH! H oI sy 4 ot $ifda T

In Bangladesh, the focus was on the authoritarianism and the brutality of the Sheikh Hasina
regime.

Bangladesh T ¥ Sheikh Hasina Y8 & 3(feMTIeharg 3R HoRdl | U7

The frustration with corruption was such a universal theme.

YSTIR & Ul FRT=N U ardifies fawg ot

Both Bangladesh and Nepal are going to the polls.

Bangladesh 3R Nepal Gl I &1 3R §¢ 37 &1

The BNP [Bangladesh Nationalist Party] is the front runner, the favourite in the election
right now.

BNP (Bangladesh Nationalist Party) 38 79 g-1d & 3roft ofik uicfier At o %61 3
The big question in Bangladesh now is what is the BNP?

Bangladesh T 981 JaTd U8 & {5 BNP 3/@ &1 872

With Khaleda Zia’s passing, there is a generational shift.

Khaleda Zia & 4T & 1Y U WETd searg Mgl

The students-led party [National Citizen Party], born out of the July revolution, has tied up
with the Jamaat [Jamaat-e-Islami].

@ﬁ-ﬁﬂc_c{ arar urdf [National Citizen Party], il \‘{K‘ﬂé Hifaq ﬁw,  Jamaat-e-Islami &
Y T3S T g

What about Nepal? The old actors are still in the fray.

Nepal frtgﬁ@a@ 3§ M AeF A §

The traditional three for us in recent times, the Nepali Congress, the UML (Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist—Leninist)), and also the Maoists, will take a beating at the
polls.

B1d & gAY H URUR® <iF g — Nepali Congress, UML (Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist—Leninist)), 3R T13flardl — gA1a & e W1 TdHd 5|

The two newer faces of Nepali politics, Rabi Lamichhane and Balen Shah, have come
together under a single party structure.

UTH TSI & &1 7T 98X, Rabi Lamichhane 3iR Balen Shah, T& g1 UTE| gfdl & dgd 1Y
3T Bl

India is avowedly pursuing a ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy.

HYRd 9T ¥4 ¥ ‘Neighbourhood First’ Ffd &1 UTa &3 &1 gl

A realistic assessment of ‘Neighbourhood First’ from the time the slogan was launched is that
it has been little more than a slogan.

‘Neighbourhood First’ &1 9414 Teidh I8 § fh AR & T4 & L= g & dIc Ig BT 8¢
T Had AR g1 &1 @1 5 |

Whatever elJorts there have been out of New Delhi, they have largely failed because overall
New Delhi’s relationships and ties with its neighbours are not better than they were back then
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[2014].

75 faett I S off 79 §U, 9 BT B8 ao (A d g i 3P TSIl & A1Y Taef 2014 H
I H 98K el gl

In many cases, they are severely worse.

Fs HHdl # 9 TR ¥ W9 gU |

Bangladesh is a stark example.

Bangladesh ST&T WY 360
Anti-India sentiment has become an increasing part of the political landscape in the Maldives
and in Nepal.

Maldives 3R Nepal H HRd-faRieh WWWWWWWT@%I

There is a process under way of the subordination of New Delhi’'s regional interests to the
domestic needs of the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party).

:T"ic faeelt & &g fgdi &1 BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) P WW@T & 3T B
! ufehar IR g1

Indian aid in the wake of the economic crisis or the natural disaster in Sri Lanka, for instance,
is enormously to India’s credit.

s e a1 Ui SMUaTl & §1G Sri Lanka &1 &1 T8 YR HeTddl YR o fod 9gd 94
&1 914 5|

In Nepal, too, we are in India’s debt after the earthquake.

Nepal & 1t Y&U & 91¢ 51 URd & BT 51

India’s biggest trade partner in terms of materials being imported is China.
Sfrefad I & g § YR BT 9o 981 AN WIEIGR China 81

The hypocrisy of that is noticed and known, and it counts as a massive negative in that
balance sheet of bilateral and multilateral regional ties with India.

Y UGS P! 3T 3R ST ST ], 3R U8 HRd & 91y fguefia ok sgueft &=t deet ot
Tga e § Uh 981 THRIHAS HRE §d1 5 |

Where does that leave regional cooperation?

TR &N WETNT S8l WSl 8Idl 872

Things are in many ways quite bleak politically for any kind of South Asian regionalism.

feb it i TePR & <l TS &RftaaTe & o roiiicles U 9§ RUfd s Wi # St
IBREUSEE

For all its regional and global ambitions, India is not taking a hard enough look at the extent to
which its domestic politics is poisoning the well regionally and beyond.

3T &y 3R 3 HEaTDiansl & Save, HRd 59 §1d W T4 BoR ¥ T8l STl 61 8
& ITPT W oI & 3R ITA W AR H fohd 8¢ do fawred a1 361 81

GS Paper I1II: Economy,

TOPICS COVERED | 13 February 2026

1.

Zero tariff textiles exports to U.S. possible for India: Goyal

YRA & I et & I 376 R o~ Frafa "@va: Taa

2.

Retail inflation at 2.75% in new Consumer Price Index with 2024 as the base
year

Y IUUIHIT o APIP | 2024 DI YR T4 TGd g T a1 2.75% T

For Bengaluru florists, nothing is coming up roses even amid Valentine’s
Day hype

TIE & Td IATGHI & (o€ ddersd s @t gdi & arg W grara sgopa Tt

Lok Sabha passes Industrial Relations Code Bill to avoid confusion over
2020 Act

ST A 2020 FFAFIH W YA | F9+ & fo ssReaa Ravig ois
fada® uiva fean
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Farmers’ pulse

oA &1 T

Is a double-engine government crucial for growth?

T STd-3o WRPR f9e™ & o agayuf g2

Zero tariff textiles exports to
U.S. possible for India: Goyal

Commerce Minister says India will receive concessions on textiles exports as Dhaka got through

its deal with Washington; the agreement is being finalised, will have details in fine print, he adds

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

ndia will receive the
l same benefits on tex-

tiles exports under its
interim trade agreement
with the U.S. as Bangladesh
gained through its own
deal, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Thursday.

“Just as Bangladesh has
a facility that if raw mate-
rial is purchased from
America, then if you pro-
cess it and make cloth and
export it, then it will be
available at zero reciprocal
tariff, India also has the
same facility and India will
also get it,” he said.

The Minister pointed
out that India’s agreement
with the U.S. is still being fi-
nalised. “When the interim
agreement is finalised,
then you will get to see this
in the fine print,” Mr. Goyal
told presspersons.

Trade provisions

Under the Bangladesh-U.S.
deal inked on Monday, re-
ciprocal tariffs on Bangla-
desh’s exports to the U.S.
will be reduced to 19% ov-

@

benefits]

PIYUSH GOYAL
Union Commerce Minister

erall. However, the deal al-
so has a provision saying
that if Bangladesh imports
cotton from the U.S., then
the tariffs on its textile ex-
ports will fall to 0%.

The Congress had at-
tacked the Centre regard-
ing this clause, with Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
saying that India, which is
expected to see tariffs of
18% on exports to the U.S.
under the interim agree-
ment, has already been
rendered uncompetitive in
textiles even before the
agreement is signed. “He
[Rahul Gandhi] spread
another lie in Parliament
that Bangladesh has got
more benefits from the

Bangladesh has a facility
that if raw material is
purchased from America.. then
it [textiles exports| will be
available at zero reciprocal tariff;
India also has the same facility
and India will also get it [trade

|~

trade deal than India,” Mr.
Goyal said.

In an interview with The
Hindu earlier this week, he
said that the interim deal is
expected to be signed in
mid-March.

‘Farmers will benefit’
The Commerce Minister
added that Indian farmers
also stand to benefit from
increased exports to the
European Union, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Switzerland,
Norway, and Australia due
to India’s free trade agree-
ments with these countries
and groupings.

This latest shift in the
contours of the India-U.S.
deal is not a new one. The
U.S. government on Wed-

Zero tariff textiles exports to U.S. possible for India: Goyal

YRA & fore et ) I Yo W 9% FHafa dya: M«

The Commerce Minister says India will receive concessions on textiles exports as Dhaka got
through its deal with Washington; the agreement is being finalised, will have details in fine

print, he adds.

MEA refuses to
deny claims on
Russian imports

NEW DELHI

After a U.S. official said that
India had cut import of Russian
oil, as the U.S. “wanted [India]
to,” the Ministry of External
Affairs has once again refused
to deny the claims. » PAGE 8

nesday amended a fact
sheet it had uploaded a few
days earlier, by removing
references to “pulses”,
“agricultural  products”,
and “digital service tax”.
The new version of the fact
sheet also said India “in-
tends” to buy $500 billion
worth of American goods
as opposed to the earlier
phrasing that said India
has “committed to buy”
this amount.

P. Krishnaprasad, a se-
nior functionary of Samy-
ukt Kisan Morcha, said the
organisation will examine
the impact of Bangladesh-
United States deal on cot-
ton farmers in India.

(With inputs from A.M.

Jigeesh)

IO H3ll 3 g1 fb Tt o1 AIRATEH & T1Y 3= U & A1ed T oY Ramad firedt, 99 &t
YR &1 3 fata W Rard firdh; s sifon &u & 8 ik faaror ger file & g
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¢ India will receive the same benefits on textiles exports under its interim trade agreement with
the U.S. as Bangladesh gained through its own deal, Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said
on Thursday.

HRd BT SMNPT F 1Y 3 3aRH ATUR IHd & dgd o afd W gt ar fFrerm st
TAATSRT B 30 I 3 fira, arfrsa wt drqw e A TeaR &1 el

o “Just as Bangladesh has a facility that if raw material is purchased from America, then if you
process it and make cloth and export it, then it will be available at zero reciprocal tariff, India
also has the same facility and India will also get it,” he said.

Y IR B Ig AT § fb afe e wra ST ¥ Tial T 3R I TR R HUST
R fafd fam e, df a8 R IR Yeb IR Iuas g, HRd &1 o agl gfaer
forertt,” I=14 weT

e The Minister pointed out that India’s agreement with the U.S. is still being finalised.

T A gar fob YR o1 MRt & Iy Jaeiar o sifar Sud g

e “When the interim agreement is finalised, then you will get to see this in the fine print,” Mr.
Goyal told presspersons.

T SR T i =Y & A, T Sy 3 geA file T 3@ uned,” ft a3 HaR! 9
FET|

Trade provisions
HAMUR YTaYTd

e Under the Bangladesh-U.S. deal inked on Monday, reciprocal tariffs on Bangladesh’s
exports to the U.S. will be reduced to 19% overall.
AR H gEAIERd TaATeI-3ANST gHgia & dgd, sFaRy & AR®T & fFafd )
RIS Yeob el (HATDR 19% T YT S|

o However, the deal also has a provision saying that if Bangladesh imports cotton from the
U.S., then the tariffs on its textile exports will fall to 0%.
gTdifeh, THgia § g8 wrayr ft § b afe siaresr smiveT ¥ Hu omard &Rdl g, O U awd
fafa W g 0% B S|

e The Congress had attacked the Centre regarding this clause, with Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi saying that India, which is expected to see tariffs of 18% on
exports to the U.S. under the interim agreement, has already been rendered uncompetitive in
textiles even before the agreement is signed.

HIRT 7 T UIGYH P! AHR B W ga b, 3R ewaur & fyuer & Aar wiga mh 3 e
b YR, 5 Sy gad & ded smeT o Fufd iR 18% BT ITAAT BT US bl
2 T R EIER  Ugd & a%d 85 ¥ ufregef § aTeR @)

e “He [Rahul Gandhi] spread another lie in Parliament that Bangladesh has got more benefits
from the trade deal than India,” Mr. Goyal said.
G@ﬁmﬁam%mﬁwﬁ?@%ﬂmﬁsmaﬁwmﬁﬁmﬁm

o iy g, ot e A et

¢ In an interview with The Hindu earlier this week, he said that the interim deal is expected to
be signed in mid-March.

@ﬂﬁgaﬁgﬁmw&nwﬁﬁwﬁ?&wmnﬁqwﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ
HHIGT B

‘Farmers will benefit’

fHATT Y Y g

e The Commerce Minister added that Indian farmers also stand to benefit from increased
exports to the European Union, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Norway, and Australia
due to India’s free trade agreements with these countrles and groupings.

IO H2At A Fel fob URd & foart &1 off gRidter |, gATges fhrew, Raeerds, AT @ik
&@m$waaaawm$wa%§qﬁnﬁrﬁwum|

e The U.S. government on Wednesday amended a fact sheet it had uploaded a few days
earlier, by removing references to “pulses”, “agricultural products”, and “digital service tax”.
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NPT WIHR A FUIR DI $S a7 U8 UAIS 1 T a9 TS H MY Hd gU “pulses”,
“agricultural products” 3R “digital service tax” & T gar fau

The new version of the fact sheet also said India “intends” to buy $500 billion worth of
American goods as opposed to the earlier phrasing that said India has “committed to buy” this
amount.

J U3 o T G0 H g5 W del 1 fob R $500 3RT Yo o SARDT G Wi &1
“FRIGT IWT &7, Tafdh T8 HgT T AT i YR 3 78 IR “Wie & R fciasar Fas g

P. Krishnaprasad, a senior functionary of Samyukt Kisan Morcha, said the organisation will
examme the impact of the Bangladesh-United States deal on cotton farmers in India.

bt. pwrNTe, Wgad fhar At & aRy USIeR], 7 &gl {6 69 YR & HUN fhar )
mamﬁmmgﬁ?ﬁwraaﬁmml
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Retail inflation at 2.75% in
new Consumer Price Index
with 2024 as the base year

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation (MoSPI) on
Thursday released the
Consumer Price Index
(CPI) data based on a new
series with 2024 as base
year, placing retail infla-
tion in January 2026 at
2.75%.

As this is the first data
release under the new se-
ries, a historical compari-
son is not yet possible.

The new series of the
CPI, which updated the
base year from 2012, was
released in the presence of
MoSPI Secretary Saurabh
Garg, Chief Economic Ad-
viser V. Anantha Nageswa-
ran, and other officials of
the Ministry.

Increase in items

The total number of items
covered under the new se-
ries has increased to 358
from the 299 items in the
older series.

The number of goods
covered under the new se-
ries has increased to 308
from 259, and the number
of services has gone up to
50 from the earlier 40.

The updated CPI series
gives new weights to goods
and services based on con-
sumption patterns re-
vealed in the Household
Consumption Expenditure
Survey (HCES) 2023-24.

“The economy has un-
dergone a significant trans-
formation in the last de-
cade,” Mr. Nageswaran
said in his speech. “Con-
sumption behaviour, mar-
ket structures, and the
compositions of household
expenditure have evolved
and the new CPI structure
unsurprisingly  reflects
these changes.”

The new series also col-
lects data from more
sources across the country.
Data are collected from
1,465 rural markets, up
from 1,181. The number of
urban markets covered has
gone up to 1,395 from 1,114.
Notably, the new series al-
so collects data from 12 on-
line marketplaces, a new
category that has been in-
cluded now.

The new series of the

Index overhaul

The 2024-base CPI basket includes 358 items vs. earlier 299, with

mNumber of rural

from 1,181 to 1,465,
urban from 1,114 to
1,395, with 12 online
platforms added

m The weightage
markets covered rose | assigned to the
food and bever-
ages category is
now 36.75% from
earlier 45.86%

m The CPI framework
has been expanded
from 6 broad groups
ta 12, offering mare
granular tracking of
goods and services

CPI provides more granu-
lar data by dividing the un-
derlying goods and servic-
es into 12 broad groups
compared to the six groups
under the older series.

As a result of this, and
also based on the con-
sumption patterns of the
HCES 2023-24, the weights
assigned to these goods
and services have also
been revised to better re-
flect current consumption.

New weights

The weightage assigned to
the food and beverages ca-
tegory has been revised
downward in the new se-
ries to 36.75% from the ear-
lier 45.86%.

“The lower weightage
on the relatively volatile
food category may make
the headline inflation num-
ber less volatile, all other
things remaining equal,”
Mr. Nageswaran said.

The housing category,
with an earlier weight of
10.07%, has been expand-
ed to also include water,
electricity, gas and other
fuels, and this combined
category now has a weight
of 17.67% in the new series.

The additional groups in
the new series include fur-
nishings, household equip-
ment and routine house-
hold maintenance (with a
weight of 4.47%), health
(6.19%), transport (8.8%), in-
formation and communi-
cation (3.61%), recreation,

sports and culture (1.52%),
education services (3.33%),
restaurants and accommo-
dation services (3.35%),
and personal care, social
protection and miscellane-
ous goods and services
(5.04%).

The paan, tobacco and
intoxicants category saw
its weight increase to
2.99% from 2.38% in the ol-
der series. The clothing
and footwear category’s
weight fell to 2.38% from
6.53%.

“Since the basket is
aligned with recent expen-
diture data, the inflation
signals from this will be
more closely matched to
the prevailing economic
conditions,” Mr. Nageswa-
ran said. “This includes the
information basis for cali-
brating monetary and fis-
cal policy.”

Past data on inflation
While releasing the data
for January 2026, the Mi-
nistry provided the index
values based on the new
methodology going back to
January 2025. However,
since earlier index values
are not readily available,
the year-on-year inflation
rate can only be measured
for January 2026.

“We are following inter-
national practice to give a
linking factor, so you can
calculate the index as far
back as 2013,” Mr. Garg ex-
plained.

Retail inflation at 2.75% in new
Consumer Price Index with 2024 as the
base year

T IUHFIT oI JaAB1H | 2024 B

TYR T¢ T@d §¢ Gl YERWITd 2.75%
W

o The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) on Thursday released the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) data based on a new
series with 2024 as base year, placing retail
inflation in January 2026 at 2.75%.

Tt ik srdepy HATAT (MoSPI) =
AR 1 2024 B YR T4 3@ T -5 YT R
TR SUHIFT Yoo GABT® (CPI) & 3Hidhg ORI
fpu, forad S avt 2026 H GRT GERWITA &I 2.75%
ERETCIRIE N

. As this is the first data release under the
new series, a historical comparison is not yet
possible.

9fe I8 % 4 F dod AT Sel 9T g, 39T
RfaeTRies germr ot Tua 8t 31

. The new series of the CPI, which updated
the base year from 2012, was released in the
presence of MoSPI Secretary Saurabh Garg, Chief
Economic Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran, and
other officials of the Ministry.

CPI $1 715 4, o d SMyR 9y 2012 ¥ 3gSc
foram T, % MosPI afra IR W, @& enfdfe
TATEHR dY. a1 AR, SR T & 3=
SHfYBTRTT ot JufRufa T SRY fovan |

Increase in items

Tl B wem A g

° The total number of items covered under the
new series has increased to 358 from the 299 items
in the older series.

T3 4Gdl & ded A o aX3M BT I TgHR
358 1 715 &, Sl QR 4@l & 299 avqy |

. The number of goods covered under the
new series has increased to 308 from 259, and the
number of services has gone up to 50 from the
earlier 40.

%ﬁgw@ﬁwﬁaaﬁsﬁﬁmzsgﬁmmss‘m@% 3R Jaraft o1 T 40 T TGHR
50 |

e The updated CPI series gives new weights to goods and services based on consumption
patterns revealed in the Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) 2023-24.

3T CPI el & axqgaft 3R Yarsfl &l TR SUURT ST AT (HCES) 2023-24 T Udhe

IuiT Oed & SMYR W) U 4R R U |

e “The economy has undergone a significant transformation in the last decade,” Mr.
Nageswaran said in his speech.
“Usd g § srferawn & Aga@yul uRkad— gamg,” ot AMsRA 3 o= U1y § &gl

e “Consumption behaviour, market structures, and the compositions of household expenditure
have evolved and the new CPI structure unsurprisingly reflects these changes.”
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“IUHIT FGER, TOR WFATY, 3R TR TG H1 WA fIHRId g3 & 3R -8 CPI IR
WUId® =4 ¥ 3 uRaaH! &1 g g7

e The new series also collects data from more sources across the country.
T2 el <X WR T 3ifere et § off SeT ueha Rt g

e Datais collected from 1,465 rural markets, up from 1,181.
$¢T 1,465 ITHIUT STOIRT & UHA {41 Sf1al ©, S Ul 1,181 A

e The number of urban markets covered has gone up to 1,395 from 1,114.
) STOIR) 1 G 1,114 T §¢HY 1,395 8 T 2

¢ Notably, the new series also collects data from 12 online marketplaces, a new category that
has been included now.
IRy =U 9, 72 e 3@ 12 TTargH Arbewy ¥ H ST Uera HRfl §, W T A Juit &
0 & i & T R

e The new series of the CPI provides more granular data by dividing the underlying goods and
services into 12 broad groups compared to the six groups under the older series.
T2 CPI AT SMYRYT TXKI37 3R Y137l &1 TR S0 & B8 THG! B! g1 | 12 HIH
! § faufor o it ged SeT e ol 8|

e As aresult of this, and also based on the consumption patterns of the HCES 2023-24, the
weights assigned to these goods and services have also been revised to better reflect current
consumption.
2% URUIMRGEY, 3R HCES 2023-24 & IUHIT U & SR W, 39 axgaf 3R Jarafi &
f3T MU URY HF FAM IUUNT T IgR SV & fore T=ifdd foran g1

New weights

dU¢ R

e The weightage assigned to the food and beverages category has been revised downward in
the new series to 36.75% from the earlier 45.86%.
T2 oRgan B @ SR 97 uard Juft &7 UR 45.86% F USTHR 36.75% HR a1 T B

e “The lower weightage on the relatively volatile food category may make the headline inflation
number less volatile, all other things remaining equal,” Mr. Nageswaran said.
“30eMTepd SRR T At R HH YR T HaIpIfd T bl o4 SRR o1 obd &, dfe 37T
Gt ST GAM 6, A1 AR A el

e The housing category, with an earlier weight of 10.07%, has been expanded to also include
water, electricity, gas and other fuels, and this combined category now has a weight of
17.67% in the new series.
3frare 9oft, forasT gd R 10.07% T, &1 o7d, faoraht, T 3R 3 St o) Jnfid &= & forg
faatea foran man 8, SR 39 Tged Aot &1 YR 7S s & 17.67% & T B

e The additional groups in the new series include furnishings, household equipment and routine
household maintenance (with a weight of 4.47%), health (6.1%), transport (8.8%), information
and communication (3.61%), recreation, sports and culture (1.52%), education services
(3.33%), restaurants and accommodation services (3.35%), and personal care, social
protection and miscellaneous goods and services (5.04%).
T3 gaan o ifalad Tgg! # Qe-TwT, TR USRI 3R Ffid eRe TERAT4 (4.47%), WA
(6.1%), TRTE (8.8%), T 3R TAR (3.61%), HARSH, T 3R TIPI (1.52%), e Jarg
(3.33%), YT 3R ATATT VAT (3.35%), TUT AfGKHT ST, ﬂmﬂ?ﬁg?&n eh?ﬁ%ﬂam
ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂq 5.04%) M B

e The paan, tobacco and intoxicants category saw its weight increase to 2.99% from 2.38% in
the older series.
UM, dag 3R H1ad gy Auft 1 UR R Al & 2.38% U @R 2.99% & T 5|

e The clothing and footwear category’s weight fell to 2.38% from 6.53%.
I 3R Sd 90ft BT UR 6.53% I TeH 2.38% & TAT 5|

e “Since the basket is aligned with recent expenditure data, the inflation signals from this will be
more closely matched to the prevailing economic conditions,” Mr. Nageswaran said.

<iftp 7€ SR BTd P Y S| B AU 2, THRIT I e 13 YRIERI T adar

3fiefes ufkfRuferal ¥ siftres Meredr & Ad /I, o ARA A F3T|
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e “This includes the information basis for calibrating monetary and fiscal policy.”

& forg Qe SR +ft e g 1

gqH e R Ao IN Hifd & JaArIeH

Past data on inflation

HaEpifd & qd Siies

¢ While releasing the data for January 2026, the Ministry provided the index values based on
the new methodology going back to January 2025.

S 2026 F AU 3fichs TR B THY, HATAT 7 718 UGA & YR W a3} 2025 IF &
TEHiH AF Ht v feul
e However, since earlier index values are not readily available, the year-on-year inflation rate
can only be measured for January 2026.

gTdife, Ifd d & JEDHID

Sast 2026 & foT B A1 S Wb B

¢ “We are following international practice to give a linking factor, so you can calculate the index
as far back as 2013,” Mr. Garg explained.

57 R e 3 B FoT SFARRTPTT 1T 7 U1 R X3 ¥, 1fp ST b iep @51 0T 2013
T PR b, &t T 3 g

HA ST 4 IueTsy o1 8, 3y av-aR-ay GERWIfl &R baa

For Bengaluru florists, nothing is coming
up roses even amid Valentine’s Day hype

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

Bengaluru’s rose exports to
meet Valentine’s Day de-
mand have fallen by over
50% in five years. Exports
have fallen from five to six
million stems five years ago
to 10-15 lakh stems in the
current season, apex body
representatives and farm-
ers told The Hindu.

The export of roses has
become unviable for most
growers after the govern-
ment imposed an 18% GST
on freight for the sector.
Stakeholders said the in-
dustry was already under
huge cost pressure, espe-
cially after the Agricultural
and Processed Food Pro-
ducts Export Development
Authority (APEDA) with-

The export of roses has become unviable for most growers after the
government imposed an 18% GST on freight for the sector. AFP

drew its transport subsidy
in 2021, which had helped
offset high freight costs for
certain agriculture, horti-
culture, and floriculture
produce, including roses.
“..The landing cost of
our roses in global markets
is much higher than that of
roses from Ethiopia or Ke-
nya,” said T.M. Aravind,

president of the South In-
dia Floriculture Associa-
tion (SIFA). He added that
Indian roses are facing
tough conditions in inter-
national markets — includ-
ing Japan, Singapore, Aus-
tralia, the Middle East, and
Canada - even though
southern states produce
high-quality roses with a

shelflife of up to 15 days. In
contrast, roses from other
countries typically have a
shelf life of only seven to
ten days, Mr. Aravind said.
“We used to have up to
5,000 active rose growers
in both domestic and ex-
port markets. Now, expor-
ters have reduced to 150 or
200,” he said. According to
SIFA, Karnataka now pro-
duces 10-15 lakh stems of
roses, including varieties
like Taj Mahal or Bangalore
Red, which fetch ¥30-335
per stem, Yellow Gold
Strike at ¥20, and Dark Pur-
ple at ¥25 per stem. Of this,
only 10-15% goes to the ex-
port market during the Va-
lentine’s Day season. Be-
fore the pandemic, around
30-35% of the State’s rose
production was exported.

For Bengaluru florists, nothing is coming up roses even amid Valentine’s Day
hype
AT & Pd SATGH! & T ddersy s ot aaf & &g WY grama sgea 78
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Bengaluru’s rose exports to meet Valentine’s Day demand have fallen by over 50% in five
years.

ATEE T eIz S B AN T B & o8 [ars &1 afa uia aof 7§ 50% I 1w ge T ]l
Exports have fallen from five to six million stems five years ago to 10-15 lakh stems in the
current season, apex body representatives and farmers told The Hindu.

frafa ufa avf uga Ui § o5 Mo a1 ¥ geH dieel Ao J 10-15 ARG a1 TR 31 T g,
i frera & wfafafer ofik farart 3 samr|

The export of roses has become unviable for most growers after the government imposed an
18% GST on freight for the sector.

WEHR GRI Y & & [T AT gaATs TR 18% SHTHE! T & §G BRI SAGH! o AT Talrd
&1 Frafd SragIRS 81 T 5

Stakeholders said the industry was already under huge cost pressure, especially after the
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)
withdrew its transport subsidy in 2021, which had helped offset high freight costs for certain
agriculture, horticulture, and floriculture produce, including roses.
feduR®! A Fel for I ugal 9 g YR AT gara § T, [aRva oie i SR WRivgpd @rel
Iare frafa faera utiRrewor (APEDA) 7 2021 H 319+ ufag gfest amog o o &, =
TATE Ifed $2 N, IREF R I IATE! & 1T 3= A1d galTs anTd &t HRUTs § Aeg o) 2|
“..The landing cost of our roses in global markets is much higher than that of roses from
Ethiopia or Kenya,” said T.M. Aravind, president of the South India Floriculture
Association (SIFA).

3y TSIRT o AR TS 1 AT T SRR a1 Bt & Torst A pel 4w 8, fdror
YR TP e TAIRITR (SIFA) & &g ¢1.89. 3Rfdg A Fgll

He added that Indian roses are facing tough conditions in international markets — including
Japan, Singapore, Australia, the Middle East, and Canada — even though southern states
produce high-quality roses with a shelf life of up to 15 days.
G@ﬁaﬁr%mw;ﬁm&% — o SITuT, RiTgR, SifeeferaT, ge qd ik
FHTST MAA § — B PTHIHAT R G &, WIaiieh &feroft I 15 Al o 1
e AP aTal I T0raT & T[S Ul HRd & |

In contrast, roses from other countries typically have a shelf life of only seven to ten days,
Mr. Aravind said.

TP FAURId, 30 3T & T[WTe B Qeth TS FHIIG: bad UTd & gd 37 g1d1 8, 4 erfde
A FTl

“We used to have up to 5,000 active rose growers in both domestic and export markets.
Now, exporters have reduced to 150 or 200,” he said.

“GAR U TR 3R fafa g1 SToRY & 5,000 Tk [aTd ITG® g3 R A1 3fd Fafas
FeHR 150 T 200 IE T §,” I B

According to SIFA, Karnataka now produces 10-15 lakh stems of roses, including varieties
like Taj Mahal or Bangalore Red, which fetch ¥30-%35 per stem, Yellow Gold Strike at
%20, and Dark Purple at ¥25 per stem.

SIFA® , BTe® 3T 10-15 TG a1 [ATS HT IATGA Rl ¢, forH et wgad a1
Srrei Y oRi o e &, Rt e 230-235 Wi o, et s WISP BT 220, 3R
T gdd &1 225 yfa T 5|
Of this, only 10—-15% goes to the export market during the Valentine’s Day season.
370 § HIT 10-15% B! ddersd S Hod & SRM fFaid aToiR & S 81
Before the pandemic, around 30-35% of the State’s rose production was exported.

HEHRI ¥ U8, I9 & T[S TG BT THTHT 30-35% id faa Sirar Tl
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Lok Sabha passes Industrial
Relations Code Bill to avoid
confusion over 2020 Act

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Thurs-
day passed a Bill to help
avoid any “future unwar-
ranted complication” over
the continuity of certain
laws replaced by the Indus-
trial Relations Code of
2020.

The Industrial Relations
Code (Amendment) Bill,
2026, contains savings pro-
visions to ensure continui-
ty and legal certainty.

The Bill would help
avoid any “future unwar-
ranted complication” over
the continuity of certain
laws replaced by the Indus-
trial Relations Code of
2020.

The Industrial Relations
Code, 2020 replaces the

Trade Unions Act, 1926,
the Industrial Employment
(Standing Orders) Act,
1946 and the Industrial Dis-
putes Act, 1947, relating to
trade unions, industrial
employment and indus-
trial disputes, according to
statement of objects and
reasons of the proposed
law.

It contains savings pro-
visions under Section 104
to ensure continuity and
legal certainty. “Though
the repeal has occurred by
operation of Section 104 of
the Code itself, there is a
possibility of future confu-
sion being created on a
misconceived ground that
the Act delegates the pow-
er to repeal the said enact-
ments to the executive,” it
explained.

The provisions of Sec-
tion 104 and a February
2026 notification are clear
that the repeal has oc-
curred by the operation of
Section 104 of the Code it-
self. “It is considered desir-
able to introduce the pro-
posed amendment to
avoid any future unwar-
ranted complication,” it
said.

The four Labour Codes
implemented nearly three
months ago ensures gua-
rantee of minimum wage.
These Codes also ensure
compulsory issuance of
appointment letters as well
as uniform wages for the
same work irrespective of
gender, Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said
in the discussion before
the passage of the Bill.

Lok Sabha passes Industrial Relations Code Bill to avoid confusion over 2020
Act

ArHIUT A 2020 AT W Y9 A g9+ & e gsfeaa Rax s fadus
uifea fasar

o The Lok Sabha on Thursday passed a Bill to help avoid any “future unwarranted
complication” over the continuity of certain laws replaced by the Industrial Relations Code

of 2020.
AHIUT A TeAR DI Ue f[a89® Tk favan aifes Sefecaa azig #ts, 2020 gRT fud

$S DI B! AR P AR [t Y “Uf A DT SIS Afedar I & oI 9o |

e The Industrial Relations Code (Amendment) Bill, 2026, contains savings provisions to
ensure continuity and legal certainty.

ssfeua Rz s (Fmye) fAdu®, 2026 7 FRdRar iR HE R¥ad R sA &
MCERR COIERIE

e The Bill would help avoid any “future unwarranted complication” over the continuity of certain
laws replaced by the Industrial Relations Code of 2020.
Tg fadgs Sefecaa frazia @i, 2020 gRT IR $ ST S FRAd &I A fohe of
“UfIST Pt SIS Sfcadr § a4 H Hag HTl|

e The Industrial Relations Code, 2020 replaces the Trade Unions Act, 1926, the Industrial
Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946 and the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, relating
to trade unions, industrial employment and industrial disputes, according to statement of
objects and reasons of the proposed law.
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mﬁaw%s%@@vwﬁ%m% , $sfecTe Ragia a1, 2020 1 ¢S

gf =g Tae, 1926, SSiead Taargde %%ﬂenéﬁ)qaa 1946 3R § R0 ki
gﬁ,1947ﬁmﬁﬁm%ﬁﬁa€qﬁuﬁ,aﬁ@ﬁ$ﬁwaﬁwﬁ@ﬁ$ﬁaﬁﬁw

It contalns savmgs provisions under Section 104 to ensure continuity and legal certainty.
O AR SR ST Ff¥aar gAfd e & T 4T 104 & T8 S9d Way™ i g1

“Though the repeal has occurred by operation of Section 104 of the Code itself, there is a
possibility of future confusion being created on a misconceived ground that the Act delegates
the power to repeal the said enactments to the executive,” it explained.

‘T PR W BIS BT YRT 104 F TaTeH § o &, o 2t 39 Tad YROM & SR R Yo
T Y IO 51 B YT § b SIfIFam Iad Sfafm & FRId a3 &1 ifad SRidTierDsT S
iudr 8, 398 Wy foear T
The provisions of Section 104 and a February 2026 notification are clear that the repeal
has occurred by the operation of Section 104 of the Code itself.

¢IRT 104 3R BRA 2026 P ARRIIT & UG WY HA ¢ (o FREA W DS I URT 104
& Tare ¥ g B

“It is considered desirable to introduce the proposed amendment to avoid any future
unwarranted complication,” it said.

foreit off yfawr ot srTaRg® Sfeed I sa4 & g vRarfad T=NYH B URgd BT 3rad FHe
T 8, S &l T

The four Labour Codes implemented nearly three months ago ensures guarantee of
minimum wage.

T 14 HEH U8l A fobT T IR 4 SfFamd (AR igH) FdH da o TR Yigd
Fh g

These Codes also ensure compulsory issuance of appointment letters as well as uniform
wages for the same work irrespective of gender, Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said
in the discussion before the passage of the Bill.

3 dfgarsit @ Frgfaa wit &1 sifard fiies qur 9o & & forg o &1 wrarg e fomm gam
3T +ft GFET g 3, I8 1 fadaes uiika 8 § ugd =l § oW HA A HeTiaan A Fel
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Farmers’ pulse
Only structural reforms in agriculture

sector can ensure food security
l ndia manages its prodigious demand for

pulses using a mix of import policy, price

stabilisation and conditional MSP procure-
ment. Imports are the most sensitive because a
single central decision can immediately lower
household spending when supply is tight, at the
expense of hurting farmers, and knowing that
markets cannot always absorb ‘extra’ supply. So,
when the U.S. said that its trade deal with India
obligated India to purchase pulses from Ameri-
can suppliers, it implied that the government had
agreed to committing imports against farmers’
interests — a politically fraught stance in India
since the 2020-21 farm law protests and which
might see a revival now. India’s pulse output has
hovered around 2.5 crore tonnes in recent years
while demand is estimated to be three crore
tonnes; imports fill the gap. Pulses account for
roughly a quarter of non-cereal protein intake
and support five crore farmers and their families.
In the absence of a reliable MSP regime as for rice
and wheat, however, farmers face organised ne-
glect due to weak procurement mechanisms, the
risks of rain-fed cultivation, and yields lower than
international competitors. In 2019-24, govern-
ment procurement under the Price Support
Scheme fluctuated between 2.9% and 12.4% of
production. Many States also have inadequate
procurement centres, forcing farmers to sell to
private traders regardless of the official MSP. As a
result, farmers are incentivised to underinvest in
pulses, leading to a vicious cycle.

India recently announced ambitious initiatives
to solve this problem, an example being the Oc-
tober 2025 self-sufficiency Mission, with a ¥11,440
crore outlay, targeting 310 lakh hectares of cultiv-
ation and 350 lakh tonnes of production by 2030-
31. But farmers remain sceptical since older pro-
mises have yet to materialise. All this is why the
initial apparent inclusion of pulses in the U.S.
documents, describing what India would open to
American agri-imports, hit a raw nerve among In-
dia’s farmers. Opening the market to U.S. pulses
would further depress domestic prices and di-
rectly contradict the government’s new Mission.
Breaking this cycle would require more than re-
moving objectionable words from an agreement,
including addressing the procurement infrastrue-
ture deficit, providing genuine MSP guarantees,
investing in productivity improvements for rain-
fed areas where pulses are grown, and creating
market systems that explicitly reward farmers
who choose to cultivate pulses. Until such struc-
tural reforms materialise, however, pulse farmers
_ will continue to occupy a precarious position in
India’s agricultural economy and India will conti-
nue to depend on imports to meet its demand,
perpetuating both food security vulnerabilities
and political sensitivity around any trade agree-
ment that appears to favour foreign producers.
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9971932488

Farmers’ pulse
o &1 e

e  Only structural reforms in agriculture sector can
ensure food security

Pae TS GUR & P & & @rer GRam g
IR AHA §

e India manages its prodigious demand for pulses
using a mix of import policy, price stabilisation and
conditional MSP procurement.

YR &Tdll o] 37O [A=ITe HRT &1 Ysie TTd -ifd, T
FREIHr 3R T MSP @ilg & fAyor 9 o

e Imports are the most sensitive because a single
central decision can immediately lower household
spending when supply is tight, at the expense of hurting
farmers, and knowing that markets cannot always absorb
‘extra’ supply.

3T TN Yde-=ia § i o i fora smufef om

BN R T WY W geT o ¢, oy fraril &1
JHUM Il 8, 3R T8 Sd gU & SToiR gawm sifafke
MY B Ta! T Thd |

e So, when the U.S. said that its trade deal with India
obligated India to purchase pulses from American
suppliers, it implied that the government had agreed to
committing imports against farmers’ interests — a
politically fraught stance in India since the 2020-21 farm
law protests and which might see a revival now.

oY, oie AN®T A H81 b HRd & 1Y ISP ATUR
AN 3 URA ! @Rt 3 ¥ g1 Wiied &
fore srem fopan, Y 59T 3 T fob IRPR A fFam=l & feal
& f@aTw smara o forg ggafa § — S 2020-21 iy
P faRIY & 91 YR | IeHifdd FU 9§ HdeAsid
ffd g 3R o fhR SR Tl B

e India’s pulse output has hovered around 2.5 crore

tonnes in recent years while demand is estimated to be

three crore tonnes; imports fill the gap.

YRA BT &Td SMTGA gTcl & aul H TRTHT 2.5 BRI e g

® Safe AT 9 BAS T 3] TS §; 3Td 39 HH B

RIS

e Pulses account for roughly a quarter of non-cereal

protein intake and support five crore farmers and their

families.

TS T TR-3FTS M A9 BT Th-NUTS USH

%o—rcﬁ 8 3R Ui FRIg fhaml 3R 39 uRaRi &1 TR
I

e Inthe absence of a reliable MSP regime as for rice

and wheat, however, farmers face organised neglect due

to weak procurement mechanisms, the risks of rain-

fed cultivation, and yields lower than international

competitors.

A AR N B RE YT MSP AT & 3uTd H,

R 1 AR TG 7, - ameRe At 3 SR iR SrerRRT SR & Hw
IATGHAT S HRU SU&T S Usa g

¢ In 2019-24, government procurement under the Price Support Scheme fluctuated between

2.9% and 12.4% of production.
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2019-24 T UISH AUIE TP & dod WDHRI WRIG ST & 2.9% I 12.4% & §19 SAR-Igld
E2GIRG]

Many States also have inadequate procurement centres, forcing farmers to sell to private
traders regardless of the official MSP.

3 W41 1§ Srvafed Wiie F% 8, S e enfire1iye Msp t warg fbe fam fAsht
TTREY Y 99 FH 7SR 8d &
As a result, farmers are incentivised to underinvest in pulses, leading to a vicious cycle.

, foram gt & o 3w s & forg Ufva 819 €, o gsaes AT B
India recently announced ambitious initiatives to solve this problem
YR A g1 1 § 59 G0 B §6 $ & [A¢ Aga@rpialt ugd &1 eivon St
India recently announced ambitious initiatives to solve this problem, an example being the
October 2025 self-sufficiency Mission, with a ¥11,440 crore outlay, targeting 310 lakh
hectares of cultivation and 350 lakh tonnes of production by 2030-31.
YR A 8T 81 H 39 JHWI &1 5 B o (1T Hgarapia ugd $I 9yl $t, ST U I8l
TR 2025 ATATURET = 8, o 211,440 HRYS HT WY § 3R 2030-31 9P 310
ARG FEWR Wl 3R 350 TG &1 STG BT 4 ¢
But farmers remain sceptical since older promises have yet to materialise.
AP g gxiferd & wife WM are ot a6 ¥ T gu gl
All this is why the initial apparent inclusion of pulses in the U.S. documents, describing what
India would open to American agri-imports, hit a raw nerve among India’s farmers.

St HRUT SARST AT & gl & URMNS Iy, forH saman m ot i yRd smfvt
I AT o T a1 Wi, A YRA & fhaHl 1 FpaaR fean|

Opening the market to U.S. pulses would further depress domestic prices and directly
contradict the government’s new Mission.

MRS gral & fT IR WiaHT W Sl &1 SR RT3 3R R & U B=E &1
ter foRiy |

Breaking this cycle would require more than removing objectionable words from an
agreement, including addressing the procurement infrastructure deficit, providing
genuine MSP guarantees, investing in productivity improvements for rainfed areas,
and creating market systems that explicitly reward farmers who choose to cultivate
pulses.

Y % B! A & I8 had JHD I HTURISHS g T T a1 g1, dfcs @il
STETAT BT HHI DI gX AT, IRATAD MSP TR AT, Tui-STeTiea & d Icargdwar
YR H A A1 3R 31e ITH 913 fHaHE] &) WY FU A RIGd BIA areil el
AT FAMET HTID I

Until such structural reforms materialise, pulse farmers will continue to occupy a precarious
position in India’s agricultural economy and India will continue to depend on imports,
perpetuating both food security vulnerabilities and political sensitivity around any trade
agreement that appears to favour foreign producers.

S dd U HREHTHS GUR AT 61 8Id, aTd [ha URd &1 HiY srfeaw T sRqRia
fRufe & 77 37 3R URd emard wR ik 38w, o ey gRem &t susifar ik
AeIfa® Hdga=iedr §-t g |
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Is a double-engine government crucial for growth?
foterview ]

| PARLEY ‘

ecently, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi visited Kerala and Tamil Nadu,

scheduled to have Assembly

elections in a few months, and
stressed the need for a double-engine
government. A double-engine government refers
to having the same political party (in this case,
the Bharatiya Janata Party or its allies in the
National Democratic Alliance) in power at both
the Centre and in a State. Critics of this model
include Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
who has asked how Opposition-ruled Stares are
doing well without a double-engine government.
Is a double-engine government crucial for
growth? Louise Tillin and Yamini Aiyar discuss

ion i i byN.

theg inac
Sai Charan. Edited excerpts:

Does the discourse around a double-engine
government imply an inherent bias against
mnon-BJP/non-NDA governments in the States?

Louise Tillin: In a literal sense, yes. It suggests
that political alignment between the Union and
State governments is better for voters than the
lack of it. However, this is different from asking
whether the Union government actually governs
in a way that is biased against non-NDA States.

At one level, we see that States that are not
ruled by the NDA do not receive special
treatment. We saw in last year’s Budget, for
instance, that coalition partners of the BJP at the
(Centre received special fiscal packages that
non-NDA States did not receive. But can we say
therefore that NDA-ruled States receive other
forms of preferential treatment?

We can think about this in fiscal and political
terms. A large quantity of Centre-State transfers
take place through formulas set by the Finance
‘Commission. And these are not inherently
biased against Opposition-ruled States. Even ifa
number of States currently ruled by Opposition
jparties contribute more to the Central kitty than
they receive in return, that is because of the way
fiscal redistribution works in India. So, we can't
say that the Finance Commission is partisan in
the way it manages Centre-State transfers.

But there is more room for discretion in other
types of transfers. Opposition-ruled States
complain about delays or non-payment of
matching funds for Centrally Sponsored
Schemes (CSS). Because these transfers allow for
more discretion, they create more scope for
potential partisan bias compared to transfers
governed by the Finance Commission. At the
same time, all States, regardless of political
alignment, are operating within a broader
context of increasing fiscal centralisation.

The other way to think about this question is

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M_K_ Stalin in

Chennai, VEDHAN M

politically. States which are politically aligned
with the Centre are likely to experience a lower
degree of interference by Union agencies.

Itis difficult to say that we can detect partisan
bias in some of the more rule-bound operations
of the Government of India. But there is noise
around it, which is politically driven, which
suggests that there is partisan bias going on.

‘Yamini Aiyar: A principal problem with the
idea of ‘double engine’ is in its framing. It
undermines the core principle of federal
accommodation. Federalism allows for multiple
political identities to cohere within the
framework of the nation state. Thus, a truly
federal India, with its diverse identities, is going
to have different types of political parties. The
idea of ‘double engine’ invokes a challenge to
this principle of accommodation. It is presented
to voters as a means by which efficiency can be
entrenched within Centre-State relations.

Constitutionally, India’s federal structure is
dependent on cooperation between the Centre
and States. What the framework of ‘double
engine’ posits is the idea that different political
|parties across States and the Centre make
cooperation harder and therefore require more
symmetry. In that sense, it pits efficiency against
democracy. So, the idea of ‘double engine”
undermines the fundamental principle of
federalism and pits Opposition parties against
the political party at the Centre.

It is important to say that even in a world
where the framework of ‘double engine” was not
invoked, in moments of political dominance,
national parties have misused their
constitutional powers in ways that have
politicised the dynamic of Centre-State relations.
However, the framing of ‘double engine’ seeks to
legitimise this form of political control.

1Is the absence of a ‘double engine’ setup

ee

‘The idea of ‘double engine’ invokes a
challenge to the principle of accommodation.
It is presented to voters as a means by which
efficiency can be entrenched within
Centre-State relations.

YAMINIAIYAR

hindering the financial autonomy of States,
particularly regarding the timely release of
Central funds?

LT: We have to think about the discourse of
‘double-engine’ government within the wider
context of an ideological assault on the idea of
federalism in India. Under the weight of a
«dominant national party, we are seeing the
steady erosion of what | would describe as a
culture of federal restraint in which the Centre
and States mutually respect each other’s spheres
of autonomy. But the shrinking of the fiscal
autonomy of States is not simply a ‘double
engine’ question. All States are seeing their fiscal
autonomy shrink for a number of reasons,
including the introduction of GST and the
introduction of new cesses and surcharges.

YA: Since 2008-09, at the Accountability
Initiative at the Center for Policy Research, we
began tracking the flow of funds for CSS
released by the Centre which go into the State
treasury and then through layers of
administration to the last mile where there is
expenditure. We began to notice expenditure
units spend a significant part of the financial
year awaiting funds, and then rush to spend it
before March 31 to show utilisation certificates
so that next year's money gets released. This was
largely on account of a complete administrative
failure caused by rules and conditionalities
imposed on the flow and use of CSS.

States have long demanded greater fiscal
devolution from the Centre. The 14th Finance
‘Commission pushed for enhanced devolution of
the divisible pool of taxes to States, and said CSS
conditionalities that make fund flows difficult
and create inefficiencies must be addressed. The
Modi government dismantled the Planning
‘Commission, claiming that allocation of funds
ing. It replaced it with NITI Aayog,
which established a Chief Ministers
subcommittee tasked with examining the
restructuring of CSS to address inefficiencies in
fund flows. But its recommendations were
ignored.

Thus India has had a history of administrative
failure when it comes to fund flows and these

Is a double-engine government crucial for growth?

T S9d-391 PR fab1g & foe Agayyf 32

Double-engine government and federalism debate

TIA-S9 TR 3R HIAIE W 969

have affected all States. The big shift now is that
discretionary channels of CSS are being used,
and ad istrative failures are being leveraged
more politically. So we are no longer merely in
the arena of administrative failures creating
inefficiencies; those inefficiencies are being
deplayed politically to create deeper problems.

Does the claim that double-engine
governments benefit States hold up against
the reality of the south, where several States
with better socioeconomic indicators are
ruled by non-BJP/non-NDA governments?

LT: The notion that there is a consistent pattern
of what double-engine governance does for
economic outcomes or fiscal redistribution is
fiction. It is fiction that India can achieve greater
efficiency and economic growth by negating its
pluralism. The southern States are good
examples of that. Tamil Nadu has seen a high
pace of economic growth over the last few
decades. Why is that the case? It is not only a
question of the party in power. Historically,
changes in land ownership patterns and political
mobilisation around social justice for lower caste
communities took place in the south much
earlier than in the north. Those have been
important preconditions for the economic
dynamism we see in the south today.

We also have to acknowledge that India has a
skewed pattern of development, where
industrial development is heavily concentrated
in the south. Tamil Nadu's growth rate is also a
result of investments from other parts of India; it
is built on the back of internal labour migration
from poorer regions, often with exploitative
wage levels.

YA: If you look at patterns of growth in India,
there is an aggregate national picture. But a
closer look reveals that individual States have
followed distinct trajectories of economic
growth and human development. These
variations reflect their own historical and
political path dependencies, many of which
predate Independence. Kerala's growth comes
from remittances, which is different from Tamil
Nadu's attempt at trying to hasten its growth via
manufacturing. All this points to the fact that
deeper federalism plays a role in shaping
growth. It is only through a deeper and more
effective federalism that we will arrive at a
cooperative federal bargain.

To listen to the full interview

Scan the code or go to the link
waew thehindu.com
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¢ Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Kerala and Tamil Nadu, scheduled to
have Assembly elections in a few months, and stressed the need for a double-engine
government.
BT gt § gt g M A Ia 3R afanrg &1 QT B, 55l oo weiAl § fyuraun
A 811 aTd €, 3R STA-§o URPR DI 3MagHal W ok fea|

o A double-engine government refers to having the same political party (in this case, the
Bharatiya Janata Party or its allies in the National Democratic Alliance) in power at both
the Centre and in a State.

SIA-39 WRPR &1 34 § TP & Aeiae g (39 9Hd H R Si=dT Urct a1 S9&

HEURT T SIS TEFU) BT 5 3R I a1 § w1 H g
e Critics of this model include Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, who has asked how

Opposition-ruled States are doing well without a double-engine government.

U HiSd & AAAD! 8 afa-rg &

iy Y f9T S9a-g99 WRPR F Ht P 30T Uk #Y 7 &

e |s a double-engine government crucial for growth? Louise Tillin and Yamini Aiyar discuss
the question in a conversation moderated by N. Sai Charan. Edited excerpts:

FT S-S INPR fAHTH & T Maza® 872 39 U W g fefor ok wnfert s 3
T, 918 IR0T gRT I1ferd 9 | fadR oad fhu|
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Does the discourse around a double-engine government imply an inherent bias against
non-BJP/non-NDA governments in the States?

T STA-S9 PR B! Tl I64] A IR-HSUIAR-TTSIT RPR] & faere siafifga
T&ITd g 82

Louise Tillin

GEGATIE]

In a literal sense, yes. It suggests that political alignment between the Union and State
governments is better for voters than the lack of it.

YMfsie =Y A 1| T8 Yobd a1 & [ P 3R I50 PRI F S Ioifae dradd
Hagrarsif & forg Igax 2|

However, this is different from asking whether the Union government actually governs in a
way that is biased against non-NDA States.

BTaN®, T8 AT Y § [ 31 Hg PR arad § IR-TS wsul & faare veraraygef a8id
A FRt B

At one level, we see that States that are not ruled by the NDA do not receive special
treatment.

T ¥R IR 81 &7 § [P IR-TISIY IR Iredl &t fI9 gagR =16t foreran|

We saw in last year’s Budget, for instance, that coalition partners of the BJP at the Centre
received special fiscal packages that non-NDA States did not receive.

fOed af & geie ¥ 3@ T 5 by ® yTedT & Tede wealfal &1 v faxfia % i,
St R-TASIY I 1 I

But can we say therefore that NDA-ruled States receive other forms of preferential
treatment?

QAfh o1 I8 T o Thdll © fob TTSTT RN 74l B 3= YHR o1 fa=iy ary frean 82
We can think about this in fiscal and political terms.

39 fasiig ok Teriifaes = & Twsn o a%ar 3|

A large quantity of Centre-State transfers take place through formulas set by the Finance
Commission.

HTH! T § H5-I150 gearawor faw sma g1 Fruffva It & areaw 9 g 8

And these are not inherently biased against Opposition-ruled States.

3R T TruTfa® wu 3 fauer iy =0t & faers vgmrd =€

Even if a number of States currently ruled by Opposition parties contribute more to the
Central kitty than they receive in return, that is because of the way fiscal redistribution
works in India.

I $3 fauer MR W59 F5 B Siftre dhre 3d § o 9ea  $H Ui #d ¢, af I8
YRa A fa<fig gfdaror &t wofa & sRU |

So, we can’t say that the Finance Commission is partisan in the way it manages Centre-
State transfers.

SURTT Ig 8t FHgT S Thall b Fay SIRINT Fg-3To4 gRaiaror & &urd 8|

But there is more room for discretion in other types of transfers.

AT 30 THR & gxaiarul H fadewifie @ it Terg=r gt g1

Opposition-ruled States complain about delays or non-payment of matching funds for
Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS).

fquer =Ryd I Fg yrAiora TS (CSs) & e firar sge 9 &8 a1 YW A g
Pt Rrerad Fxd g

Because these transfers allow for more discretion, they create more scope for potential
partisan bias compared to transfers governed by the Finance Commission.

¥ gediaRon 7 3ifeieh fadarfiren R €14 @ far sl gt e gwaiavon &t gers & varard
B JUTaT SHferw et B

At the same time, all States, regardless of political alignment, are operating within a
broader context of increasing fiscal centralisation.

guéﬂﬁw,uﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁ,aﬁﬁ?ﬂnﬁwm%wmﬁﬁaﬁm@
|
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e The other way to think about this question is politically.
39 UY &I Ier-ifae € & o Tusn o gwar g1
e States which are politically aligned with the Centre are likely to experience a lower
degree of interference by Union agenmes
Sl X B P HIY IS U F G §, I¢ DAl TRl & IS BT HH FIHAT
FHAT IS THal 2|
e ltis difficult to say that we can detect partisan bias in some of the more rule-bound
operations of the Government of India.
g B8 B § [ URA WRPR B FFm-snurfya uftrarel & Wy verard uram S |war 2|
o Butthere is noise around it, which is politically driven, suggesting partisan bias.

AfpT 3P MUY AeTfae U A ARG TR 8, S Y&UTd &1 Jdbd aa1 g

Yamini Aiyar

I 3R

e A principal problem with the idea of ‘double engine’ is in its framing.
SIA SO BT SGURUN $ Y- THWT TP wuv@r # g1

e |tundermines the core principle of federal accommodation.
I8 Tig G & 4a Rigia @) SR S 8|

e Federalism allows for multiple political identities to cohere within the framework of the
nation state. ]
QTG AP F S1d | 3D I-ide UgdHl & Hg-Heid ot rgAfd JaT 8|

e Thus, a truly federal India, with its diverse identities, is going to have different types of
political parties.
U UPR, U IRAIde g WRd, 391 fafay ugam & ary, fafts yor & werifas qal
DI THR BT

o The idea of ‘double engine’ invokes a challenge to this principle of accommodation.
ST O P SAYURON 3T AT & RIgid B gl Sl &

e |tis presented to voters as a means by which efficiency can be entrenched within Centre-
State relations.
U HacTarsl & A Hg-3ey Hael # g&fdr ST 3 & J1ed & &9 § yRgd foan
STar 81

o Constitutionally, India’s federal structure is dependent on cooperation between the
Centre and States.
HayTHe ¥ & YIRd BT TR eraT 5 3R Il & TgaRT IR TUTR 8|

o What the framework of ‘double engine’ posits is the idea that different political parties
across States and the Centre make cooperation harder and therefore require more
symmetry.
ST SO’ BT &A1 g8 {1 & T Trsa) 3R $g A S-S & 814 A JgaNT Hig 81
STaT 8, SHferg i THT=aT STaRa® 7|

e |nthat sense, it pits efficiency against democracy.
=9 312l U2 G4 B NPT H Fros TS PR 8|

e So, the idea of ‘double engine’ undermines the fundamental principle of federalism and
pits Opposition parties against the political party at the Centre.
T ISR ST oI’ HYdIG & Ha Rigid ! AR T 8 iR faueft gaf &) dg ot
TG uTdl & fare @1 Hran 2|

e |tis important to say that even in a world where the framework of ‘double engine’ was not
invoked, in moments of political dominance, national parties have misused their
constitutional powers, politicising Centre-State relations.
g8 HeayUl ¢ & saa gorr & fomm o, Iorifas uy@ & 99y It et A s "@awnfae
SRPRI BT gEUART fran g, R $g.<1e0 ey AeNTI® & T

» However, the framing of ‘double engine’ seeks to legitimise this form of political control.
%Wﬁ? ST GO DI TURET 5H YR P IS {01 B 34 3831 BT YA St

I
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Financial autonomy of States and ‘double engine’ debate

0l @t o=ty WA ok s9d §oi T 989

LT

YA

Is the absence of a ‘double engine’ setup hindering the financial autonomy of States,
partlcularly regarding the timely release of Central funds?

1 ST o AT B rFuiRAfe e o1 faxiia warawrar &) guifad #= W&l 8,
vt $dg = B g79 W) NErE & G #@2

We have to think about the discourse of ‘double-engine’ government within the wider
context of an ideological assault on the idea of federalism in India.
T ‘SO 9T WHR P! 989 B HRd H TIAIE $ YR UR IS gHd & AU
T # qHgAT 8N
Under the weight of a dominant national party, we are seeing the steady erosion of what |
would describe as a culture of federal restraint in which the Centre and States mutually
respect each other’s spheres of autonomy.

TS Y@ P & & <a1d H 5H 39 HuIa 699 31 G8pid $ TR-9R &Ro1 31 <@ @
% o Fg 3R ST TH-gax @1 WAl BT GHH HRd & |
But the shrinking of the fiscal autonomy of States is not simply a ‘double engine’
question.
e et P faxiiy warawdr # S Sad sad 9 BT Y 781 8
All States are seeing their fiscal autonomy shrink for a number of reasons, including the
introduction of GST and the introduction of new cesses and surcharges.
Tt I fafts eRoN | eroeit faia warawar gedt 3@ ¥R €, o sheadt ot geama
3R 9T IUBR T wATS! W g

Since 2008-09, at the Accountability Initiative at the Center for Policy Research, we
began tracking the flow of funds for CSS released by the Centre which go into the State
treasury and then through layers of administration to the last mile where there is
expenditure.

2008-09 ¥ HeX Wik yiterd Frod ot srprdefaferdt gfRkmfed # 597 &g gRT & css
B & UATE DI ¢ BT L3 (P dl, Sl ITT S &1d 3 SR fibx wemafe w=i a8l
§U 3ifow @ 9% ugua B

We began to notice expenditure units spend a significant part of the financial year
awaiting funds, and then rush to spend it before March 31 to show utilisation
certificates so that next year’s money gets released.

BAA 2 o o9 gTgal faxiia adf &1 a1 R o= ot wedten & fyarh § ok fife 31 af @
Ugd W fea™ & g ash F 4= @d Fvdl § a1fF orma o it 7if ot gt Wb |

This was largely on account of a complete administrative failure caused by rules and
conditionalities imposed on the flow and use of CSS.

I Ad: CSS & Ut 3R IUFNT UR @ ¢ fawl 9 3l | Iaa y=mafe fawadar &
DHRUT YT|

States have long demanded greater fiscal devolution from the Centre.

T dd T O Py & i faxita fadbdiamvor o1 7 wd 38 €

The 14th Finance Commission pushed for enhanced devolution of the divisible pool of
taxes to States, and said CSS conditionalities that make fund flows difficult and create
inefficiencies must be addressed.

149 T3 T = BRI & FAuTsT ga &1 Siftres e vsal a1 &3 iR 9R fean ik @g1 fos
CSS @ T N Y YaTe B! HISH Tl § 3R H&HATE T Hel §, I JURT ST
CHEHY
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The Modi government dismantled the Planning Commission, claiming that allocation of
funds was centralising.

M TRPR A IS TN B AT P T, I8 Fod §U IS 47 srde SHeipd g a1 ol

It replaced it with NITI Aayog, which established a Chief Ministers’ subcommittee tasked
with examining the restructuring of CSS to address inefficiencies in fund flows.

=9 ifa SmaT ¥ sean T, fom gerEiat @t Suafifa nfed #t @ife css & gaite gt
Y YATg BT S&HATS DI gR a1 o1 G |
But its recommendations were ignored.

| Y TorRaiareT S foar |
Thus India has had a history of administrative failure when it comes to fund flows and
these have affected all States.

3 JHR YR H Y= UaTg & ATHA A y=mEfe fawaarsit @1 sfagra a1 8, a3
Il Y guTfad fbar g1

The big shift now is that discretionary channels of CSS are being used, and
administrative failures are being leveraged more politically.

3fd ST SeeTd I8 ¢ [ ¢SS ¥ fRaerdia A=) &1 SUahT 8 ¥eT @ ok wmife
fawaansit &1 weHifae Tu I i sxawTa fHar ST 8|

So we are no longer merely in the arena of administrative failures creating inefficiencies;
those inefficiencies are being deployed politically to create deeper problems.

TUTTT 3fd g Pl WHTHITS fApadrel | I samarsl ae Hia 781 8; 32
I U A STURT $ T FHATE Ut 1 S8 3|

Double-engine governments and southern States’ reality

TIA-Z9 PR 3R gferoft Isaf

LT

Does the claim that double-engine governments benefit States hold up against the
reality of the south, where several States with better socioeconomic indicators are
ruled by non-BJP/non-NDA governments?

1 ¢ a1 [ STa-§oi IRPIR 4l Bt a1 et €, SR 31 aRafdwar & I et seral
§, 981 S8R HTT-3Mfid Tohde! aTd B8 Iy IR-HISTUTAR-TTS T WRPRI gRT MR 872

The notion that there is a consistent pattern of what double-engine governance does for
economic outcomes or fiscal redistribution is fiction.

g YRUT foh Sad-go- M- Sfde ufvomat ar faxfta qafdaror R v Jwm uvTa srerar
g, TP pUAT Bl

It is fiction that India can achieve greater efficiency and economic growth by negating its
pluralism.

Tg ff T Beu T & fb HIRE St Igaran &) THR® M gardr 3R nfie gf e &2
HHdl gl

The southern States are good examples of that.

f&roft IT5T THT 3reST IS &

Tamil Nadu has seen a high pace of economic growth over the last few decades.
dftreTg A fiod 7o oxre! # v anffe gf 3= 81

Why is that the case? It is not only a question of the party in power.

T i 57 I8 fads wwn § g urdl &1y g 8|

Historically, changes in land ownership patterns and political mobilisation around social
justice for lower caste communities took place in the south much earlier than in the
north.

UfaeRie &9 ¥ YfYy W1fira & e # aqarg ok fa sifa ayerl & g wrnfome =ma
& 34-M1g Werifas aredt gféor & 3w &t ga-n & 9gd Ugd g5
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o Those have been important preconditions for the economic dynamism we see in the
south today.
T 3ot gfeéror # faars 3 arelt snffes wifasfterar & wgwyul d-3mawas eR® W@ &

o We also have to acknowledge that India has a skewed pattern of development, where
industrial development is heavily concentrated in the south.
&4 8 1 WIHR =1 g1 o URa 1 faery erigiera 8, oet sitenfie fawra afémor &
ftre Hxa 1

e Tamil Nadu’s growth rate is also a result of investments from other parts of India; it is
built on the back of internal labour migration from poorer regions, often with
exploitative wage levels.

s @ R & 34 foval @ Fa= &1 uRome off 8; 97 TR &5 9 sriafve

S YT WR TR 8, ST 3R XU Aoigdl TR g1d |

YA

o Ifyou look at patterns of growth in India, there is an aggregate national picture.
afe 3Ty U § gfs & Ue 3, O TP HHY AP i fG@Ts &l &

e But a closer look reveals that individual States have followed distinct trajectories of
economic growth and human development.
QAT TERTS F WA WR YT TS ¢ b SreT-3reT sl 2 e gfes ok wra faery &
-SSR AR ST 1

o These variations reflect their own historical and political path dependencies, many of
which predate Independence.
3 Tt Iat e ik Terifas anf-fiar @ axid €, e @ ¢ w@daar @
TEd &1 ¢

o Kerala’s growth comes from remittances, which is different from Tamil Nadu’s attempt
at trying to hasten its growth via manufacturing.
Fa Ft gf warft amg (Few) A ot B, S afremrg & fafmtor & areom @ 33
A & yarg A A B

o All this points to the fact that deeper federalism plays a role in shaping growth.
Ig 19 <2iaT § & e Tuare faer &) s 3 § yftreT fAurar 21

e ltis only through a deeper and more effective federalism that we will arrive at a
cooperative federal bargain.

ﬁ?mmuwm%mmﬁﬁwmmw@%wuﬁa
|
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Bacteria are multilingual, can talk to each other: biologist
IGs I:sat

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Bacteria can get into us,
make us sick, and they can
even kill us — but they give
us our life too. Bonnie
Bassler, renowned molecu-
lar biologist and professor
of Princeton University,
best known for her work in
bacterial communication,
described bacteria as
“magical microbes” hold-
ing great promise in the
fields of medicine, envi-
ronment and agriculture.
“Bacteria can talk to

each other and are multi-
lingual, have so much to
teach us about how collec-
tive behaviours evolved on
earth,” Prof. Bassler said at
alecture on Wednesday tit-
led ‘A chemical language
that enables communica-
tion between diverse or-
ganisms’.

“It’s the bacteria in your
gut that digests food and
gives you those [nu-
trients].” This phenome-
non of bacterial communi-
cation, or  “quorum
sensing” could indeed be a
game changer for medi-

Professor Bonnie Bassler delivers the lecture at IISc, Bengaluru, on
Wednesday. J. ALLEN EGENUSE

cine, by opening new ave-
nues to develop anti-quo-
rum sensing therapies
instead of antibiotics. Sev-
eral are “notorious bacte-

rial characters,” she said,
specifically citing the dead-
ly cholera-causing Vibrio
cholerae bacterium, and
perspectives on treating

the disease. This bacteri-
um is “the terrible cousin”
to an obscure but brilliant-
ly bioluminescent bacteri-
um, the Vibrio fischeri that
makes blue light and lives
in a wonderful one-to-one
symbiosis with a squid, she
explained.

The large squids live in
knee-deep water along the
coast of Hawaii. When sca-
venging under a bright
moonlit sky, it needs a way
to protect itself from pre-
dators that track the squid
through their moving sha-
dow. And this is where Vi-

Bacteria are multilingual, can talk to each other: biologist

AT gl §, TH-gIR T 919 R P4 7: Siafagt
e Bacteria can get into us, make us sick, and they can even kill us — but they give us our life

too.

SFIRGT TR IRR T T IR GHd &, 58 SR BR 96hd ¢, 3R 80 AR 1t 9hd § — dfp1 9

&9 oitae Wi 3a Bl
e Bonnie Bassler, renowned molecular biologist and professor of Princeton University, best

known for her work in bacterial communication, described bacteria as “magical microbes”

holding great promise in the fields of medicine, environment and agriculture.

RIS Suifaes Siiafagit 3R filkre=t fayfaemay & IR 9 99eR, S dociad TaR R
3 BT & oy St STt §, 3 SR & “SiTgs gerolia” Saran o fafeer, gafaror 3R $iy
& &3 ¥ 9t HHTeE T9d & |
e “Bacteria can talk to each other and are multilingual, have so much to teach us about how
collective behaviours evolved on earth,” Prof. Bassler said at a lecture on Wednesday titled ‘A
chemical language that enables communication between diverse organisms’.

“JFINT TH-gER F §1d X Tahd! § SR Igumi €, oik &8 ug g & fore 9gd oo ¢ f gt
W W IR HY fasiRyd 8¢, 0. SgR A gYdR PI ‘A chemical language that enables
communication between diverse organisms’ MY Te TR | el

e “It's the bacteria in your gut that digests food and

“3MMgepl 3fid § Hioe Sariar g HioH &1 T §

ives you those [nutrients].”

3! I [A9eh dcd] Sd &1

brio fischeri glows under
the squid, making it sha-
dowless.

Prof. Bassler said she
was delighted to be deliver-
ing the lecture on the Inter-
national Day for Women
and Girls in Science.

The lecture was organ-
ised by TNQ, a non-profit
foundation set up in India
to support basic research
in maths and the life
sciences. Prof. Bassler is
the 2022 winner of the
Wolf Prize in Chemistry
and the 2023 winner of the
Canada Gairdner Award.

e This phenomenon of bacterial communication, or “quorum sensing” could indeed be a game
changer for medicine, by opening new avenues to develop anti-quorum sensing therapies
instead of antibiotics.
SFRINTA TIR $1 I8 e, a1 “HRY IR, THTRfead & gom UE-eRe YR TR
I fRid B & U IR ViR Irda B fafere & foe 79 IoR wifad 81 9 8|

e Several are “notorious bacterial characters,” she said, specifically citing the deadly cholera-
causing Vibrio cholerae bacterium, and perspectives on treating the disease.
3% &gl & 3% “FErd
(Vibrio cholerae) SAcIRAT BT Iead HRd §U, 3R 3 AR & IUAR & PHI0 WR a1d Bl |

e This bacterium is “the terrible cousin” to an obscure but brilliantly bioluminescent bacterium,
the Vibrio fischeri that makes blue light and lives in a wonderful one-to-one symbiosis with a
squid, she explained.

I U fh T8 ST T HH J1d Afh TR Sadifermr sadifar fafsar frs

ST U 8, faR =0 9 Urae gol Uel o34 ool fafsay et
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UH-I-UH Tgoiad & 3gdT g
e The large squids live in knee-deep water along the coast of Hawaii
¥S fps gaTs & dc & fH-R gea- R U # 5 B

¢ When scavenging under a bright moonlit sky, it needs a way to protect itself from predators
that track the squid through their moving shadow.

T 98 JHBI TG SHTHTR P A1d HioH JioidT g, dl 34 3 ISR ofial I Gg &1 FaH o
TBT TR o IUD! T g8 BT & AT ¥ IqHT U1 Fvdl 5|

e And this is where Vibrio fischeri glows under the squid, making it shadowless.

3R 7 R fafsrat fpRdY v & 1 awear B, R ST ! 11 IAT 81 9l g

e Prof. Bassler said she was delighted to be delivering the lecture on the International Day for

Women and Girls in Science.
Ul SeR A Fel & 96 SfaRTg Afgar SR anfereT faw fiaw R ey < 4 uae |

e The lecture was organised by TNQ, a non-profit foundation set up in India to support basic

research in maths and the life sciences.

Ig ARA TNQ GRT STAfoTd foam mar o1, St YR & 7Iford SiR Sita fage & gl srgeu™

BT 9T B & fow wiftd T TR-ATHSRT TR B

e Prof. Bassler is the 2022 winner of the Wolf Prize in Chemistry and the 2023 winner of the

Canada Gairdner Award.

mzozzﬁwmﬁmaﬁﬁ@msﬁnozsaﬁmmmﬁ
|

‘Higher education is key to eliminating
inequality and powering economy’

At the inaugural session of The Hindu Tech Summit 2026, jointly organised by The Hindu Group, VIT, and Sify Technologies, VIT Founder and

Chancellor G. Viswanathan points out that as India’s economy grew, inequality widened. Only education can help to curb this situation, he says

CHENNAI

roviding  quality
Peducation and in-
creasing  college

and university enrolment
hold the key to improving
the economy of the coun-
try and curtailing inequali-
ty, G. Viswanathan, Foun-
der and Chancellor, Vellore
Institute of Technology
(VIT), said in Chennai on
Thursday.

At the inaugural session
of The Hindu Tech Summit
2026, organised by The
Hindu Group, Vellore Insti-
tute of Technology, and Si-
fy Technologies, he said
that in the past 20 years or
so, India had grown to be-
come the fourth largest
economy, overtaking Japan
in 2025. Inequality had
grown too, with only about
70 lakh people declaring
themselves as belonging to
the higher income group.

‘Policy needed’
“They say India is the most
unequal country in the
world, next only to Russia.
Unless we provide educa-
tion, this cannot be cur-
tailed. It requires govern-
ment policy,” Dr.
Viswanathan said. For this,
education should reach all
children belonging to poor
families and the middle
class.

He said Japan’s per capi-

Tech focus: G. Viswanathan, Founder and Chancellor, Vellore Institute of Technology; N. Ram, Director, The Hindu Group; Suresh Nambath,
Editor, The Hindu; LV. Navaneeth, CEO, The Hindu Group; and Raju Vegesna, chairman and managing director, Sify Technologies, at the
inauguration of The Hindu Tech Summit 2026 in Chennai on Thursday. 8. VELANKANNI RAJ

ta income was 12 times that
of India. While India’s per
capita income stood at
$2,900, Japan’s was
$36,000. While some go-
vernment officials exuded
confidence that India
could overtake Germany in
a few years, it should be
borne in mind that Germa-
ny’s per capita income was
$58,000, 20 times that of
India.

“In the year 2000, there
were only nine billionaires
in the country. Now, we
have grown beyond 300,”
he said.

The National Education
Policy’s thrust on improv-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

‘Owing to the lack of
spending, only four
crore children out
of 14 crore eligible
for higher education
are at colleges

and universities’

ing the gross enrolment ra-
tio from the present 28% to
50% in the next 15 years
would mean the number of
students in colleges and
universities must be dou-
bled. This, Dr. Viswanath-
an said, meant someone
had to pay for them. In the
present scenario, the bur-

MO

GoPrasested by

den of higher education
was mostly on the learner;
the government spent
barely 3% to 4% of the GDP,
though the Kothari Com-
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mission in the 1960s had
recommended an expendi-
ture of at least 6% of the
GDP. Owing to the lack of
spending, only four crore
children out of 14 crore
eligible for higher educa-
tion were in colleges and
universities. Similarly, if In-
dia were to compete with
developed countries, the
spending on research and
development should be in-
creased manifold from the
present 0.7%.

Tracing the history of
VIT, Dr. Viswanathan said
that what started in 1984
with 180 students had
grown to accommodate 1

lakh students from all In-
dian States and 75 other
countries.

Role of AI
“Al is not a disruptor; Al is
an evolution,” said Raju Ve-
gesna, chairman and ma-
naging director, Sify Tech-
nologies, in his keynote
address. “Just as the Inter-
net enabled us to reach
places and share know-
ledge, we will get all those
benefits from Al” he ad-
ded. While India could be
lagging behind in higher
education, Mr. Vegesna ex-
uded confidence that the
country would have its un-
ique way to address the
transformations and the
market. Giving an exam-
ple, he said Al was like giv-
ing bicycle-riders a motor-
cycle; it ensured that they
reached more places fas-
ter, though the tech would
have to be adopted with
caution. India’s chances in
the game were on how to
adopt Al technology for the
benefit of enterprises.
Among those present at
the inaugural session were
Santhosh T.G., Chief Digital
Officer, Switch Mobility; N.
Ram, Director, The Hindu
Group; Suresh Nambath,
Editor, The Hindu; L.V. Na-
vaneeth, Chief Executive
Officer, The Hindu Group;
and Suresh Balakrishna,
Chief Revenue Officer, The
Hindu Group.
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‘Higher education is key to eliminating inequality and powering economy’

I RI&IT SRIHTTAT THTW DA 3R rfeqawiT #1 2fed 3 F1 polt &

e Atthe inaugural session of The Hindu Tech Summit 2026, jointly organised by The Hindu
Group, VIT, and Sify Technologies, VIT Founder and Chancellor G. Viswanathan points
out that as India’s economy grew, inequality widened. Only education can help to curb this
situation, he says.

g &g oo afie 2026 & Igurey 97 , S g &g gu, dtensgd ik fawt denarsis 7

T T § AR fora, demsdt & TwTuw SR penfemfa oit. fay=ram 3 g1 o o-

g%;rre—dﬁ&rﬂwmazﬁ AT it 9T 39 RS & haa e & Fafd s 9ol g,
FeT

e Providing quality education and increasing college and university enrolment hold the key to
improving the economy of the country and curtailing inequality, G. Viswanathan, Founder
and Chancellor, Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT), said in Chennai on Thursday.
ToTaaTqut RIET UEH &1 SR Bl 9 fayfaeerd e 961 ox1 Bt SRITTRIT GURA 3R
SHTTAT HH B DI Foll §, Tg I1d deeR SWTege HTE Saare (FrmEdl) & TR 3R
Fanerafd oft. Ay A TSaR & 998 d Fall

e Atthe inaugural session of The Hindu Tech Summit 2026, organised by The Hindu Group,
Vellore Institute of Technology, and Sify Technologies, he said that in the past 20 years
or so, India had grown to become the fourth largest economy, overtaking Japan in 2025.

2 g 3@ AIe 2026 % Iqure w9 A, R @ fg 0, Jeai} Seege aife doraon ok
e TaarSi 3 AT fobar, I14 FeT b fUwd TrTHT 20 I8t # YR At Ted st
aﬂmwww%,mﬁzozsﬁwﬁ%éﬁGM|

¢ Inequality had grown too, with only about 70 lakh people declaring themselves as belonging
to the higher income group.

g Ht 5t B, oReH FHad T 70 ERE @R A WY B I 31 ¥ BT 91T B

‘Policy needed’
<fifa ot smazgeHar

“They say India is the most unequal country in the world, next only to Russia. Unless we
provide education, this cannot be curtailed. It requires government policy,” Dr. Viswanathan
said.

“THg1 STl § o HR T &1 e STHM ST, Had = & qIe | 5d d gH e ugH =gt
B, 39 FRifa e fovan o aha| 59 o Rt Hifd &t sraxaddr &, S, fay e A
el
e For this, education should reach all children belonging to poor families and the middle class.

0% RiT Rieit e TRART R Ao a7 Q Teiferd @t st o U AR
e He said Japan’s per capita income was 12 times that of India. While India’s per capita
income stood at $2,900, Japan’s was $36,000.
3211 Fel for SIruT ot Ui safad 3 YR ¥ 12 T[T 81 o761 HRd &1 ufd safada 3ma $2,900 ¢,
I8} SITI Bt $36,000 T
¢ While some government officials exuded confidence that India could overtake Germany in a
few years, it should be borne in mind that Germany’s per capita income was $58,000, 20
times that of India.
el T8 WHRT HIRAT 3 fay arad fosan fs URd oo anf & o+t &) e Bis Tahdar §,
I8! I8 & a1 a1y o S &t wifd sfad o $58,000 B, S HRA ¥ 20 AT B
e “In the year 2000, there were only nine billionaires in the country. Now, we have grown
beyond 300,” he said.
< 2000 T 2% H Had Y SRTUFA U1 3 T TAT 300 F 34AF &) TS B,” IBA BTl
o The National Education Policy’s thrust on improving the gross enrolment ratio from the
present 28% to 50% in the next 15 years would mean the number of students in colleges and
universities must be doubled.
e ifar &1 39 28% T 3ATA 15 TF T 50% TP THd AHIH U dgMH WR SR
2 31 & for sraril 3R fayfaemaat & S @ WReam S et gt
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This, Dr. Viswanathan said, meant someone had to pay for them.
1. 3= A Fg1 o et o B o6 forell ot 9o foe YeTa= = g

In the present scenario, the burden of higher education was mostly on the learner; the
government spent barely 3% to 4% of the GDP, though the Kothari Commission in the
1960s had recommended an expenditure of at least 6% of the GDP.

I uReRa ¥ I R1e &1 aigr gea: Riemif R §; TRSR GDP &1 Had 3% A 4% Td
m%‘,aa%weo%?mﬁaﬁmamﬁmﬁmeopms%@?fWﬁﬁmFm
|

Owing to the lack of spending, only four crore children out of 14 crore eligible for higher
education were in colleges and universities.

Td Bt U b BRI, I e & oL U 14 FRIS g H W Had IR B 8! DIaol 3R
fayforemreral & 9|

Similarly, if India were to compete with developed countries, the spending on research and
development should be increased manifold from the present 0.7%.

it UBR, afe YR fasfad <= § ufergyf &1 aredr 8, af s iR e R wd &t
AU 0.7% J F3 A1 IGHT 81T

Tracing the history of VIT, Dr. Viswanathan said that what started in 1984 with 180 students
had grown to accommodate 1 lakh students from all Indian States and 75 other countries.

Tt & e o1 Iwi¥ B gU, SF. a1y 2 F51 fos 1984 T 180 BT I YF g3 IR
3F IHt URdTT Tt 3R 75 3T I P 1 ATE BT B ARG B el g

Role of Al

T3TE Bt YfHDT

“Al is not a disruptor; Al is an evolution,” said Raju Vegesna, chairman and managing
director, Sify Technologies, in his keynote address.

T3S fAUCTHR 7TE1 &; T3NS TP [Ibr ©,” T8 It Rt Seairsitel o SRA 3R Teie
eI IS AT = 30 T UV § Sl |

“Just as the Internet enabled us to reach places and share knowledge, we will get all those
benefits from Al,” he added.

R gexe I g Wl de UgE 3R T 91 A H T o, 39 8 g vend & o 3 gt
Y i, 3= Se

While India could be lagging behind in higher education, Mr. Vegesna exuded confidence that
the country would have its unique way to address the transformations and the market.

STgT HRd 3= e & 0 1 IobdT §, a8t ot 3a0g= 3 fayrg oed fopan f 2z ufkad= ik
TIOR3 e &7 S(UAT 33T RiehT [admRId B

Giving an example, he said Al was like giving bicycle-riders a motorcycle; it ensured that they
reached more places faster, though the tech would have to be adopted with caution.

JTERU & §U I61 Bel b TSNS Tr3febe Tl arail bl HexAT3obe 3 Ol §: 38 3 3ifep
RIF q Aol A Ugd Yohd &, BIeih 39 a1 Bl YU & 1Y ST 1T

India’s chances in the game were on how to adopt Al technology for the benefit of
enterprises.

=9 vfaegyf & YRd &t GUTEAT 39 R R § % a8 Sedl & a1y & fow Ters ao e &1 ol
SO B |

Among those present at the inaugural session were Santhosh T.G., Chief Digital Officer,
Switch Mobility; N. Ram, Director, The Hindu Group; Suresh Nambath, Editor, The
Hindu; L.V. Navaneeth, Chief Executive Officer, The Hindu Group; and Suresh
Balakrishna, Chief Revenue Officer, The Hindu Group.

Igure ¥ § IuRyd A | ddi .o, 9w feforea sifewr, Raa wifafead; v, wm,
e, g fEg gu; q¥r A1y, dures, g fig; wa.dt. Faiia, g srder ofiert, g fig
qU; 3R = TAHWT, G-I IR PRy, g fig Ju wnfia 2
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Personalised learning through Al is the future, says VIT vice-president

T3ITS & ATHH A AfRITd Rreor g widsy g, densgd & Suredes 1 $al

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Personalised learning through Al is
the future, says VIT vice-president

Sekar Viswanathan says VIT has been adopting innovative Al-based tools and systems to enhance the overall learning experience for students.

He also underscores the importance of updating faculty members with technology to enlighten students about various developments

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ellore Institute of
‘/ Technology (VIT) is
actively working to-

wards integrating artificial
intelligence (Al) into the
education sector, especial-
ly for personalised learn-
ing, as the future of aca-
demic advancement, VIT
vice-president Sekar Vis-
wanathan said at The Hin-
du Tech Summit 2026,
hosted by The Hindu, pre-
sented by VIT, and co-pre-
sented by Sify Technolo-
gies, in Chennai on
Thursday.

Noting that the institu-
tion has been adopting in-
novative Al-based tools
and systems to enhance
the overall learning expe-
rience for students, he said
the faculty also need to be
updated with technology
to enlighten students
about various develop-
ments.

Knowledge sessions

In a conversation with Ra-
mya Kannan, Chief of Bu-
reau (Tamil Nadu), The
Hindu, on ‘From Class-
rooms to Cosmos’, Mr. Se-
kar elaborated on various
facilities, such as a Teach-
ing Learning Centre of Ex-
cellence and faculty deve-

DR SEKAR VISWANATHAN

-

Vice President,
Vellore Institute of Technology

MS RAMYA KANNAN

Chief of Bureat
The Hindu

Focus on future: VIT vice-president Sekar Viswanathan in conversation with Ramya Kannan,
Chief of Bureau (Tamil Nadu), The Hindu, at the Tech Summit 2026. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

lopment centres, where
faculty members are en-
couraged to attend know-
ledge sessions on Agentic
Al and Al in solar energy.
Faculty training is key to
providing quality educa-
tion, he said.

Responding to a ques-
tion on using Al and Inter-
net of Things (IoT) in va-
rious disciplines, he said
non-engineering  schools
also get the advantage of
technology. For instance,
law school students learn

about cyber security law
and Al in law, and agricul-
ture students are exposed
to drone technology and
remote sensing in agricul-
ture and smart farming.
“We make sure that Al is
used in every subject, and
it is the common denomi-
nator so that students gain
domain expertise and also
learn to integrate technolo-
gy in all fields,” he said.
Highlighting pro-
grammes like curriculum
for applied learning and

adaptive curriculum for ex-
cellence, Mr. Sekar said
students are allowed to stu-
dy other subjects apart
from their discipline. For
instance, a mechanical en-
gineering student can
learn marketing or special-
ise in IoT. “We allow pro-
gramme migration. Multi-
disciplinary education will
increase their employabili-
ty,” he said.

Digital divide
Answering a question on

digital divide and limita-
tions to students’ access to
technology, he said VIT has
started online courses to
reach out to students in re-
mote areas. The country
has also made significant
progress in  providing
technological access to stu-
dents, he added.

Appreciating the State
government’s scheme to
provide free laptops to stu-
dents and the Centre’s pol-
icy to reduce the cost of
bandwidth, Mr. Sekar said
the government must en-
sure network reach in re-
mote, hilly areas. Underlin-
ing the need for providing
affordable higher educa-
tion to more youngsters,
he said the government
must increase funding for
education, as private insti-
tutions have their limits in
extending  scholarships.
Programmes such as the
Prime Minister’s Research
Fellowship must reach all
institutions. The govern-
ment must adopt a liberal
approach, allowing institu-
tions to open more cam-
puses and increase the in-
take of students.

Relevance of hackathons
To a question about the re-
levance of mentorship and
hackathons at educational
institutions, Mr. Sekar cit-

ed examples at VIT, whe-
rein hackathons are con-
ducted as assessment tools
and startups are funded.
Students are encouraged to
solve problems provided
by industries as part of
their course and this, in
turn, develops entrepre-
neurship. What starts as
simple problem-solving in
a classroom leads to the
creation  of  startups
through the Technology
Business Incubator at VIT,
and eventually, the better-
ment of society.

Collaborative initiatives
Elaborating on collabora-
tive initiatives with the in-
dustry, he said close con-
nect with the industries
ensure better job prospects
for students and prepare
them for reality. Besides
modules taught by indus-
try experts, students learn
soft skills for better em-
ployability. VIT also offers
programmes for industry
professionals.

Later, answering a ques-
tion on the education sec-
tor’s response to pandemic
resilience by N. Ram, Di-
rector, The Hindu Group,
Mr. Sekar said VIT
switched to live online edu-
cation and provided device
and network access to stu-
dents.

Sekar Viswanathan says VIT has been adopting innovative Al-based tools and systems to
enhance the overall learning experience for students.
T fayA1= 3 Fe1 (& dengdl SEf & Ty R 3Hd &1 98k §H & AT TareT
TIHTE-STeTRE SUHRUI 3R yonferat &1 0= &1 3|
He also underscores the importance of updating faculty members with technology to enlighten
students about various developments.
I fafi fawrl & SR & Sl & ITRee & & AT YT Tewd! &I Weifie! ¥ srra-
TG & Hgd WR oI fea|
Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT) is actively working towards integrating artificial

intelligence (Al) into the education sector, especially for personalised learning, as the future
of academic advancement, VIT vice-president Sekar Viswanathan said at The Hindu Tech

Summit 2026, hosted by The Hindu, presented by VIT, and co-presented by Sify

Technologles in Chennai on Thursday.

AR STeyYe TP Terarsh (@3mse) em & 8, faRiv wu I afdard e & forg,
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IUTHE VB FAYTY A [FaR $I A5 § i g fg e afiie 2026, maﬁgm
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Noting that the institution has been adopting innovative Al-based tools and systems to
enhance the overall learning experience for students, he said the faculty also need to be
updated with technology to enlighten students about various developments.

g I PR gU o TRIH BT & TaY FRIE0T SIHT BT IgaR I & foTg a4l TafTs-
ST IUDRUI 3R FUTerdt T 3T X1 ], I5i- el o it fawmrat & IR | Bl &l
SRRe® B P T T o1 +f Mot ¥ 3rera 381 I1fe T

Knowledge sessions

BIRKE]

In a conversation with Ramya Kannan, Chief of Bureau (Tamil Nadu), The Hindu, on ‘From
Classrooms to Cosmos’, Mr. Sekar elaborated on various facilities, such as a Teaching
Learning Centre of Excellence and faculty development centres, where faculty members
are encouraged to attend knowledge sessions on Agentic Al and Al in solar energy.

‘From Classrooms to Cosmos’ f[dSa IR § 1%§ il @ gy (?f&l?Fﬂ_g’) IR HAT B 1Y
STaid §, R 3 AR af Yex e TRildw ok I fawra da ot fafdi gfaersit
R IR T =i o1, g1 Yb1 o] &) Telfed T3MTS 3R HiR SHell A T3ATS TR I I H§ HAT
o & forg deanfed fosan ST g
Faculty training is key to providing quality educatlon he said.

I Fel fob Toraaryul fRem UeH & &1 ol Yehrg UrRIEf g
Responding to a question on using Al and Internet of Things (loT) in various disciplines, he
said non-engineering schools also get the advantage of technology.
faftr fawat o wais iR gevAe TP AR (1oT) F ITTNT R U o1 IR <d §U ST Hel b
R-gonfrafeT gl @ ot Mefies) &1 any e 81

For instance, law school students learn about cyber security law and Al in law, and agriculture
students are exposed to drone technology and remote sensing in agriculture and smart
farming.

IR0 & forg, fafdr faemera & BT WgeR TRe i 3R fafyy o e & aR # ded €, 3R
PR P B A do-l U B 3R T Tt # Redie AR okt 81 71

“We make sure that Al is used in every subject, and it is the common denominator so that
students gain domain expertise and also learn to integrate technology in all fields,” he said.

0 G HRd © [ T3NS &1 I &= [Ava & 7, 3IR I8 I SR o d1fs 1 fawama
faroie e & 3R I+t &5 A Wefies) Y Tplpd B 1t WG, I6 el

Highlighting programmes like curriculum for applied learning and adaptive curriculum for
excellence, Mr. Sekar said students are allowed to study other subjects apart from their
discipline.

TS S AT & o UTeushd 3R IH P & o 3Gl UTaush S HRishl o ¥@ifhd Hed
BY, ft Yo A Fg1 for STl DY o fawar & srarar o fawd ugH ) ergufa ff ol 31

For instance, a mechanical englneermg student can learn marketing or specialise in loT.
IR & T, T BT ST BT HIH T UG el 2 T loT F RISl U7t %
qHT 3|

“We allow programme migration. Multidisciplinary education will increase their employability,”
he said.

89 By URad B AT 3 ¥ sg-favae Refl ST ISR & e, 3211 el

Digital divide
feforea favrs=

Answering a question on digital divide and limitations to students’ access to technology, he
said VIT has started online courses to reach out to students in remote areas.

feforea faure ok THEl &1 Mt a% Ugd &1 FH1e R Uy &1 IW ad gU I3 Fel &
FreMEd A GRS & &3 & B! dd UgaH & (a4 3fi-as Uiedshd L= U § |
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The country has also made significant progress in providing technological access to students,

he added.

I5IH SIeT o S A B! B A1 Ugd U HRA § off Agagul wifa &1 g |

Appreciating the State government’s scheme to provide free laptops to students and the

Centre’s policy to reduce the cost of bandwidth, Mr. Sekar said the government must ensure

network reach in remote, hilly areas.

T IRBR B! BET B! U AU UGH B DI AIoT R g BT dSfAgY AR HH B 1

i Y TR1E PR g, A AR A BT 7 WBR Bl g7 3R UgIeY &l H Fead ugw ghfda

ST AR

Underlining the need for providing affordable higher education to more youngsters, he said

the government must increase funding for education, as private institutions have their limits in

extending scholarships.

3ty garaft & frthradt Iod el U™ $=A & AHaRIeHdl R SR ad gU I35+ el &

gwﬁﬁ&n%%ﬂﬁﬁuﬁwmm%m Hifes ol ST Bt B S Bt 3 HATT
I

Programs such as the Prime Minister’s Research Fellowship must reach all institutions.

FUTHET SR AT S Srisd Tt SR d& ugeH Al

The government must adopt a liberal approach, allowing institutions to open more campuses

and increase the intake of students.

WRBR B IGR DBV UHT A1, For) TR o1 31fde uRER Wiam ok B! & e

SGMH 1 3rAfd firet |

Relevance of hackathons

TR B! YRIfrdr

To a question about the relevance of mentorship and hackathons at educational institutions,
Mr. Sekar cited examples at VIT, wherein hackathons are conducted as assessment tools
and startups are funded.

QA& TR § HeRIY IR §HTUH BT URIAIHA R Uy & IR F, o Y A et &
TR0 U, ST6T ST Bl Hedlich-T SUDBRUN &b U H AN e el  3IR wrésry o
ot divwor feam Sirar g1

Students are encouraged to solve problems provided by industries as part of their course and
this, in turn, develops entrepreneurship.

B B U UTIhH & fo® & FU H I gRT QU 7T G031 Dl g B & fog Weanfed
fopar STan 8, 3R 399 Iufirar fAeyd gt 81

What starts as simple problem-solving in a classroom leads to the creation of startups through
the Technology Business Incubator at VIT, and eventually, the betterment of society.

o F&f H WIURY FEW-THIYTH § Y& §Id1 ¢, 98 dSmSdt & Sl faemy gagdex &
TTeOH ¥ WICS & FAA0r 3R 3fdd: THTS & I dob Ugadl g

Collaborative initiatives

YURTTH® Ugd

Elaborating on collaborative initiatives with the industry, he said close connect with the
industries ensure better job prospects for students and prepare them for reality.

ST & 1Y FgANTAD Ugal IR IR ¥ =i $H=d gU 361+ del b IaA 3§ e daey B!
¥ foTg AR ISR TFHTETE FAYT FRd § 3R 37 IRafaeral & It dOR $Rd & |

Besides modules taught by industry experts, students learn soft skills for better employability.
I faRIRI GRT UGIE T4 Aleyd o SATdl, BT §gaR JASHR &HdT & forg dive Repa ot
Uraa B

VIT also offers programmes for industry professionals.

JFefEc! I URIART & forg oft SR H U™ ol 5

Later, answering a question on the education sector’s response to pandemic resilience by N.
Ram, Director, The Hindu Group, Mr. Sekar said VIT switched to live online education and
provided device and network access to students.
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‘Governing decisions is more
important than governing infra’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

With Al systems influenc-
ing real-time decisions
across sectors, experts at
The Hindu Tech Summit
2026 cautioned that tradi-
tional governance, risk,
and compliance (GRC) mo-
dels are yet to catch up, ex-
posing organisations to
new and poorly under-
stood risks.

At a session titled ‘Go-
vernance, Risk, and Intelli-
gence: The Next GRC Fra-
mework’, Balakrishna
Kanniah, vice-president,
IT, IS and Digital, Alten In-
dia Pvt. Ltd., said that
while platforms change,
some things remain stan-
dard and static.

Agentic Al

“Agentic Al has not
changed the fundamentals
of GRC. Governance mo-
dels may change, but GRC
itself has not been rein-
vented for projects. What
has changed is the adop-
tion rate. In my 25 years in
the industry, earlier GRC
was seen as audit-driven.
Now that has changed.
GRC has become a key

Experts at a discussion on ‘Governance, Risk, and Intelligence: The Next GRC Framework’ say traditional
governance, risk, and compliance models are yet to catch up with emerging Al systems. M. SRINATH

driver of success for risk
frameworks, operations,
new projects, and pro-
ducts. Everything falls un-
der it,” he said.
Responding to a ques-
tion on whether compa-
nies now govern infras-
tructure or decision-
making, Gowdhaman Joth-
ilingam, Global CISO and
Head of IT at LatentView
Analytics Ltd., said organi-
sations today govern deci-
sions, not infrastructure,
which has largely been sta-
bilised and scaled. The real
differentiator, he said, is
accountability.

FAIR model
From a cybersecurity
standpoint, Mr. Jothilin-

gam recommended the
FAIR (Factor Analysis of In-
formation Risk) model, an
open-source standard for

quantifying cyber risk.

Governance oversight
Speaking about the shift to
continuous  governance
oversight in regulated sec-
tors such as banking, Ven-
nimalai Sundaresan, vice-
president, data gover-
nance, Standard
Chartered, said that while
banks already have robust
GRC frameworks and
strong regulatory over-
sight, the real challenge
lies in aligning traditional
governance models with
adaptive, real-time tech-
nologies.

forofal 1 2 ST $3671 & 2T | 3ifirep AUl @

With Al systems influencing real-time decisions across sectors, experts at The Hindu Tech
Summit 2026 cautioned that traditional governance, risk, and compliance (GRC) models

A fundamental issue
with Al Sakthi Balan Muth-
aiah, Professor, Shiv Nadar
University, pointed out, is
anthropomorphism.

“We use words like intel-
ligence, learning, and un-
derstanding, assuming Al
behaves like humans. It
does not. For example, hu-
mans learn multiplication
assuming addition is alrea-
dy understood. Al models
do not learn that way —
they learn through pattern
recognition. This assump-
tion can go wrong, espe-
cially in auditing and regu-
lation,” he said.

The session was moder-
ated by Koushik Ramani,
Managing Partner, Net-
workGain.

are yet to catch up, exposing organisations to new and poorly understood risks.

faftm =i 5 Al

yunferal gRT Rad-ergw fAvial o) guTfdd #33 & 1Y, The Hindu Tech
Summit 2026 ¥ fIRwFl 7 Aarat & for uRuR® T, R 3R FwrEy (GRC) Alsd snf

TP Y a1 ¢ U &, FSr® We AU 3R &9 IS U SNRaA} & Judh H 311 3% 3

At a session titled ‘Governance, Risk, and Intelligence: The Next GRC Framework’,

Balakrishna Kanniah, vice-president, IT, IS and Digital, Alten India Pvt. Ltd., said that while

platforms change, some things remain standard and static.
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Aggntic Al

Toifew Al

“ Agentic Al has not changed the fundamentals of GRC. Governance models may change,
but GRC itself has not been reinvented for projects. What has changed is the adoption rate. In
my 25 years in the industry, earlier GRC was seen as audit-driven. Now that has changed.
GRC has become a key driver of success for risk frameworks, operations, new projects, and
products. Everything falls under it,” he said.

“ Agentic Al 4 GRC & T Rigidl & T8l sqa 81 a9 Aisd 9&d I&hd ©, Afdd GRC Bl
ufareTaT & fore fohR 9 snfasgpd =&t fasan TR § | Sff 9GaT § 98 39 & &R g1 ST H W
25 qul #, Ugd GRC ! 3iifSc-afera W1 STl AT 39 98 96 1 81 GRC SfaH gfg,
e, T3 uRASHIST 3R SdTE! B hadT &1 Ue T I 94 7191 8| 96 $6 39d il
3T 8,” I el
Responding to a question on whether companies now govern infrastructure or
decisionmaking, Gowdhaman Jothilingam, Global CISO and Head of IT at LatentView
Analytics Ltd., said organisations today govern decisions, not infrastructure, which has
largely been stabilised and scaled.

YUY F IR A b F1 Sufgt @ SrReaRR a1 Fufg-fufor &1 I <t €, Gowdhaman
Jothilingam, TAEd CISO 3R IT YW, LatentView Analytics Ltd., ¥ %81 {5 3T TTe
ShRCER el dfew (Uil &1 U FHRd €, O 1wl 88 ao fRR iR fawaria fosar s g1 ]
The real differentiator, he said, is accountability.

361 $T & aRdfa® 3R HA aTa ded SIaTae! 8

F AIR model
F AIR HISd

From a cybersecurity standpoint, Mr. Jothilingam recommended the F AIR (Factor Analysis
of Information Risk) model, an open-source standard for quantifying cyber risk.

RIEERE Rl & =PI, it Jothilingam 9F AIR (Factor Analysis of Information Risk)
Aisd B! RABIR B, S TSR SNRAH B A F AT T 3U=-91 74 5

Governance oversight

Speaking about the shift to continuous governance oversight in regulated sectors such as
banking, Vennimalai Sundaresan, vice president, data governance, Standard Chartered,
said that while banks already have robust GRC frameworks and strong regulatory oversight,
the real challenge lies in aligning traditional governance models with adaptive, real-time
technologies.

SfdT o fafafiya &t & Tad e AR @1 3R Igdd WR died gU, Vennimalai
Sundaresan, a29-URIS e, 3T TIH%, Standard Chartered, 7 %8l f Siafd ol & Uy g
Y ASgd GRC 2 3R T2rad fFame AR 8, arafas gk uRuRe Ta-ig Aisal &
Ea1g, Rud-erga ao-ie! & Iy WRd = A ]l

A fundamental issue with Al, Sakthi Balan Muthaiah, Professor, Shiv Nadar University,
pointed out, is anthropomorphism.

Sakthi Balan Muthaiah, TR, Shiv Nadar University, 7 Sd10T fdb Al & I1Y T JAYd
AT AHI-9e A ol (anthropomorphism) gl

“We use words like intelligence, learning, and understanding, assuming Al behaves like
humans. It does not. For example, humans learn multiplication assuming addition is already
understood. Al models do not learn that way — they learn through pattern recognition. This
assumption can go wrong, especially in auditing and regulation,” he said.
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e The session was moderated by Koushik Ramani, Managing Partner, NetworkGain.

‘Unlearn, relearn to stay relevant in technological era’
TM and build resilience in the

CHENNAI

Resilience is non-negotia-
ble, but with technology
evolving rapidly, organisa-
tions must unlearn outdat-
ed practices and relearn
new skills to stay relevant
and effective, panellists
said on Thursday at The
Hindu Tech Summit 2026
hosted by The Hindu along
with VIT.

Speaking at a session on
“The Role of Technology in
Business Continuity and
Disaster Recovery’, Amrish
Kumar Jain, Chief Informa-
tion Officer, Tally Solution,
said it is difficult to predict
technology upgradation

evolving  technological
landscape. But organisa-
tions must continue to up-
scale and adapt themselves
to emerging technology.
While resilience remains
non-negotiable, real-time
testing is essential to build
robust disaster recovery
system.

Noting that addition of
an Al layer is enhancing ev-
ery aspect, from design to
operations, Roopesh Ku-
mar, Head, Data Center
Projects, SIFY Infinit Spac-
es Limited, highlighted the
use of Al in predictive
monitoring to prevent dis-
asters. An additional Al
layer in monitoring system

Panellists at a session on ‘The Role of Technology in Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery’ stress
the need to unlearn outdated practices and relearn new skills to stay relevant and effective. M. SRINATH

are being deployed to im-
prove efficiency and avoid
the risk of incidents.
Recalling how business
continuity was sustained
during the 2015 Chennai
floods and the COVID-19
pandemic, Sendil Kumar
Venkatesan, CTO, Shriram

Capital, said the organisa-
tion made efforts to streng-
then its system with resi-
lience plan to reduce
downtime.  Application
programming  interface
plays a major role in disas-
ter recovery strategies. Ev-
ery organisation must have

a blueprint for data recov-
ery drills, especially when
operating in a multi-cloud
environment.

At the session moderat-
ed by Suresh Vijayaragha-
van, CTO, The Hindu, pa-
nellists also discussed the
use of application monitor-

39 I BT AT Koushik Ramani, FRfST UTER, Network Gain, 3 f&aT|

ing tools that provide clear
picture of whether alerts
are genuine or false to ad-
dress issues. Tracing the
evolution of data technolo-
gy since floppy disks, San-
thosh T.G., Chief Digital Of-
ficer, Switch Mobility, said
organisations must ensure
back-up mechanisms and
embed technology in busi-
ness operations.

Highlighting how cloud
technology has trans-
formed Al ecosystem and
simplified data recovery
for customers, Suraj Ra-
mesh, Senior Principal
Product Manager, Oracle
India Private Limited, said
automation plays a critical
role in data recovery.

‘Unlearn, relearn to stay relevant in technological era’

Tb-tp! g H Ui 5 381 & forg s ok fa Y

Resilience is non-negotiable, but with technology evolving rapidly, organisations must unlearn
outdated practices and relearn new skills to stay relevant and effective, panellists said on
Thursday at The Hindu Tech Summit 2026 hosted by The Hindu along with VIT.

Resilience 3aRgd §, At ot & fasRid g1 dd-ie & W1y, W11 & QR guraff &t
BISHR T8 DIV YRG! SN dTfeb Ui 3R THTd o1 3B, TAfREY 3 ¥R &I The Hindu
Tech Summit 2026 H FgT, fSUHT IS The Hindu = VIT & 1Y o]

Speaking at a session on ‘The Role of Technology in Business Continuity and Disaster
Recovery’, Amrish Kumar Jain, Chief Information Olcer, Tally Solution, said it is difficult
to predict technology upgradation and build resilience in the evolving technological landscape.
‘The Role of Technology in Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery’ o R aa o
IS g, Amrish Kumar Jain, Chief Information Officer, Tally Solution, el Dal o fawla E»P[
g do-1b! URET | da-ilop! 3o 1 Higwrarolt ST $iR resilience AT B

But organisations must continue to upscale and adapt themselves to emerging technology.
AP TSI BT IHRCA Tebi1ep P TR WY 1 I 3R 3PTeId B g1 =M

While resilience remains non-negotiable, real-time testing is essential to build a robust
disaster recovery system.

STl resilience % aﬁnﬁa@ disaster recovery system M & U real-time testing
AT g |

Noting that addition of an Al layer is enhancing every aspect, from design to operations,
Roopesh Kumar, Head, Data Center Projects, SIFY Innit Spaces Limited, highlighted the
use of Al in predictive monitoring to prevent disasters.

g I@I HRd U fh Al layer BT GHIART S H AHR AT db G UG I A=Iad &7 8T
%, Roopesh Kumar, Head, Data Center Projects, SIFY Innit Spaces Limited, 3 &rrqaerﬁ P
AP & forg predictive monitoring T Al & TR IR YH1RT STl

An additional Al layer in the monitoring system is being deployed to improve efficiency and
avoid the risk of incidents.

R gomeht § T SHfAfad Al layer dHTd &1 ST @1 § Al Gl H GUR 81 3R geef &
SRIA O & ST b |
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Recalling how business continuity was sustained during the 2015 Chennai foods and the
COVID-19 pandemic, Sendil Kumar Venkatesan, CTO, Shriram Capital, said the
organisation made efforts to strengthen its system with a resilience plan to reduce downtime.
2015 Chennai ['oods 3fR COVID-19 pandemic & GRTH SIdUT fA¥dRdT ¥ ST ! 78,
3@ g Hd 8U, Sendil Kumar Venkatesan, CTO, Shriram Capital, El Dgl f& drea
downtime &8 &R & TT resilience plan & TTY 3G YOI bl Holgd & & TN fhu|
Application programming interface plays a major role in disaster recovery strategies.
Application programming interface disaster recovery JurIfaal # WE»’c_CIEUf ﬂ-‘[&lﬁ IEHIGI] %’I
Every organisation must have a blueprint for data recovery drills, especially when operating in
a multi-cloud environment.

B U39 & U data recovery drills CANLECY blueprint BT 91T, ARy ¥4 ¥ 914 a8 multi-
cloud environment & &1 B T B

At the session moderated by Suresh Vijayaraghavan, CTO, The Hindu, panellists also
discussed the use of application monitoring tools that provide a clear picture of whether alerts
are genuine or false to address issues.

Suresh Vijayaraghavan, CTO, The Hindu, GRT IdTfeid 931 |, Tferel o application
monitoring tools & IgaT R i 7= B, S g8 Wy o UeH a4 § {6 alerts aafas g a1

Tod, d1fcs THTafl &1 FHTY fooar < g |

Tracing the evolution of data technology since oppty disks, Santhosh T.G., Chief Digital
Oflicer, Switch Mobility, said organisations must ensure back-up mechanisms and embed
technology in business operations.

Uoppy disks T AP ST dHP o [ddTg Bl &WW gU, Santhosh T.G., Chief Digital
Officer, Switch Mobility, ¥ %81 fa &I &I back-up mechanisms AT HA T1RY 3R
business operations H dpIe &I E’H’I’%ﬁ DAl HT%'QI

Highlighting how cloud technology has transformed the Al ecosystem and simplified data
recovery for customers, Suraj Ramesh, Senior Principal Product Manager, Oracle India
Private Limited, said automation plays a critical role in data recovery.

g JOR Hd Y f& cloud technology TAIl ecosystem P! HY uiafedd famar % 3R PIREAED
o data recovery ﬁWTﬁTCIT% Suraj Ramesh, Senior Principal Product Manager, Oracle
India Private Limited, 5 %gT fd automation data recovery § Td IIB@'{Uf ﬂ-jﬁlﬁ fRurar g1
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The many lives of breast cancer:
understanding special subtypes

Breast cancer is not just one story. There are many variations — some relatively gentle, some more aggressive — but all of them are treatable when found early and

approached without fear or delay; paying attention to the quiet signals that something is different, and acting on them, is the most powerful step to take

Nisha Hariharan

onversations about breast

cancer usually bring up a single

picture in one’s mind: a woman

feels a lump, gets it tested, is
told she has breast cancer, and then
follows a pathway of surgery,
chemotherapy, radiation and hormone
tablets. That picture is almost always
based on the commonest form of the
disease — what the World Health
Organization now calls “invasive
carcinoma of no special type” (NST),
formerly known as invasive ductal
carcinoma. Around 70-80% of invasive
breast cancers fall into this group.

But breast cancer is not one disease.
Under the microscope, it is a family of
diseases that all happen to arise in the
breast. Some are aggressive, some are
surprisingly gentle, some have not yet
turned into true cancer, and some occur
in groups we rarely talk about, such as
men. The subtype of breast cancer in the
pathology report can change the likely
behaviour of the disease and the kind of
treatment it needs.

In India, where breast cancer has
become the most-commonly diagnosed
cancer among women in many urban
registries, these rare forms are not a
side-show: they are part of the everyday
reality of oncology.

Once a lump is
detected on
examination or
imaging, the next
crucial step is tissue

ien_may both
words ‘vou have

1cer’ but have

rent diseases diagnosis. In modern
+ microscope. practice, this is
1 usually done on small
plinary breast ~ samples taken witha
; core needle biopsy.
ﬁ’%&l The paLhulugis!pr.l-lyen
are types safely g jieg thin lices of
this tissue under the

microscope and performs special stains to
look for hormone receptors and other
markers.

From this process comes the
pathological diagnosis. It tells us: whether
there is cancer at all, where it seems to
have started, what pattern the cells form,
and whether they express oestrogen,
progesterone or HER2 receptors.

Two women may both hear the words
“you have breast cancer” but have very
different diseases under the microscope.
At this stage, communication between the
radiologist, pathologist and surgeon is
indispensable. The image, the biopsy and
the clinical examination must all make
sense together, especially when the
pattern is unusual. This is why
multidisciplinary breast units — where
these specialists work together — are
important to manage rare types safely.

The most important non-ductal
subtype to understand is invasive lobular
carcinoma (ILC) — the second-most
common kind of invasive breast cancer,
accounting for roughly one in ten cases. It
begins in the lobules — the milk-producing
glands — rather than the ducts. Under the
microscope, ILC cells tend to line up in
single files, slipping between normal
structures instead of clumping into a ball.
This microscopic pattern creates some
very practical differences.

Compared to usual ductal cancer, ILC:
may not form a well-defined lump that is
easy to feel, can make the breast feel
generally fuller, heavier, or slightly firmer
in one area, may cause subtle pulling in of
the skin or nipple rather than a distinct
nodule, and can be harder to pick up on a
mammogram, because it sometimes
blends in with normal tissue.

Most ILCs are hormene-receptor
positive, which means they respond well
to anti-oestrogen tablets given for several
years after surgery. Long-term outcomes

-an be very good when the disease is
caught early. The challenge lies in
recognising the disease early, both for
women, who may not feel a classic lump,
and for clinicians, who must be alert to
more subtle changes.

The key message is that breast
awareness is not just about “feeling a
lump”. If one breast slowly begins to look
or feel different from the other — in size,
shape, firmness or texture — and those
changes don’t go away, it is worth getting
checked, even if you cannot point to a
discrete lump.

The gentler outliers

Not all special subtypes of breast cancer
are very dangerous. Some are biologically
gentle and, when detected early, can be
controlled remarkably well with relatively
modest treatment.

A group of these “good outcome
cancers” includes tubular carcinoma,
colloid (mucinous) carcinoma, and
adenoid cystic carcinoma.

Tubular carcinoma is made up of tiny,
well-formed tube-like structures. These
tumours are usually small, slow-growing
and respond very well to treatment.
Mucinous (colloid) carcinoma produces
pools of mucus in which cancer cells
appear to float. This form often occurs in
older women and tends to behave less
aggressively than typical NST cancers.
Adenoid cystic carcinomas of the breast
are rare tumours with a distinctive
cribriform pattern; they are often
low-grade and less prone to spread to
Iymph nodes.

In many women with these subtypes,
disease can be effectively controlled by
first-line surgery and anti-oestrogen
tablets, without the need for intensive
chemotherapy. Despite being “rare”,
these cancers are immensely treatable,
provided they are recognised in time and
managed with due care.

At the other end are subtypes that tend
to behave more aggressively. Among these
are invasive micropapillary carcinoma
and metaplastic carcinoma.

In micropapillary carcinoma, the
cancer cells form clusters that seem to
float in empty spaces under the
microscope. This pattern is strongly
associated with a higher risk of
lymphovascular invasion and lymph node
spread. Even when the primary tumour in
the breast is not very large, the nodes can
be significantly involved. Recognising this
pattern alerts the treating team to the
need for careful axillary assessment and
appropriate systemic therapy.

Metaplastic carcinoma is rarer but
particularly important. Here, the tumour
contains areas where the cancer cells
have transformed into forms that

Once a lump is detected on examination or
imaging, the next crucial step is tissue
diagnosis. ISTOCKPHOTO

resemble bone, cartilage or
spindle-shaped connective tissue. These
tumours often present as rapidly
enlarging, firm lumps, are more likely to
be triple-negative (lacking ER, PR and
HER2), and can be less responsive to
standard chemotherapy compared to
ordinary NST tumours.

Outcomes for these aggressive
subtypes depend heavily on stage at
diagnosis and access to expertise. These
tumours underscore once again how
crucial accurate pathology and
multidisciplinary planning are, to achieve
good outcomes in breast cancer.

When the lump keeps growing

While all the tumours discussed so far are
unequivocally cancers, phyllodes
tumours are somewhat different. They
arise from the fibrous and glandular
tissue of the breast and are classified as
benign, borderline, or malignant based
on their microscopic features, depending
on how active and abnormal the stromal
component appears. They are, in other
words, tumours of the breast, but not
breast carcinoma in the usual sense.
Under the microscope, they have a
leaf-like architecture, which is where the
name “phyllodes” comes from.

Clinically, a phyllodes tumour typically
presents as a smooth, mobile lump,
which at first glance can resemble a
common fibroadenoma (a benign breast
lump) and then begin to grow quickly,
sometimes over just a few months.

In countries like India, where women
may delay seeking care because of fear,
stigma or distance, it is not unusual to
encounter phyllodes tumours that have
been allowed to reach very large sizes.

Unlike typical breast cancers,
phyllodes tumours rarely involve the
lymph nodes, so routine removal of nodes
is often unnecessary. The mainstay of
treatment is surgical excision with a rim
of healthy tissue around the tumour, to
reduce the risk of it coming back in the
same area. Malignant phyllodes tumours,
however, can spread through the
bloodstream, most commonly to the
lungs.

If you have been told you have a
“fibroadenoma” or a “benign lump”, but
it keeps increasing in size or returns
quickly after a minor operation, it is
worth asking your doctor if a phyllodes
tumour has been ruled out by proper
pathology.

Finally, there is a group that is rare not
because of the tumour type, but because

W HHR P P8 U AT STUSRI &) FHSHAT

o Breast cancer is not just one story. There are many variations — some relatively gentle,
some more aggressive — but all of them are treatable when found early and approached
without fear or delay; paying attention to the quiet signals that something is dilJerent, and
acting on them, is the most powerful step to take

W $ER I U B 51 8| 3P B3 &Y § — HO 3HU&TPd 8eb, PO YD IMPTHD
— QAP T 92t IUAR TFY § TF S YHSMTd § Uga foran S iR fom1 3% a1 38 & 3aw
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of who it affects: men. Public campaigns
about breast cancer overwhelmi

depict women. Yet men have breast tissue
too, and they can also develop breast
cancer.

‘Warning signs in men are similar to
those in women: a firm lump behind or
close to the nipple, nipple retraction,
ulceration or crusting, discharge or
bleeding from the nipple, and
occasionally a lump in the armpit.

The most important step is the first
one: recognising that a breast lump ina
man is not something to be ignored, but
something to be examined. For men who
are affected, the experience can be
doubly isolating.

Many have never heard of male breast
cancer before their own diagnosis and
some delay seeking help because breast
cancer is perceived as a “women’s
disease”. Treatment follows the same
broad principles as in women - surgery,
hormone tablets for
hormone-receptor-positive disease, and
chemotherapy or targeted therapy where
indicated. When diagnosed early and
treated appropriately, male breast cancer
can usually be brought under control.

What to watch for?

No one can tell the subtype of a breast
lesion by touch alone. That is the work of
imaging and pathology. But there are
certain patterns of change that should
never be ignored or endlessly reassured
away: Any new lump in the breast or
armpit that persists beyond a few weeks,
in women or men; a known “benign”
lump that suddenly begins to grow faster;
one breast becoming noticeably different
in size, shape or firmness compared to
the other; nipple changes — new
inversion, distortion, crusting, or
discharge, especially if blood-stained or
from a single duct; and skin changes —
such as persistent thickening or dimpling
— that do not settle.

Most of these will turn out to be
benign. Some will be common NST/ductal
cancers. A small minority will be the rarer
entities described above. For all of them,
timely evaluation including imaging, core
needle biopsy, and expert interpretation
is far better than months of waiting and
watching.

Rare breast cancer subtypes are a quiet
test of our systems. They ask whether
radiologists, pathologists and surgeons
are talking to each other; whether
multidisciplinary care is available beyond
a few big cities; and whether our
registries are capturing the full spectrum
of disease, not just its most familiar face.

For all of us, the message is simple:
breast cancer is not just one story. There
are many variations — some gentle, some
more demanding - but all of them are
very treatable when found early and
approached without fear or delay. Paying
attention to the quiet signals that
something is different, and acting on
them, remains the most powerful step we
can take.

(Dr. Nisha Hariharan is consultant
breast cancer specialist and oncoplastic
surgeon at the Basavatarakam Indo
American Cancer Hospital & Research
Institute in Hyderabad.
dr.nishahariharan@gmail.com)

The many lives of breast cancer: understanding special subtypes

THE GIST

-

Breast cancer is not one
disease. Under the microscope,
it is a family of diseases that all
happen to arise in the breast.
The subtype of breast cancer in
the pathology report can
change the likely behaviour of
the disease and the kind of
treatment it needs

-

The key message is that breast
‘awareness is not just about
“feeling a lump”. If one breast
slowly begins to look or feel
different from the other —in
size, shape, firmness or texture
—and those changes don’t go
away, it is worth getting
checked

-

Rare breast cancer subtypes
are a quiet test of our systems.
They ask whether radiologists,
pathologists and surgeons are
talking to each other; whether
multidisciplinary care is
available beyond a few big
cities; and whether our
registries are capturing the full
spectrum of disease, not just
its most familiar face
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fora oy, fonelt +ff e Wdha W &I <1 7 56 ST §, 3R 39 R HRATs BT T
SIfRT=RITeR FeH Bl

Conversations about breast cancer

T I

R Tt

Conversations about breast cancer usually bring ‘ y
up a single picture in one’s mind: a woman feels a ‘ o
lump, gets it tested, is told she has breast ' A
cancer, and then follows a pathway of surgery, ‘\“ g
chemotherapy, radiation and hormone tablets.

T IR R T91 HRR TH g AR GE a1 8
ST 3R FMHIA Farsit &1 ITAR L= g |

That picture is almost always based on the commonest form of the disease — what the
World Health Organization calls “invasive carcinoma of no special type (NST)”, formerly
invasive ductal carcinoma.

I TR SRR SHR & Ja I T TR AR gt 8 — o fay warea d@re=
«g13Rya HIRINAT 3T Y WIS 218U (NST)” FHedl 7, O Ugd 37aRYd Saed Sifi=1ar
pgl SITdl UT|

Around 70-80% of invasive breast cancers fall into this group.

TTHT 70-80% SARIT W R T THg & 341 B

But breast cancer is not one disease.

Afp T FR T & SR AE 3

Under the microscope, it is a family of diseases that arise in the breast.

ARSI & -Id 78 ATRGY BT TH TYE § o W4 & 39 eIt o |

Some are aggressive, some are gentle, some have not yet become true cancer, and some
occur in rare groups such as men.

PO ATHPHS gl 8, o i, P2 il T= FIR A 7Y Tgell, 3R T G361 oA S Affd
eI H gl 8

The subtype in the pathology report can change the behaviour of the disease and the
treatment required.

YTt RO &1 IuudR H & TGRSR aH SUAR &I 9&d Tobdl ¢ |

In India, where breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer among women in
many urban reglstrles these rare forms are part of everyday oncology reallty

YR B, 981 W IR F el et & ufgensit # gawt it urar wF aren R €, A
AU B 2t aif=pratel o 2w aRafisar & e 2|

Diagnosis after lump detection

s fireq & are fAe™

Once a lump is detected on examination or imaging, the next crucial step is tissue
diagnosis.
S a1 3AfHT & e firem & a1 3rTar W@yl e SHaw e gt gl
In modern practice, this is usually done using a core needle biopsy on small tissue samples.
Y Fifredt § I8 MR W PR Hied It gRI B SHdd ! I foHar S g1
The pathologist studies thin tissue slices under microscope and performs special stains
to detect hormone receptors and markers.

& A FHaP & Udd TWISH BT AT HaT § 3R fa=y Fg Hvap
g RRAPR 3R 3R AR &t Fid Il 5

Page62

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

Pathological diagnosis from this process

ERRE D R

From this process comes the pathological diagnosis.

39 Ufehan & Yutarored e we giar g

It tells whether cancer is present, where it started, what cell pattern is seen, and whether
oestrogen, progesterone or HER2 receptors are expressed.

Ig 9T § for R @ 91 a1, %ngeﬂ BIRB13M BT Yo T ], 3R 71 welo,
WA a1 HER2 fRAPR Aive B

Two women may both hear “you have breast cancer” but have very different diseases
under microscope.

3 RS oY “3MTUH! T FER 87 BT o Yabell 3, Al WISHIDBIT F 1 3! STy
ST B APt g

At this stage, communication between radiologist, pathologist and surgeon is essential.
Y WU W SSAaifore, Tdaiire o Toi- & § T0-ag ad® g

The image, biopsy and clinical examination must match, especially when the pattern is
unusual.

A, I ofik fRafered SIid &1 Ad g1 T1eT, Wi oid U SETHI 8l

This is why multidisciplinary breast units are important to manage rare types safely.

gAffery AeifS iR S gfted gofH UeR! ! JRfEa =4 & THTeM & 7w Tgayuf 8

Invasive lobular carcinoma (ILC)

(ILC)

The most important non-ductal subtype is invasive lobular carcinoma (ILC) — the second
most common invasive breast cancer, about 1 in 10 cases.
Y AUl A14-3aed UHR SAARIG TSGR PIRIAAT (ILC) § — I8 ORI Jad ITH
3IARIT T HIR §, TTHT 10 H 1 F9|
It begins in the lobules (milk- producmg glands) rather than the ducts.

I8 Weged (G I aTell Ui ¥ T gidT 8, Saey A
Under microscope, ILC cells line up in single files, sllpplng between normal structures
instead of formlng a lump.

T ILC BIRTHTE T T8 | fa@d! @, 3R 78 991 & Folg I Ta13i &

a9 Hadt |
This microscopic pattern creates practical clinical differences.
ug oo 3R UaT HRaT B

How ILC differs from usual ductal cancer
ILC HTHT So¢d R 4 &3 3ferT 8

May not form a clear lump easy to feel.

g WY e el a7 S S o 7egy foedn 51 9o |

May make the breast feel fuller, heavier or firmer in one area.

g W & T 8% T HRT G311, YR} T HAR HEqH 1 Ghell ¢ |

May cause subtle pulling of skin or nipple instead of a distinct nodule.

Ig WY 76 & Soid o a1 fud § gowt f&ama der o) I 3|

Can be harder to detect on mammogram, sometimes blending with normal tissue.

g AR § UgHEHT BioH 8 Jhdl ¢ Hifh I8 THI SHddb | fd S1d1 g

Treatment and prognosis of ILC
ILC ST SUAR 3R Uikomy

Most ILCs are hormone-receptor positive, so they respond well to anti-oestrogen tablets
after surgery.
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m%' ILC gTHIA-RAER uifrfed €13 8, sufer Toift & o Udt-uedior qarail § ore1 8RR
|

Long-term outcomes can be very good if detected early. ‘
g See! Udl Id STE dl SraTierd Uikony 9gd o 8 9&d o
The main challenge is early recognition, since classic lump may not be present.

T g STed! Ugd ¢, 1P 9T TG et gt

Key message on breast awareness
T INREHdl BT YT W=

Breast awareness is not only about feeling a lump.

W SITREH Al Had M6 Hggd B3 a6 JIHd el g

If one breast slowly becomes different in size, shape, firmness or texture, and the change
persists, it should be checked medically.

IS T W -4 TeTR, 3Mpfa, FSRdT AT gTae | J¢d WY 3R Ig gead a1 38, o
Siqedt | Tawa® g, Ul o W TS A7

The gentler outliers
D H SThTHD YPIR (Gentler outliers)

Not all special subtypes of breast cancer are very dangerous.

Tt faRiy YR & T $ER 95 WRAS gl g |

Some are biologically gentle and, when detected early, can be controlled well with
modest treatment.

F3 AP U Y FH ATHTHS §1d ¢ MR IS Seat UdT Id ¢ af vH TR | FHufa &
THd g

A group of these “good outcome cancers” includes tubular carcinoma, colloid
(mucinous) carcinoma, and adenoid cystic carcinoma.

T 3D URUMH a1 HeR” T SFeR IR, Slaizs (Wfe-w) ST ik veiss
fafee SiiA i g1

Tubular carcinoma

IR

Tubular carcinoma is made up of tiny well-formed tube-like structures.

YR BRI BT Foqafyd ogd SR T=-reif ¥ a1 giar 3|

These tumours are usually small, slow-growing and respond very well to treatment.
q R IITgd: Bie, TR 79 a1d 3R SR & ufa Ydg-=ha g 5
Mucinous (colloid) carcinoma

CIGIES)

Mucinous carcinoma produces pools of mucus in which cancer cells float.
T8 SR & RHT & TA 5 ¢ o8 Ha SIS avedl g3 et 81
This form often occurs in older women and behaves less aggressively than NST cancers.

g UBR IR 3T 37 Pt Afgars 7 81 ¢ 3R NST &R A $H ATHHSP gl 8|

Adenoid cystic carcinoma

Adenoid cystic carcinomas are rare tumours with cribriform pattern.
Rifes HIRMAM gy egmR § w fpfawid de giar g1
They are often low-grade and less likely to spread to lymph nodes.
3 IHRIa: -3 gl 7 SR forp i o aq &Y |HTaHT %4 gl ]
In many women with these subtypes, disease can be controlled by first-line surgery and
anti-oestrogen tablets, without intensive chemotherapy.
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USRI § S Aleael # faRt ugeh ol ok Gt-uweierT qaraif & Frfyd 8 e 8, fam
TR SR &)

o Despite being rare, these cancers are highly treatable if detected early.
T B F TG 3 SR Ted) Tga 81 R reafie SUNR v 2|

e More aggressive subtypes
YD STHTHD TPR

e Atthe other end are subtypes that behave more aggressively, such as invasive
micropapillary carcinoma and metaplastic carcinoma.

T 3R $6 UHR SHfUF MHTHS §Id &, oY 3R gt SR ik
HeTATRE® HIYHT|

Micropapillary carcinoma

e Cancer cells form clusters floating in empty spaces under microscope.
TEHRBIY B HOR RGN FTelt R # avd Il & ¥U # @ 5

e This pattern is linked to higher risk of lymphovascular invasion and lymph node spread.
I8 U Rrplavper 3awH 3R Rirp Aigw ® bama & 9= wifed 3 9T 5|

o Even if tumour in breast is small, lymph nodes may be significantly involved.
o € W W R BleT ), fovw gy sif¥re gutfad 81 9o g

e This requires careful axillary assessment and systemic therapy.

TP o WrauUT e Tfaaed) wig ok 3fra Rreafes Nt smaxas i 2|

Metaplastic carcinoma

AeTwResd SR

) Metaplastic carcinoma is rarer but important.
BRI gerH AfpT Agayqul 8|
e Tumour cells may resemble bone, cartilage or spindle-shaped tissue.
IR SR 7Y, Piidaw a1 RS APR P Sad S fog THa 21
e These tumours often present as rapidly enlarging firm lumps.
Y TR ARR Aot A Fgdl PSR M & w0 H fgwd g
e They are often triple-negative (ER, PR, HER2 absent) and may be less responsive to
chemotherapy.

3 SR feud-Afed (ER, PR, HER2 31Uy B1d & SR St & ufd &8 wHae=ia
DA g

e Outcomes and importance of pathology
giumg SR Yutarelt &1 g

o Outcomes depend on stage at diagnosis and expert care.
gRome e & TRt SR faRivg ST W Rk #vd &

e These tumours highlight the importance of accurate pathology and multidisciplinary
planning for good outcomes.

Y SR S IR & 1T T Fdiaien iR A SRR gierT & Aed &) id 8

When the lump keeps growing
Wq S AR dgdt

o While all the tumours discussed so far are unequivocally cancers, phyllodes tumours are
somewhat different.
3§ I 7! fu T Gaft R WF U J FIR €, Al fraied iR $© a8 8

o They arise from the fibrous and glandular tissue of the breast and are classified as benign,
borderline, or malignant based on microscopic features.
Y T & BIged MR TG Had I I Bld & AR A3eh iU [ARarsil & SR W ",
STSTATSH 91 91 vt § §ic od g
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They are tumours of the breast, but not breast carcinoma in the usual sense.
W & IR &, A I o B v priian i 8

Under the microscope, they show a leaf-like architecture, hence the name “phyllodes”.
ASHRDT B 378 Tt St T fead 7, Sufo s “Rpaiga gl a5

Clinically, a phyllodes tumour appears as a smooth, mobile Iump that may resemble a
fibroadenoma at first and then grow qwckly

fRaed ®U § fheigy R et 3R Re-gam arelt s & =0 A figar & ot geema &
BISSITSHHAT éwan?n% 3R iR dlt & ggar g1

In countries like India, delays due to fear, stigma or distance may allow tumours to reach
very large sizes.

YR o ¢ S, PP IT g3t & BRI < J A §1H IR SIFR 94 98 AR aP Ugd
& |

Unlike typical breast cancers, phyllodes tumours rarely involve lymph nodes.

I T HIR & Audid fragy oR forp Hig &1 &9 guTfad #3d €1

The main treatment is surgical excision with a margin of healthy tissue to reduce
recurrence.

T IUAR W Sad & B afga welt § a1fds gRighy F9 81

Malignant phyllodes tumours can spread through the bloodstream, most commonly to the
lungs.

UTd® fralgy AR vad & A1ead q, faRva Bwsl do hd Jad o

If a “fibroadenoma” or “benign lump” keeps growing or recurring, ask if phyllodes
tumour has been ruled out.

IS “WIEHTCSHT 7 W TS” AR Tl AT dledl 38, df I8 fb freites e &1 3o
9 @it foma T § a1 78|

Breast cancer in men

goul § T HER

Some cases are rare not by tumour type but by who it affects — men.

FS AHA SR & UHR I 8] dfewn fbd guTfad #d § — 30 @ gaH g 7

Men also have breast tissue and can develop breast cancer.

geu & Wl T SHae gia1 g 9k 3% T R 8 Il g

Warning signs in men include firm lump near nipple, nipple retraction, ulceration,

discharge or bleeding, and armpit lump.

TS B JdraHt Gohd § MUd & U $SR 6, Fod &1 sier ST, U14, |19 91 I9aTd,

3R T A S |

The key step is recognising that a breast lump in a man must not be ignored.

T B I8 JHLI ¢ [ ToU H W B 16 P AoRSiersT 781 ST A1y

Many men delay help because breast cancer is seen as a “women’s disease”.

H3 Y Heg a4 1 o) $HRA ¢ i W HaR B “wfgarsit & fardtr 1 orar g1

Treatment follows similar principles as in women — surgery, hormone therapy,

chemotherapy or targeted therapy.

IR Afgesi ST & gia1 § — Foidt, gt AR, Fdvdt a1 enfes Rt

When detected early and treated properly, male breast cancer can usually be controlled.

g%ﬁﬁﬁwaam B 3Tl B, I G H T SR wrrga: Rt farar o wean
I

What to watch for?

fT aral ww e €2

No one can tell the subtype of a breast lesion by touch alone; this is the work of imaging
and pathology.

DIs M Had IR T & 91T BT JICI3Y 8] 9dT GPpdT; T8 B4 AR 3R Yol &1 ¢8|
There are certain patterns of change that should never be ignored.

PO URadT & U 9 € e P ToReiers T8 B Tfeu|
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Any new lump in breast or armpit persisting beyond a few weeks, in women or men.
T AT H D13 ff 7 e S $3 8l F 4P 51 IR, Afgenai ar gouy 7|
A known benign lump that suddenly begins to grow faster.
Ugd ¥ 1 W S N A deil & g el |
One breast becoming noticeably different in size, shape or firmness compared to the
other.
TP T HI IR B ga & ATHR, ATHTA AT HSRaTl § WY dedrq|
Nipple changes — new inversion, distortion, crusting, or discharge (especially blood-
stained or single duct).

T gedrd — 3R 49, [adfa, Tudl, a1 | (WS I 9141 91 U g1 S 9) |
Skin changes — persistent thickening or dimpling that does not settle.
AT § IGATd — TAR [ a7 715 SGT U847 ot 31 7 8|
Most of these cases turn out to be benign, some are common NST/ductal cancers, and a
small minority are rare subtypes.

TH § SIS W B1d §, $ THIRT NST/STed HuR, 3R IS V gy UPR 8Id &

For all, timely evaluation with imaging, core needle biopsy, and expert interpretation is
better than waiting.

;rgj%ﬁﬂwwaﬁ—sﬁﬁﬂ,aﬁ?ﬂwmaﬁ?ﬁﬁwm—mmﬁﬁ
|

Rare breast cancer subtypes test our health systems.

FAY W FIR YHR gHR WA dF Pt 0Hem ad 8|

They check whether radiologists, pathologists and surgeons coordinate, and whether
multldlsmpllnary care eX|sts beyond big cities.
3 3wd § for Ysaaifore, @ &%YWWW?WH?T,@TW
TRRITRI 3@HTT 92 VR § SR Suaa 8|
They also test whether registries capture the full disease spectrum.
3 78 off R € o forfeeal St & @ Waew &1 gsf Bl § a1 T8l
The message is simple: breast cancer is not one story.
R WA §: W AR $ad TP YBR It BT A8l 8|
There are many variations — some gentle, some demanding — but all are treatable
when detected early.

TP P €U & — PO g6P, O 1R — R Wt &1 gar wva g af S} ugar= 8|
Paying attention to qwet signals of change and actmg early is the most powerful step.

BIe Yhdl W W AT 3R JHY W HRATS AT Ja Hgayuf ded g

GS Paper III: Environment,

TOPICS COVERED

| 13 February 2026

1.

Why has J&K shelved the Dal Lake restoration plan?

SH-HRAR A 9 shd TR die1 & i wIftd far?
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Family time: A greater one-homed thinoceros calf uzles ts mother i a wetland at the Pobitora Widlfe Sanctuary, in Morigaon district,
Assam, on Thursday. PTi

Why has J&K shelved the Dal
Lake restoration plan?

‘What environmental pressures have degraded Dal Lake over the decades?

Peerzada Ashiq

The story so far:

he Jammu and Kashmir
government this month
decided to shelve the

¥416.72-crore restoration and
conservation plan for the famous Dal
Lake in Srinagar. The decision was made
public in the J&K Assembly in response to
a question by ruling National Conference
(NC) legislator Tanvir Sadiq. The
government has now proposed an in-situ
conservation plan that would allow the
dwellers to live on the lake. The shelved
restoration and preservation plan,
introduced by the Manmohan Singh
government in 2009, aimed to address
key issues ailing the lake by shifting
around 9,000 Dal Lake dwellers. It sought
to tackle problems such as the shrinking
area of the lake, depleting water quality,
uncontrolled discharge of effluents into
the water body and growing population.

‘What issues does Dal Lake face?

Why has J&K shelved the Dal Lake restoration plan?

Over the past four decades, the lake has
recorded an extreme decline in water
quality due to anthropogenic pressures,
according to a 2022 survey conducted by
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural
Sciences and Technology (SKUAST). It
warned of extreme pollution loads and
encroachment in and around the lake, the
incursion of invasive plants and animals
leading to rapid degradation of water
quality.

The study observed that untreated
sewage discharged from several point and
non-point sources has severely
deteriorated water quality. The situation
has been further exacerbated by
deforestation, grazing, agriculture, and
changes in land use and land cover
patterns in the lake’s catchment area. The
reduction in the number of inflows and
internal water channels has also led to
poor water circulation.

Nutrient enrichment of the lake water
and sediments has caused extreme weed
growth and altered the lake’s biodiversity,
it warned.

‘What were the contours of the earlier
proposal?

In 2009, the Manmohan Singh
government approved the ¥416.72-crore
plan, which envisaged the shifting of
9,000 families in the first phase to a new
location in Srinagar’s Bemina area. Each
Dal Lake family was offered a plot of land,
%1.05 lakh for structure, and ¥3.91 lakh as
one-time compensation. The colony
earmarked for the Dal Lake dwellers,
named Rakh-e-Arth, was located ina
low-lying, flood-prone area of Bemina and
required extensive land filling. With a
significant amount spent on land filling,
the government failed to fully establish
basic facilities. This slowed down the pace
of shifting of the lake dwellers.

According to official figures, around
1808 families were successfully
rehabilitated in 17 years. “However, it has
failed to yield tangible outcomes on the
ground,” according to the J&K
government.

It said the lake conservation efforts
recorded only 27% of the goal.

‘What new measures are proposed?
In 2022, the J&K government set up a
High-Level Committee, which proposed
an in-situ conservation plan. It termed the
Dal Lake dwellers an “integral part of the
lake ecosystem™.

The J&K Lake Conservation and
Management Authority (LCMA) has been

Family time: A greater one-horned
rhinoceros calf nuzzles its mother in a
wetland at the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary,
in Morigaon district, Assam, on Thursday.

THE GIST

A d

The ¥416.72-crore restoration
plan was shelved as it failed to
yield tangible outcomes on the
ground, prompting the

directed to work out a comp

policy to implement in-situ conservation.
It has also advocated that relocation and
rehabilitation of left-out structures in the
priority hamlets, however, will proceed
concurrently in consonance with the
present acquisition procedure in vogue.
The government has identified 58 hamlets
within the lake, of which six will be
equipped with two modular Sewage
Treatment Plants. Under the Prime
Minister’s Development Package, an

ir pre for
the conservation of the Dal- -Nigeen Lake
ecosystem has been framed.

Officials said Kachri Mohalla within the
lake already functions as a modern
village. A Detailed Project Report has
been drafted by the IIT Roorkee and an
amount of ¥212.38 crore will be spent over
a period of five years. The project aims to
address sewerage issues in 28 internal
hamlets, treat inflow from catchment
areas, and dredge interior channels. It is
currently awaiting final approval from the
Finance Department, officials said. It also
proposes widening the development of
interior water channels for the revival of
interior circulation and smooth
navigation.

S-SR A 3 shid AT gier1 &1 wal IR far?

Dal Lake conservation decision

9 site Tver Fofg

o propose an
in-situ conservation plan
treating dwellers as an integral
part of the lake ecosystem.

hd

Dal Lake faces extreme decline
in water quality due to
anthropogenic pressures,
including untreated sewage
discharge, extreme pollution
loads, encroachment, invasive
plants and animals,
deforestation, land use
changes, poor water
circulation, and nutrient
enrichment leading to extreme
weed growth and altered
biodiversity.

e The Jammu and Kashmir government this month decided to shelve the ¥416.72-crore
restoration and conservation plan for the famous Dal Lake in Srinagar.

Y T oY 3R IR R A U MR 3t 5@ 3ia & fow 2416.72 s Ft FaTeht
3R TREIUT IS 1 R B 1 0k fora|

e The decision was made public in the J&K Assembly in response to a question by ruling
National Conference (NC) legislator Tanvir Sadiq.

g fuly SR

& IR A Fraviep fpar Tl

e The government has now proposed an in-situ conservation plan that would allow the
dwellers to live on the lake.
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The shelved restoration and preservation plan, introduced by the Manmohan Singh
government in 2009, aimed to shift around 9,000 Dal Lake dwellers.

2009 W%meaﬁnﬁwﬁammmmuﬂgooomsﬂa
i &) AT ST o1l

It sought to address problems such as shrinking lake area, depleting water quality,
uncontrolled discharge of effluents, and growing population.

3] 32 otd &1 Rypedr &1, AR srer urer, sifrafa srafry wia vare 3R aedt
SAGET S GHEETaff BT GHIET HAT U

What issues does Dal Lake face?

s s for gwwrait &1 IrH-T #2 IE 82

Over the past four decades, the lake recorded an extreme decline in water quality due to
anthropogenic pressures, according to a 2022 survey by SKUAST.

fU3d IR gRI®I & AHawI-d ga1d & HRU S 31 I uraar # rfie fR1ae o g5,
SKUAST & 2022 Jd&0l & SINR |

It warned of extreme pollution loads, encroachment, invasive plants and animals,
Ieadlng to rapid degradatlon of water quality.

, 3TehTHS e 3R Sftaf & HRUI Set uraaT & doft A &RT
B A & T |

The study observed that untreated sewage from multiple sources severely deteriorated
water quality.

3T H Ui 4T foh g Aial | faeT Su=niva Waw | o ores &1 ik w0 9 W
The situation worsened due to deforestation, grazing, agriculture, and land-use changes
in the catchment area.

Tg fUfY 7991 ) Bers, W8, FY 3R Fade ax & Yy ST ulad= § iR faret|
Reduction in inflows and internal water channels also led to poor water circulation.

T YaTg 3R SHafke® oa A9a § S I Fe TRIIERT TR g |

Nutrient enrichment caused extreme weed growth and biodiversity alteration.

iy dcdl 3t gfs I sreafire TRuaar g ok g fafyuar & sqara gon|

What were the contours of the earlier proposal?

Ugd UwdTd Bt wuvEr |1 A2

In 2009, the government approved a ¥416.72-crore plan to shift 9,000 families in the first
phase to Bemina, Srinagar.

2009 H PR A ¥416.72 PRI FIeIHT & I Ugdl IRUT A 9,000 URERT 1 affT, R
RIFART B DI TR
Each family was offered land, ¥1.05 lakh for structure, and ¥3.91 lakh compensation.

e URAR &1 YA, 1. 05 TG T & 1T 31 23.91 ARG J3Tae e |

The colony Rakh-e-Arth was in a low-lying flood-prone area, requiring extensive land
filling.

IRG-T-3rf Hra e arg-yaur & § ot 3R st YT WR1E F1 srazgaan At
Despite spending heavily on land filling, the government failed to fully establish basic
facilities, slowing relocation.

Y RS W UK T & FTacg WHR gayd g i @ve it 78 w3 aot, o
Harg et gl

Only 1808 families were rehabilitated in 17 years.

17 9ut & Had 1808 URARY &1 gafy gan|

The government said conservation efforts achieved only 27% of the goal.

WHR & TR W&V TN Had 27% T84T ad Ugd|
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What new measures are proposed?
AT IUTY T WA 872

e In 2022, a High-Level Committee proposed an in-situ conservation plan, calling dwellers
an “integral part of the ecosystem.”

2022 ¥ 3= wadig Afafa 3 399-Rig wveor g warfad &t $iR Aot & «orifRufast
a1 &1 3ifie fg=ar samn

e The J&K Lake Conservation and Management Authority (LCMA) was directed to frame a
comprehensive policy.
S-S RHR 3ite Ter ud uded wifieur (LCMA) &) sarue Hifa 99 &1 fdwr fear ma

e Relocation of remaining structures in priority hamlets will continue alongside conservation.
WY aferal o AW TS o7 gal TReU & iy SR} QAT

o The government identified 58 hamlets, with six to get modular Sewage Treatment Plants.
WHR A 58 FFwwal fifgd &f, o § B8 # Alsger diaw diedie Wie T e |

e Under the Prime Minister’s Development Package, an integrated Dal-Nigeen Lake
conservation programme was framed.
guTE faerT toe & dgd aRfed sa-fFrfts sha wveor srfswa s=mn

o Kachri Mohalla already functions as a modern village.
P! Higed Usd § mgﬁwn“ﬁaﬁmamfm%

e A Detailed Project Report by lIT Roorkee proposes ¥212.38 crore over five years.

gfEeT

T 38 PI f¥uid & uta auf & 2212.38 HRIS T &1 U9 B

e The project aims to fix sewerage in 28 hamlets, treat catchment inflow, and dredge
interior channels.

RS BT I 28 FfETal & WA YUR, Fave 9d ITAR 3N fiafke® A9a ot S
Bl
e |t awaits final approval from the Finance Department.

g faw favm o5t sifem iepfa o1 wdlan 7§ 1

e |t also proposes widening interior water channels to revive water circulation and smooth
navigation.

g 3Tl oTa Bal & AsT B F1 Ht TRaTa T 8 aifs oiet ufRE=Ror 3R Jars Aiaed
CREERED

GS Paper III: IS

TOPICS COVERED | 13 February 2026
1. | DAC clears purchase of 114 Rafales for IAF, and six P-81 aircraft for Navy

DAC T IAF & forT 114 I 3R A1 & fore ©8 P-81 fau= 91 TWdle 91
o &t
DAC clears purchase of 114 Rafales for IAF, and six P-81 aircraft for Navy
S 1l ntermal Securiy 3

Saurabh Trivedi procurement of 114 multi- lance and reconnaissance  at extending their service Acquisition  Procedure,
NEW DELHI role  fighter  aircraft (ISR), electronic intelli- life and ensuring opera- 2020 is expected to reduce
(MRFA), combat missiles, gence (ELINT), telecom- tional readiness, it added. dependence on foreign

manufacturers and en-
hance self-reliance in naval

The Defence Acquisition munications and remote

Council, chaired by De-

and an air-ship-based high- The Navy received AoN

altitude pseudo satellite sensing  for  military  for six additional P-8I long-

fence Minister Rajnath
Singh, on Thursday ac-
corded Acceptance of Ne-
cessity (AoN) for capital ac-
quisition proposals worth
approximately 3.6 lakh
crore.

The proposals include
114 Rafale fighter jets from
France for the Air Force
and six P-8I longrange
maritime reconnaissance
aircraft from the United
States for the Navy.

The Defence Ministry
said that for the IAF, the
AoN was approved for the

(AS-HAPS). The Rafale jets
are expected to significant-
ly enhance the IAF’s air-do-
minance capability across
the full spectrum of con-
flict and strengthen its
longrange offensive and
deterrence posture.

Manufacturing in India
A majority of the aircraft
will be manufactured in In-
dia, providing a boost to
domestic defence
production.

The Ministry further
said that the combat mis-

Air power: Most of the jets will be manufactured in India, providing
a boost to domestic industry. K. MURALI KUMAR

siles would enhance the
IAF’s stand-off ground at-
tack capability with deep-
strike precision and high

aceuracy.

The AS-HAPS platform
will be deployed for persis-
tent intelligence, surveil-

applications.

For the Army, the DAC
accorded AoN for the pro-
curement of anti-tank
mines (Vibhav) and the
overhaul of vehicle plat-
forms of armoured recov-
ery vehicles (ARVs), T-72
tanks and infantry combat
vehicles (BMP-1I).

The Vibhav mines will
serve as an anti-tank obsta-
cle system to delay and dis-
rupt advancing enemy me-
chanised forces. The
overhaul of existing ar-
moured platforms is aimed

range maritime reconnais-
sance aircraft from the
U.S., along with a 4 MW
marine gas turbine-based
electric power generator.
The P-8l aircraft will signif-
icantly bolster the Navy’s
long-range anti-submarine
warfare, maritime surveil-
lance and maritime strike
capabilities.

Reducing dependence

The induction of the ma-
rine gas turbine-based gen-
erator under the Make-1 ca-
tegory of the Defence

power generation systems.
For the Indian Coast
Guard, the AoN was grant-
ed for the procurement of
electro-optical/infrared
(EO/IR) systems for its Dor-
nier aircraft. The systems
will enhance maritime sur-
veillance and strengthen

coastal security
operations.
The approvals mark one

of the largest capital acqui-
sition clearances in recent
years, underlining the go-
vernment’s thrust on force
modernisation.
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DAC clears purchase of 114 Rafales for IAF, and six P-81 aircraft for Navy

DAC A IAF & fiTT 114 % d 3R AT & T B8 P-81 fau™ &1 @it &t wepdt

Gil

The Defence Acquisition Council, chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, on
Thursday accorded Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) for capital acquisition proposals worth
approximately ¥3.6 lakh crore.

&1 Siferrgor ufkug, ST siegardr Y&m w3t ey Rig A 61, A TR &1 a4 €3.6 A1
PRAS & YoiTa SR TRATd! o fOIT Sra=aerdr &t Wi (AoN) T &1l

The proposals include 114 Rafale fighter jets from France for the Air Force and six P-8I
long-range maritime reconnaissance aircraft from the United States for the Navy.

S URATa! H IR & foTT 161 § 114 % dsTE A SR A1 & e wged 4
SANPT T B P-8l welt g8 F T Y famm= =nfda §1

The Defence Ministry said that for the IAF, the AoN was approved for the procurement of
114 multirole fighter aircraft (MRFA), combat missiles, and an air-ship-based high-altitude
pseudo satellite (AS-HAPS).

&1 HATETT A Fel % 1AF & T 114 98-Yfe1 @e1E fAU (MRFA), o Trmgd ok
TR-RY Seid I=-3aTE T TG (AS-HAPS) &1 TRie & ot AoN & Aol &t T2

The Rafale jets are expected to significantly enhance the IAF’s air-dominance capability

across the full spectrum of conflict and strengthen its long-range offensive and deterrence
posture.

A A J IAF St arg Ty &Har § R oy Waed & Agayuf gfg 819 ok 3t delt g
DT MBS qUT UARIYS AT B Togd B B U g

Manufacturing in India

HRd & fAafor

A majority of the aircraft will be manufactured in India, providing a boost to domestic defence
production.

it famm wra & it forg smew, S8 ave e Sared &1 Serar e

The Ministry further said that the combat missiles would enhance the IAF’s stand-off ground
attack capability with deep-strike precision and high accuracy.

HATTT A 3T H5T {6 g Bse TeX UeR &t AidhdT AR I YGdl & 1Y IAF DI WK s-
3T ASS 3w & Bl TG

The AS-HAPS platform will be deployed for persistent intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance (ISR), electronic intelligence (ELINT), telecommunications and remote
sensing for military applications.

AS-HAPS Wi &I I IugIT & forg FRar , AR 3R Y (ISR), SAaH®
eI (ELINT), TR 3R ferfte SR & forg d=ma fosam s

For the Army, the DAC accorded AoN for the procurement of anti-tank mines (Vibhav) and
the overhaul of vehicle platforms of armoured recovery vehicles (ARVs), T-72 tanks and
infantry combat vehicles (BMP-II).

1 & fIE, DAC A G0 TEH (fAya) & Tig 3R secRag RPbast a6 (ARVs), T-72 &
3R S BT Fdhd (BMP-11) & T8 WehiH & 3NaREId & T AoN TS &1l

The Vibhav mines will serve as an anti-tank obstacle system to delay and disrupt advancing
enemy mechanised forces.

fava ATE 3PRR 1 IE g B! APpIgss B &) faeiad 3R F1fid o34 & forg té-dw
SARNY YU & 20 | B Dt |

The overhaul of existing armoured platforms is aimed at extending their service life and
ensuring operatlonal readlness it added.

HioleT SBReE Wehid wﬁmmw&mwﬁﬁ?q%mmgﬁ@aaﬂﬁas
IexT T oo &1 <1 B, I SieT T

The Navy received AoN for six additional P-8I long-range maritime reconnaissance
aircraft from the U.S., along with a 4 MW marine gas turbine-based electric power
generator.
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T BT U.S. ¥ &g Sifafvad P-8l ddt gt & A eIt faum SiR U 4 Avmmare 9 A9
TatgT smuTia fagga xfa SFveR & eI AoN T g3

The P-8I aircraft will significantly bolster the Navy’s long-range anti-submarine warfare,
maritime surveillance and maritime strike capabilities.

P-81 fau 1 o1 weft g8 &t TA-qamA g, I R SR Il UeR emanat &
Tgayul &0 ¥ Holgd S|

Reducing dependence

fARar A =+

The induction of the marine gas turbine-based generator under the Make-l category of the
Defence Acquisition Procedure, 2020 is expected to reduce dependence on foreign
manufacturers and enhance self-reliance in naval power generation systems.

&I SFRRTEuT Ufthan, 2020 &1 Ad-1 F0Tt & Tgd T T calg MYUTRT SRR BT JHIAGRM
fac=f fAufarelf wR Rar &0 w7 SR ARf% fagga Iare vonferat & sraAfRar g o
SUET 3

For the Indian Coast Guard, the AoN was granted for the procurement of electro-
optical/infrared (EO/IR) systems for its Dornier aircraft.

YR dexei® 9a & fole, 39 STaR A 8q 3aa -3 eagIRS (EO/IR) Ried &t
TRig & oL AoN T 3T 75|
The systems will enhance maritime surveillance and strengthen coastal security operations.

3 Ren I} TR &) IeTe SR It TR AT & Torgd B3|

The approvals mark one of the largest capital acquisition clearances in recent years,
underlining the government’s thrust on force modernisation.

A Wiepfert g1 & ol & T 9 YoiTd SRERU el & | Uh 8, O 9 S )R
WEHR & R Pl TW@ifdvd Bl ¢ |
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